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Improving cancer care for Kiwis

A fresh approach

LABOUR POLICY

Labour is committed to investing more in health and tackling our biggest killer – cancer.

Labour will: 

• Make sure all New Zealanders get the same standard of cancer care no matter where in the 
country they live

• Ensure New Zealanders get world-class cancer care through Labour’s $8 billion investment  
in health

• Streamline cancer care in New Zealand by establishing a National Cancer Agency

Every year 23,000 New Zealanders are diagnosed with cancer – a number projected to rise 45% by 2030. 
Cancer is responsible for a third of all deaths.

National’s $2.3 billion of health underfunding is denying Kiwis access to care and costing lives. People who 
are diagnosed with cancer in Australia are more likely to survive than those diagnosed in New Zealand and 
Australians have better access to cancer drugs than we do in New Zealand. Some patients are waiting six 
months for CT scans because of National’s lack of investment in hospital services.

Cancer care can be a ‘post-code lottery’. Underfunding of DHBs means the cancer care they offer is 
inconsistent. The care people get depends on where they live, not on what they need. People in Auckland, 
for example, have a lower radiation treatment rate than Wellingtonians. 

The National Cancer Agency will lift the standard of cancer care by working with DHBs to ensure best 
practice and making Budget bids with DHBs for more staff and equipment out of Labour’s $8 billion 
investment in improving the health system. The Agency will oversee prevention, detection, treatment of 
cancer, and improving outcomes for survivors. Similar approaches have proven to be effective in the UK  
and Canada. 

The National Cancer Agency’s goals will be to:  

• End the ‘post-code lottery’, by implementing standard treatment pathways for cancer care in all 
DHBs, and ensuring DHBs have the resources they need to deliver the best level of care 

• Develop a National Cancer Plan and develop targets to reduce death rates 

• Oversee a single national cancer clinical trials network so that patients can access clinical trials 
no matter where they live

• Streamline cancer care by bringing together the work of the ten tumour standard working groups, 
four regional cancer networks, and the cancer screening groups under one organisation.

• Prioritise investment in the most effective technology such as the latest radiation treatments

• Research and collect data on treatment outcomes to inform best practice.

We will work with cancer experts and frontline professionals to develop the National Cancer Agency’s 
work programme to achieve these goals.

The National Cancer Agency will ensure all New Zealanders diagnosed with cancer know they will have 
access to the same high quality level of cancer care wherever they live. Its work will save lives.

The Agency will be allocated $10 million for establishment costs and $10 million will be made available 
to start their work. The year to year cost will vary as the Agency makes Budget bids for staffing and 
equipment to improve cancer care in DHBs.
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