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Data quality 
About the Household Labour Force Survey estimated working-age 
population

The Household Labour Force Survey (HLFS) estimated working-age population is based on 
national resident population estimates that are adjusted to be consistent with the scope of the 
HLFS. 

The working-age population is an estimate of the usually resident, non-institutionalised, civilian 
population of New Zealand aged 15 years and over. It provides the benchmark figure for the 
number of people in the labour market each quarter – results from the HLFS are then summed to 
this figure. It is based on 2013 Census data and is updated using early estimates of births, 
deaths, and net permanent and long-term migration. 

We release the data to help analysts model changes in the labour market more accurately.

More information

Statistics in this release have been produced in accordance with the Official Statistics System 
principles and protocols for producers of Tier 1 statistics for quality. They conform to the 
Statistics NZ Methodological Standard for Reporting of Data Quality. 

Liability 

While all care and diligence has been used in processing, analysing, and extracting data and 
information in this publication, Statistics NZ gives no warranty it is error-free and will not be liable 
for any loss or damage suffered by the use directly, or indirectly, of the information in this 
publication. 

Timing

Our information releases are delivered electronically by third parties. Delivery may be delayed by 
circumstances outside our control. Statistics NZ accepts no responsibility for any such delay. 

Crown copyright© 

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International licence. You are 
free to copy, distribute, and adapt the work, as long as you attribute the work to Statistics NZ and 
abide by the other licence terms. Please note you may not use any departmental or 
governmental emblem, logo, or coat of arms in any way that infringes any provision of the Flags, 
Emblems, and Names Protection Act 1981. Use the wording 'Statistics New Zealand' in your 
attribution, not the Statistics NZ logo. 
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Contacts 
For technical information contact: 
Annelies van der Mijn
Wellington 04 931 4661
Email: info@stats.govt.nz 

For general enquiries contact our Information Centre: 
Phone: 0508 525 525 (toll-free in New Zealand) 
+64 4 931 4600 (outside of New Zealand) 
Email: info@stats.govt.nz  

Subscription service: 
Subscribe to information releases, including this one, by completing the online subscription form. 
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