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Bilateral Engagement

Auckland, November 2014 – Companies such as Siemens, Bayer, BMW or Schenker are familiar names in New Zealand, less well known are Bauer Media, BayWa, DEKRA and GEA. With innovative products and know-how, even smaller German companies have successfully established themselves in the market. A chronological overview:

September 2014: The Vehicle Testing Group (VTG) is renamed to DEKRA New Zealand Ltd. DEKRA SE with headquarters in Stuttgart is regarded as the world’s largest testing organisation in the automotive sector.

September 2014: The GEA Group, a system provider for the food processing industry, will build Fonterra’s next big milk powder plant. In 2013 GEA already constructed the biggest milk powder plant worldwide for Fonterra in Darfield, New Zealand.

April 2014: Via its subsidiary Turners & Growers Ltd., BayWa acquires the apple producing and exporting company Apollo Apples Ltd. The take-over, which awaits approval of the Overseas Investment Office, also includes the acquisition of the title and the leasehold rights to a total of approx. 500 hectares of crop area in the Hawke's Bay region. Agreed purchase price is said to be NZ$ 36 million (approx. EUR 23 million).
September 2013: DEKRA SE acquires VTNZ, New Zealand’s largest vehicle inspection company, and enters the market for automotive testing in the Asia-Pacific region. The previous owner, the Motor Trade Association (MTA), sells 60% of its shares to DEKRA.

August 2013: A new research facility with a team of international experts is opened by Bayer New Zealand. The centre will play a key part in improving the health of farm and pet animals. “This new laboratory represents Bayer’s continued commitment to developing veterinary solutions”, says Bayer manager Dr Douglas Hutchens at the opening.

May 2013: Siemens New Zealand is commissioned to install the High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) link between New Zealand’s North and South Island in cooperation with the state-owned network operator Transpower. Siemens New Zealand CEO Paul Ravlich admits that the planning and realisation will pose a challenge for the engineers. The industry speaks of a “milestone”.

April 2013: The foundation stone for a new facility of LSG Sky Chefs is laid in Auckland. The new customer service centre will be equipped with state-of-the-art technology. Since 1997 LSG Sky Chefs has been providing the national airline Air New Zealand with catering services. German Ambassador Dr Anne-Marie Schleich attends the ground-breaking ceremony.

January 2013: Knauf Plasterboard Australia, a subsidiary of the German Knauf Group, supports the rebuilding of Christchurch. The company has been commissioned with the insulation of buildings by the New Zealand Government. Economic Development Minister Steven Joyce justifies the decision against domestic providers with enormous cost savings.

November 2012: German trading and service company BayWa Group takes over Turners & Growers. BayWa states that they want to establish a close collaboration with the fruit producers in New Zealand. “Confidence and skill development are key factors in establishing a global platform”, says BayWa’s CEO Klaus Josef Lutz in a press release. After the acquisition, Turners & Growers almost triples their first first-half profit in 2013.

November 2012: Kaercher New Zealand opens its first product centre in Auckland. Vice Chairman Markus Asch of Kaercher Germany travels to the official opening ceremony. Alfred Kärcher GmbH & Co. KG is a globally operating family business producing cleaning equipment as well as complete cleaning systems.

October 2012: Bauer Media Group fully acquires the magazine publishing house Australian Consolidated Press (ACP) Magazines Ltd. and pays an estimated ASD 500 Mio. according to the Australian Financial Review. In October 2013 Bauer confirmed they would take over New Zealand titles from APN, including ‘Listener’ and ‘Woman’s Weekly’.

September 2012: The GEA Group starts to expand their competence in the area of dairy farming and acquires the Hamilton-based Milfos International Group. Milfos is one of the leading developers and manufacturers of innovative technologies for dairy farms.

September 2011: Software giant SAP has recognised the strengths of New Zealand’s IT industry and acquires Right Hemisphere, a company specialised in 3D visualisation. In terms of turnover, SAP is regarded as the world’s largest provider of software and related services in the field of enterprise applications.

February 2011: Through its investment fund AgrarInvest and in conjunction with two other investment trusts, the German investment company Aquila Capital purchases shares of five agricultural businesses in New Zealand. New Zealand media assume that the Hamburg-based fund is now the biggest land owner in the Southland province on the South Island. More AgrarInvest funds are being planned.

November 2010: German pharmaceutical giant Bayer acquires Bomac, a New Zealand producer of veterinary medicinal product, and thus expands its presence in the southern hemisphere. Both companies see the acquisition as an opportunity to develop their businesses, since the portfolios complement each other – with regards to their products as well as their fields of innovation.

