FACT SHEET

NEW ZEALAND’S CONTRIBUTION TO
THE BUILDING PARTNER CAPACITY MISSION
• New Zealand has been contributing to the Building Partner
Capacity (BPC) mission since May 2015. The BPC mission
is an international effort to help train and build the capacity
of the Iraqi Security Forces in order to combat the violent
extremist group ISIL (Daesh).
• New Zealand’s contribution to the BPC mission is at the
invitation of the Iraqi Government.
• The fourth rotation of 106 New Zealand Defence Force
(NZDF) soldiers will deploy alongside around 300 Australian
Defence Force personnel to help the Iraqi military develop
capable forces to halt Daesh’s advance and reclaim parts of
Iraq from the militant group.
• Task Group Taji, as the combined New Zealand-Australia
training group is called, is a non-combat training mission
based at Taji Military Complex northwest of Baghdad. Camp
Taji is a former air force base that has been used previously
for training.
• In June 2016, the New Zealand government announced that
it had extended the NZDF contribution to the BPC training
mission, originally for two years, until November 2018. Small
numbers (around 6-8 personnel at a time) of the NZDF

training and force protection team at Taji will also be allowed
to travel for short periods to another secure training location.
The New Zealand government has also agreed in principle
for NZDF personnel to train stabilisation forces, such as the
Iraqi Border Guards, in addition to the Iraqi Army.
• As of end-September 2016, Task Group Taji has trained
over 12,000 Iraqi Army soldiers in support of the counteroffensive operation against Daesh.
• The training courses or programmes of instruction usually
run for six weeks. The training covers individual soldier
skills including weapons handling and marksmanship at
close quarters and longer ranges. The training includes
combat first aid, obstacle breaching techniques as well as
counter-Improvised Explosive Device and Explosive Hazard
Awareness Training.  All Iraqi Security Forces are also taught
the fundamental aspects of international human rights law
and the Law of Armed Conflict.
• The NZDF has a track record of providing quality military
training. Since the 1950s, the NZDF has trained and
partnered with other security forces – most recently, in
Afghanistan.

