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17 July 2017 
 
 
Dear ----------------------- 
 
 
I’m writing on behalf of New Zealanders who want multinational companies to pay 
their fair share of tax. 
 
I know most companies agree and are good corporate citizens who do the right 
thing.  
 
However, some multinational companies aren’t paying their fair share and they are 
leaving it to Kiwi taxpayers to foot the bill. IRD estimates at least $300 million a year 
is being lost to New Zealand through multinational tax avoidance. 
 
New Zealanders believe in a fair go and in everyone contributing to our society. 
That’s the Kiwi way. 
 
When some multinational companies avoid or even evade tax, it means New 
Zealand can’t employ the teachers, the doctors, or the make the transport and 
housing investments we need. 
 
If a multinational company profits from the wealth New Zealand creates, but does not 
contribute to the public services and infrastructure that wealth is built upon, they 
leave New Zealand a poorer place. That’s not good for New Zealanders and, 
ultimately, it’s not good for the companies that make and sell things here if we are a 
less prosperous place. 
 



 

 

 

 

If we wish to continue to enjoy the prosperity and way of life New Zealanders expect, 

then everyone has to contribute their fair share. This is the responsibility of 

Government and it will be one of my highest priorities as Prime Minister. 

 

The next Labour-led Government will welcome all international investment that 

genuinely creates jobs and wealth, but we will not support exploitative investment 

such as property speculation or companies that shirk their responsibilities to 

contribute to the cost of a decent society.  

 

We will not condone practices that see ordinary New Zealanders bear the burden 

whilst overseas shareholders reap the rewards. 

 

Labour will ensure that the IRD has the resources to collect all tax owed by 

multinationals and, if necessary, we will change the law to stop avoidance. 

 

If I have the privilege of leading New Zealand after the General Election on 23 

September I will immediately take steps to hold a round-table meeting with leaders 

from multinational companies operating in New Zealand. I intend to address the 

rising discontent among New Zealanders regarding multinational companies not 

contributing fairly.  

 

I invite you to attend this meeting and work together to ensure New Zealand is a fair 

place to operate and a great place to live.  

 

I look forward to discussing this with you further. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Andrew Little MP 
Leader of the New Zealand Labour Party | Leader of the Opposition 

 
Authorised by Andrew Little MP, Parliament Buildings, Wellington 
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