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What’s on the site?
As the name suggests, this website is all about maps 
of the Canterbury region. Interactive map resources 
include maps of Canterbury’s air and water quality, 
recreation and parks, planning zones, resource 
consents, transport links, local attractions and council 
services. 

All maps are freely available to the public. The maps 
can be viewed and used in most modern web browsers. 
A web browser with Adobe Flash Player 11.1 or higher 
is required to run the advanced map viewer. 

Who’s behind Canterbury Maps?
The Canterbury Maps project is a joint data-sharing 
initiative brought to you by Canterbury’s regional and 
territorial authorities. The work has been co-ordinated 
by staff at Environment Canterbury Regional Council 
working with: 

 ▪ Kaikoura District Council, 
 ▪ Hurunui District Council, 
 ▪ Waimakariri District Council, 
 ▪ Christchurch City Council, 
 ▪ Selwyn District Council, 
 ▪ Ashburton District Council, 
 ▪ Waimate District Council, 
 ▪ Mackenzie District Council, 
 ▪ Timaru District Council and 
 ▪ Waitaki District Council.

Where do I start on the site?
Browse the Featured Maps at the foot of the homepage, 
or click on the Map Gallery for a more detailed tour of 
what’s on the site. There are map layers for all kinds 
of data across the Canterbury region – from swimming 
water quality to Canterbury’s district planning zones, 
from library locations to liquefaction susceptibility – 
and much more. 

What’s a map layer? 
The maps on the website are constructed using 
individual data layers. A layer is a slice of the 
geographical reality within a specified area. A layer 
is the same as an item in the key or legend on a 
paper map. On a road map, for example, roads, 
national parks, political boundaries, and rivers might 
be considered different layers. 

Each of the layers in this website is sourced from 
councils across the region. Underlying map data can be 
sourced from the relevant council via built-in site links. 

What can I do with these maps? 
The site contains many tools and resources related 
to interactive mapping. The Viewer page leads to the 
standard online map viewer available on the site, which 
allows you to annotate the maps, select areas, and 
view pop-up information. The More Info links enable 
users to click through to council website data. 

Advanced users requiring powerful graphical, search 
and selection capabilities can access Canterbury Maps 
layers using the Advanced Viewer.  There are also links 
to external web and mobile software development kits 
for professional software/app developers. 
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