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Lee Hazlewood has made an invaluable and lasting impression on the CDEM sector through 
his establishment and leadership of the successful Integrated Training Framework. Prior to 
the establishment of the Integrated Training Framework, training of New Zealand CDEM staff 
had been predominantly ad-hoc with no national standardisation or direction, being left to 
individual CDEM Groups and Territorial Authorities. 

In 2012, Lee identified the need for standardised and integrated training of CDEM staff in 
the Waikato CDEM group to both improve the standard of training for individual staff, and 
to improve the interoperability of emergency operations centre staff across boundaries. Lee 
took the initiative to engage with neighbouring CDEM groups, and it soon became apparent 
that this was a common challenge faced by all. 

Lee set up the Integrated Training Framework with the establishment of a steering group 
aimed to develop a collaborative approach to drive the standardised development and 
implementation of training. Lee chaired the steering group committee and continues to do 
so today.

Lee has put in a tremendous effort to pull together resources from across many CDEM 
groups, resolving differences of opinion and facilitating improved collaboration and the 
identification of common approaches. The process has taken a considerable amount of time 
which has meant that Lee has had to juggle the work of his CDEM roles and responsibilities, 
often at the personal sacrifice of time with his family. The Integrated Training Framework is 
an example of the way progress can be made when effort and resources are combined with 
committed support 

While the Integrated Training Framework has been a success due to the contributions of all 
stakeholders, it would not have achieved what it has without Lee’s dedication, commitment, 
and drive. 
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David Johnston has made an outstanding and sustained contribution to emergency management 
over the past 25 years.

David was a key New Zealand contributor to the five year effort that culminated in the third World 
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in March 2015 in Sendai, Japan and the follow-up New 
Zealand Symposium on Disaster Risk Reduction held at Te Papa, Wellington on 15 June 2015. 

Linked to the Sendai process, David initiated the new Integrated Research on Disaster Risk 
International Centre of Excellence in Community Resilience in order to examine how communities 
make themselves resilient to future disasters. The benefits of the International Centre of Excellence 
include opportunities to highlight New Zealand research within this international network, directly 
inform and contribute to best practice in the Wellington Region, and help build and integrate capacity 
across New Zealand.

This work sits alongside 25 years of involvement in emergency management in New Zealand. David 
has led a range of research, training, capacity building and continuing professional development 
initiatives. David’s roles include Theme Leader within the Natural Hazards Research Platform, 
Director of the Joint Centre for Disaster Research and Chair of Massey University’s Emergency 
Management Programme Board of Studies. David has mentored GNS and Massey staff, coordinated 
postgraduate papers in emergency management and supervised postgraduate students. This work is 
complemented by his international work as Chair of the Scientific Committee of Integrated Research 
on Disaster Risk from 2012-2015 and as a member of the UN International Strategy for Disaster 
Reduction Scientific and Technical Advisory Group from 2013-2016.

David has authored or co-authored 136 articles for leading peer-reviewed journals, co-authored over 
25 book chapters and over 65 science reports. David’s scholar-practitioner reputation and peer 
recognition is reflected in invitations to provide expert advice to key international organisations, play 
leadership roles in international research initiatives and deliver keynote addresses at major national 
and international conferences. David’s work in the emergency management community has been, 
and will continue to be, immensely influential throughout New Zealand and abroad.
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Murray Sinclair has been a pivotal player in Canterbury CDEM over the last two decades, particularly in 
the wake of the 2010 earthquakes.

In 1996 Murray was assigned responsibility for disaster management planning for Christchurch City 
Council and, following a review of CDEM arrangements, was appointed as the Unit Manager, Civil 
Defence and Emergency Management. 

Murray was the Emergency Operations Centre Response Manager during the response to the September 
2010 and February 2011 earthquakes. Murray supported Christchurch City Council staff and volunteers 
during this challenging time and his steadfastness, dedication, guidance and compassion during this 
time is an enduring memory for his team.

Murray has been a passionate supporter of CDEM volunteers. This was evidenced by the large number 
of volunteers in Christchurch, particularly in Welfare and Response Teams, and the significant role 
these volunteers undertook during the 2010 and 2011 earthquakes.

A dedicated advocate for CDEM, Murray has encouraged a culture of continuous improvement. He has 
actioned recommendations from the Review of the Earthquake Response and the MCDEM monitoring 
and evaluation programme to ensure Christchurch continues to model best practice.

Murray has represented Christchurch City Council throughout the planning for the Christchurch Justice 
and Emergency Services Precinct. This project is one of the Government’s anchor projects in the 
city and is significant in the recovery landscape. Working with numerous stakeholders, Murray has 
ensured the Christchurch Justice and Emergency Services Precinct has paved the way for improved 
coordination and collaboration between agencies, during both business and usual and response.

Murray has tirelessly encouraged risk reduction, readiness, response and recovery activities during his 
tenure. He has been a wealth of information and advice for Christchurch City Council and others in the 
region, and has willingly shared his expertise nationally and internationally.

Without Murray’s leadership Christchurch would be less safe and its people less prepared.


