Celebrating 150 Years of Griffin’s
May 1854:

100 days after setting sail from the
UK’s Isle of Wight, John Griffin, his
wife and seven children anchor in
Nelson with hopes of a bright future.

1854

1864:
1864

John Griffin’s flour and cocoa
mill opens for business in
Alton Street, Nelson.

1890:

Kiwis bite into Griffin’s biscuits for the first time
as John starts making biscuits and confectionary
from the raw ingredients he mills. Little did he
know these bites were the first of billions taken
by biscuit lovers throughout the country.

1890

1895:
1895

The Nelson factory is destroyed by fire, and with
insurance only partly meeting rebuild costs, the
company goes public in order to raise funds, listing
on the Stock Exchange as Griffin & Sons Limited.

1903:

A raging fire strikes again, leveling the building once
more. This time it is rebuilt using bricks instead of
timber and the imposing edifice dominates the Eastern
Nelson landscape until its eventual closure in 1987.

1903

1938:
1938

Kiwis can’t get enough of Griffin’s tasty treats and so a new factory is
built. With John Griffin’s grandson Charles at the helm, the purposebuilt “Garden Factory” in Lower Hutt employs 87 mainly female
staff. The plant boasts the Southern Hemisphere’s first continuous
automatic biscuit-making oven that churns out some 21st century
favourites like Gingernuts, Malt, Arrowroot and Wine biscuits.

1939:

Griffins & Sons lends a hand to the war effort, running
its factory 24 hours a day during World War II to make
army ration biscuits for Kiwi and US troops.
At the same time, it continues to bake more and
more biscuits for sweet-toothed Kiwis back home.

1939

1951:

The proceeds earned from supplying the war effort
are put to good use, allowing Griffin’s to add some
high-tech equipment including new automated
ovens and an enrober to coat biscuits in chocolate.

1951

Mid 1950’s:
1950’s

Fresh off the boat from the US, Nick Cody
shares his American cookie and cracker making
expertise with Griffin’s resulting in the launch
of new Kiwi favourites – MallowPuffs, Chocolate
Macaroon, Krispie and Snax.

Late 1950’s:

Using the first automated biscuit
wrapping machines, Griffin’s transforms
the way biscuits (previously sent out in
bulk tins to retailers) are sold.

1950’s

1959:
1959

Griffin’s buys Wanganui based
Southern Cross Biscuit Company
from the Dustin family.

1962:

Global biscuit giant Nabisco buys 100
percent of Griffin’s and with a bit of tweaking
for local taste buds, Griffin’s offers some
American favourites such as Magic Puffs,
Giggles, Little Crackers and Little Pizzas.

1962

1964:

Griffin’s turns 100.
1964

1971:

Griffin’s welcomes Jaffas and Minties with the
acquisition of leading confectionery company
Sweetacres, while Pebbles roll off the Lower Hutt
production line beating rival Smarties to the market.

1971

1985:
1985

Classic British cracker brand Huntley &
Palmers becomes part of the Griffin’s stable,
followed closely by Chit Chats, which prove
to be a big hit with Kiwi taste buds.

1987:

Griffin’s acquires ETA foods,
including its range of chips, peanuts,
peanut butter and salad dressings.

1987

1989:
1989

The ‘Griffin’s Gingernuts are so
spicy’ TV commercial becomes
a firm favourite with viewers.

1990:

Griffin’s sells its confectionary business to
Cadbury in exchange for Hudson’s biscuit
business with brands such as Chocolate Chippies,
Shrewsburys, ToffeePops, Sultana Pasties,
Squiggles and of course, Cookie Bear.

1990

1990:
1990

Ownership of Griffin’s switches from
Nabisco to Britannia Foods. Then in
December of the same year, Danone
buys Griffin’s from Britannia Foods.

1998:

One year after debuting for the All Blacks,
Carlos Spencer debuts for Griffin’s as the face of
Toffee Pops in a steamy television commercial
that heats up living rooms all over the country.

1998

2000:
2000

Griffin’s acquires the Sancho
Corn Chips and Salsa Dips ranges
from Cerebos Greggs Ltd.

2006:

On 7th June, Pacific Equity Partners
(PEP) purchases Griffin’s Foods
Limited from Danone.

2006

2007:
2007

Griffin’s acquires the Nice & Natural
Wrapped Snacks business and
becomes the number one ‘Snack Food
Business’ in New Zealand

2008:

The Lower Hutt factory closes
in December and $80m is
invested in the Papakura and
Wiri manufacturing facilities.

2008

2011:

Griffin’s launches its Facebook page in May.
2011

2012:

Upper Hutt mum Amber Johnson launches a Facebook crusade
to bring back the 80s favourite – Choco-ade. Griffin’s listens,
relaunches Choco-ade and sells one million packs in the first
12 weeks (a new grocery sales record). At the same time it sets
a new Facebook record in New Zealand with more than 28,500
‘likes’ for Griffin’s post announcing they were coming back.

2012

2013:
2013

2014:

Griffin’s celebrates 150
years of loving baking .

2014

Griffin’s reaches 150,000
Facebook ‘likes’.

