
 

 

Civil Unions and Marriages: September 2015 quarter 
(provisional) – tables 
Embargoed until 10:45am – 04 November 2015 

Tables 
Statistics NZ releases provisional civil union and marriage quarterly data within five weeks of the 
end of each quarter. Our data refers to marriages and civil unions that have occurred and been registered 
with Births, Deaths, and Marriages.

See Civil Unions and Marriages: September 2015 quarter (provisional) (Excel, 3 sheets, 66kB) for the 
following tables, which are also available from the ‘Downloads’ box. If you have problems viewing the 
files, see opening files and PDFs. 

1. Civil unions and marriages, by relationship type

2. Civil unions and marriages, by New Zealand resident and overseas resident

This is the last time we will be releasing this table in its current format.

Next release

Civil Unions and Marriages: December 2015 quarter (provisional) will be released on 3 February 2016 in 
Infoshare. 

Access data on Infoshare

As of 4 November 2015 we are releasing civil unions and marriages data in Infoshare. 

Infoshare allows you to organise data in the way that best meets your needs. You can view the resulting 
tables onscreen or download them.  

Find the new table 'Quarterly Marriages and Civil Unions (provisional)' by selecting the following category 
from the Infoshare homepage: 
Subject category: Population
Group: Marriages Civil Unions and Divorces – VSM

The table provides combined marriage and civil union registrations for same-sex and opposite-sex 
couples. Available quarterly (for the March, June, September, and December quarters), the series is 
updated in the first week of May, August, November, and February.
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Data quality 
Statistics NZ is responsible for releasing marriage and civil union registration data. Our data 
refers to marriages and civil unions that have occurred and been registered with Births, Deaths, 
and Marriages. Provisional civil union and marriage quarterly data is available from Statistics NZ 
within five weeks of the end of the quarter. The quarterly provisional data includes the number of 
marriages and civil unions between same-sex male, same-sex female, and opposite-sex 
couples; and transfers from civil unions (as explained below).

For more information about final annual data see Marriages, civil unions, and divorces – 
information releases.

Civil unions

The Civil Union Act 2004 came into force on 26 April 2005 and the first ceremonies were 
celebrated on 29 April 2005. This Act introduced a new form of legal relationship. Two people, 
whether of opposite or the same sex, can enter into a civil union provided they are not currently 
married to or in a civil union with someone else. A married couple can transfer their relationship 
to a civil union. From 19 August 2013, any couple in a civil union can transfer their relationship to 
a marriage (before this date, only opposite-sex couples could transfer their civil union to a 
marriage).

Marriages

The Marriage (Definition of Marriage) Amendment Act 2013 came into force on 19 August 2013. 
This Act specifies that two people can marry regardless of their sex, sexual orientation, or gender 
identity. The first same-sex marriages were celebrated on 19 August 2013.

More information

See more on marriages data
See more on civil unions data 

Statistics in this release have been produced in accordance with the Official Statistics System 
principles and protocols for producers of Tier 1 statistics for quality. They conform to the 
Statistics NZ Methodological Standard for Reporting of Data Quality.

Liability

While all care and diligence has been used in processing, analysing, and extracting data and 
information in this publication, Statistics NZ gives no warranty it is error-free and will not be liable 
for any loss or damage suffered by the use directly, or indirectly, of the information in this 
publication. 

Timing 

Our information releases are delivered electronically by third parties. Delivery may be delayed by 
circumstances outside our control. Statistics NZ does not accept responsibility for any such 
delay.
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Crown copyright©

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International licence. You are 
free to copy, distribute, and adapt the work, as long as you attribute the work to Statistics NZ and 
abide by the other licence terms. Please note you may not use any departmental or 
governmental emblem, logo, or coat of arms in any way that infringes any provision of the Flags, 
Emblems, and Names Protection Act 1981. Use the wording 'Statistics New Zealand' in your 
attribution, not the Statistics NZ logo.
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Contacts 
For technical information contact: 
Anne Howard 
Christchurch 03 964 8700 
Email: info@stats.govt.nz 

For general enquiries contact our Information Centre: 
Phone: 0508 525 525 (toll-free in New Zealand) 
+64 4 931 4600 (outside New Zealand) 
Email: info@stats.govt.nz

Subscription service: 
Subscribe to information releases, including this one, by completing the online subscription form. 
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