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A new Archives building 
for our nation’s heritage

M
O

L
E

S
W

O
R

T
H

  
S

T
R

E
E

T

M
U

LG
R

A
V

E
  

S
T

R
E

E
T

PIPITEA  STREET

AITKEN  STREET ARCHIVES 
WELLINGTON

NZ RUGBY 
HOUSE

HEKE PUNA 
LIBRARY 

(National LIbrary)
HEKE RUA 
ARCHIVES

2-12 Aitken Street 
Wellington



A new Archives building 
for our nation’s heritage
Construction will begin in early 2022 on one of 
the most significant public buildings of our time, 
the new resilient purpose-built Archives facility 
in Wellington, built to preserve and protect the 
memory of government and our taonga. 

This new building will provide a state-of-the-art 
archives repository, including digitisation and 
conservation facilities for Archives New Zealand 
Te Rua Mahara o te Kāwanatanga, National Library 
of New Zealand Te Puna Mātauranga o Aotearoa 
and Ngā Taonga Sound & Vision.

Benefits for New Zealanders 
The new building will enable connectivity to the 
National Library via a link bridge providing a once-
in-a-life-time opportunity to create a recorded 
and documentary heritage campus. 

This will allow Archives NZ, the National Library 
and Ngā Taonga to share services, expertise 
and to collaborate more closely, helping provide 
improved user access to our culture, stories and 
traditions for future generations. 

The new Archives building will enhance visibility 
for these three heritage institutions creating a 
stronger cultural connection to our taonga and 
ensuring ongoing trust in the Crown to sustainably 
manage and keep our collections safe. 
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Who we are working with 

The land is owned by Canadian Mutual 
Fund, PSPIB/CPPIB Waiheke Inc. with 
the Department of Internal Affairs (DIA) 
as the long-term building tenants. Fund 
managers, AMP Capital are working with 
DIA to design and build the new facility.

Te Tiriti o Waitangi enacted
DIA worked with architects Warren 
& Mahoney and design agency, 
Tihei – Taranaki Whānui Te Atiawa 
representatives – to co-design this 
building of national significance.

 “I have a dream and aspiration to 
see this country flourish, we’re 
all hoping for a better future. It’s 
easy to dump stuff on a building 
but we are all about integrating 
our identity, our values and stories 
through design so that it gives life 
and soul to place.”
Toi Pūkenga Tihei, Rangi Kipa 

National Library Archives Wellington facilityLink bridge

Keeping our taonga and people safe
Best practice standards have been applied to the building performance. 

Seismic performance 

The building structure employs 
base isolation for seismic resilience, 
disengaging the building from 
the ground shaking to protect the 
building and contents. 

This means the building would be 
able to remain safe and operational 
after a major earthquake. The 
building will include back-up 
generators that can support the 
building for several days should 
the power be lost. Mechanical and 
electrical systems are designed 
with a high-level of back-up to keep 
collections safe when faults occur, 
or maintenance is required.

 

Link bridge 

The new two-level link bridge will 
enable a connection between the new 
Archives building and the National 
Library spanning Guthrie Lane 
and has been designed to provide 
two levels of access between the 
buildings.

 f Level 1: provides physical access 
for the public and staff.  

 f Level 2: provides secure 
conditioned access for collections 
moving between buildings. 

The link bridge allows for easy 
transfers between buildings and 
better collaboration across a vibrant 
new heritage campus.

External façade

The façade is one of the highest 
performing building exteriors in the 
country. This specialised exterior 
will minimise the energy required to 
maintain repository conditions. Its 
thermal properties mean the building 
is designed so changes in repository 
conditions would remain stable over 
24 hrs without mechanical assistance. 

The glazing is designed to optimise 
energy efficiency and to transmit 
low ultraviolet light while at the same 
time letting in balanced natural light 
to provide ideal conditions for our 
conservation activities and teams.



Building facilities and features 

 f Collections access: While the 
main reading room will be based 
in the National Library a large 
format room will be located in 
the new Archives building to 
support groups and researchers 
to access a wide range of 
items such as maps and art 
works and for groups such 
as mana whenua iwi to review 
documents.

 f Seminar and meeting facilities: 
An approximately 60-seat 
theatre-style seminar room. 
Meeting rooms will be available 
for staff and the public with the 
addition of kitchen facilities. 

 f Secure loading, receiving and 
quarantine areas: A separate 
collection entrance that 
ensures collection care and 
supports appropriate tikanga 
for movements of taonga that 
will include receiving quarantine 
and loading areas. 

 f Repository spaces: There is 
approximately 80,000 linear 
metres of repository space. 
Repositories will have climate 
controls to meet preservation 
requirements for the range of 
collections.

80,000
linear metres of repository space
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a recorded and documentary heritage

Campus

 f Shelving: This has been carefully 
designed alongside structural 
engineers to match the extremely 
high seismic performance of the 
building and ensure safety of 
staff and taonga. 

 f Audiovisual (AV) and film suites: 
A set of rooms for staff that 
enable critical listening, viewing, 
conservation and digitisation of 
at risk audiovisual formats.

 f Conservation laboratories: 
Equipped to allow a greater range 
of conservation treatments 
necessary to preserve 
collections and ensure they are 
accessible into the future.  

 f Digitisation spaces: An entire 
floor dedicated to digital copying 
and digital preservation to meet 
the increasing demand for online 
access to collections. 

 f Office workspaces: Office areas 
will have abundant natural light, 
staff kitchen, breakout spaces 
and meeting rooms that have 
up-to-date ICT.

 f Staff end-of-trip facilities 
and bike parks: Campus staff 
will have secure bike parking, 
a drying room and showers.


