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PROPOSED ANIMAL MANAGEMENT BYLAW 2014 

Frequently Asked Questions  

1. Why are animal management bylaws being reviewed?  

 Auckland Council is required to review bylaws inherited from the former 

councils by 31 October 2015, including those related to animal 

management.  

2. Does the proposal include matters related to dog management?  

 No, dog management is already addressed in the Auckland Council Policy 

on Dogs 2012 and Auckland Council Dog Management Bylaw 2012.  

3. What is the purpose of the review? 

 The purpose of the review is to create a consistent approach to animal 

management across Auckland and to identify the most appropriate way to 

address problems related to animal management. A bylaw is one way of 

addressing a problem. Alternative ways of managing problems include 

relying on existing legislation or council plans and policies, and non-

regulatory initiatives such as education. 

4. What animals are included in the proposed animal management bylaw? 

 The proposed animal management bylaw applies to all animals except 

dogs. Such animals include bees, chickens and horses. 

5. What can an animal management bylaw regulate? 

 Auckland Council is empowered  through the Local Government Act 2002 
to make bylaws –  

- to protect the public from nuisance  

- to protect public health and safety 

- to minimise the potential for offensive behaviour in public places, and 

- to manage parks, reserves, recreations ground or other land that the 
council owns or controls.  

6. What is the key proposal in the proposed animal management bylaw? 

 The key aspect of this proposal is to require animal owners to manage 

their animal in a responsible way that minimises and manages potential 
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nuisance problems, protects public health and safety and prevents 

damage to council land. 

7. Are there proposed rules that apply to specific types of animals? 

 Specific standards apply to keeping bees, stock and horse riding. These 

are included in the animal management controls that are to be made 

under the bylaw. 

 The bylaw proposes to require beekeepers on urban properties to comply 

with responsible hive management standards. These standards are 

intended to minimise nuisance problems and are supported by good 

practice beekeeping guidelines.  

 The keeping of bees and grazing stock in a public place would require a 

licence to be obtained from the council as a form of landowner approval.  

 The bylaw proposes to manage the keeping of up to six chickens on 

urban properties through minimum standards such as containment and 

cleanliness of chicken coops. These standards are supported by good 

practice guidelines.  

 The keeping of more than six chickens or other stock such as a rooster, 

goat, pig or sheep on urban properties is proposed to require a licence 

from the council. The aim is to prevent stock from becoming a nuisance to 

neighbours.  

 The bylaw proposes to manage horse riding in public places such as 

beaches and roads through responsible horse riding standards to prevent 

damage to council land and perceived safety and nuisance problems. 

Conditions are also proposed for horse riding at specified beaches.  

8. Why is there no proposed regulation specifically for cats?  

 An animal management bylaw can be made to protect the public from 

nuisance and to protect public health and safety. The bylaw proposes to 

manage nuisance and public health concerns associated with cat 

ownership through nuisance regulation. Cat owners would be required to 

ensure their cat does not cause a nuisance to any other person.  

 There are no proposed limits on cat ownership and current legislation 

does not require cat registration.  

9. Why does the proposal not address cat welfare or wildlife predation? 

 Concerns about animal welfare and wildlife predation are addressed 

through alternative legislation (e.g. the Animal Welfare Act and pest 

management strategies) and consequently do not form part of this 
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proposal. The council does not have bylaw making powers for animal 

welfare or to protect wildlife. The council’s bylaw making powers are 

limited by legislation to the impact of cats on people (typically urine, 

faeces, and noise) and not wildlife or welfare. 

10. Are there specific rules for keeping pigeons? 

 No. The proposal for keeping pigeons is to require owners to ensure their 

pigeons do not cause a nuisance to any other person and do not cause a 

risk to public health and safety.   

11. Are there specific rules for killing stock? 

 Stock slaughter is prohibited in urban areas, except for specific 

circumstances provided for under legislation such as the Veterinarians 

Act, the Biosecurity Act, the Animal Welfare Act and the Animals Products 

Act.   

12. How do I know if my property is an ‘urban property’? 

 The proposed bylaw defines urban properties as any land zoned 

Residential or Business as defined in the Proposed Auckland Unitary 

Plan. Land zoned Residential or Business can be identified by searching 

your property address using the Proposed Auckland Unitary Plan GIS 

application on the Auckland Council website.   

13. What is a public place under the proposed bylaw? 

 Public places includes roads, beaches, parks and any other land under 

the control of Auckland Council.  

14. When will the proposed bylaw come into effect? 

 The proposed bylaw and the controls made under it are planned to come 

into effect on 1 July 2015.  

15. Where can I find more information about the proposed animal 

management bylaw? 

 There is more information, and details on how you can provide a 

submission on the proposal at the council’s website at 

www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/bylaws 
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