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“GOVERNMENT REPORT — WELCOME STEP TOWARDS IWI RIGHTS & INTERESTS”

“Appropriately recognising and providing for iwi rights and interests in freshwater is critical to
developing a durable and sustainable water management regime”, the Freshwater lwi Leaders
Group said today. The Group welcomed the release of the Government’s Freshwater Reform 2013
and Beyond paper.

“Freshwater is one of New Zealand’s most important resources and how we manage, use, and
protect this resource is of critical importance to all New Zealanders,” Sir Tumu Te Heuheu said on
behalf of the Group.

The Freshwater Iwi Leaders Group has been actively engaged in discussing these important issues for
several years, both directly with the government and with wider stakeholders, including the Land
and Water Forum. The release of the Government’s consultation paper provides an opportunity to
engage a wider audience in this important discussion.

There are significant challenges for fresh water in this country as both the quality and quantity of
this resource comes under increasing pressure from use and development. The way forward needs
to balance appropriate sustainable development and economic growth with inherent values of a
healthy environment, protection of our taonga and our obligations to future generations. This will
only be achieved with a widespread understanding of the challenges and potential solutions.

‘Appropriately recognising and providing for iwi rights and interests in freshwater’ is also critical to
developing a durable and sustainable water management regime that provides the certainty
required for on-going investment in the economy. In this respect, the consultation paper is but a
starting point and much more focused work is required throughout the reform process to
satisfactorily address the issue of iwi rights and interests.

Ngati Kahungunu Iwi Incorporated Chairman Ngahiwi Tomoana says, “As Chair of the iwi and the
Maori Development panel, one of the key issues is seeking clarity around Maori rights to natural
resources such as fresh water.”

“There are two pathways that Maori can take. The current one is through the Resource
Management Act normally applying a handbrake to development around water and water resources
such as the proposed Ruataniwha Dam or there’s an economic development pathway that
recognises Maori interest rights in the resources that would lead to iwi and hapu investment in the
future. Both pathways will reflect the kaitiakitanga of Papatuanuku and the Mauri of the water and
the whenua.”



At the recently held Fish Hook Summit, Hawke’s Bay Regional Council representatives and Maori
advisors presented the Ruataniwha Dam project. While there is enthusiasm from some hapi about
employment prospects, there is concern and scepticism from others around the interests of our
environment and the guardianship we must invoke to protect Mauri in these major projects.

The Freshwater Iwi Leaders Group will also be convening a series of regional hui and a national hui
this year to discuss the freshwater issue as a whole with iwi. The Group firmly believes that on-going
discussions at both a national and local level will bring about a greater understanding of the benefits
that can be achieved for both our waterways and the nation as a whole in a freshwater framework
that appropriately recognises iwi rights and interests alongside the interests of other stakeholders
and the wider community.

The Freshwater Iwi Leaders Group was formed in 2007 to advance the interests of all iwi in relation
to fresh water through direct engagement with the Crown. The Freshwater Iwi Leaders Group
comprises the leaders of Ngai Tahu, Whanganui, Waikato-Tainui, Te Arawa and Ngati Tuwharetoa,
Ngati Raukawa, Ngati Porou and Ngati Kahungunu and reports regularly to all iwi through the
national Iwi Chairs Forum.

For inquiries, please contact: Roku Mihinui, Chair,
Freshwater lwi Advisors Group
Ph: 027 224 6069
Email: roku@tearawa.iwi.nz

Ngahiwi Tomoana, Chair

Ngati Kahungunu Iwi Incorporated
Ph: 027 548 3152

Email: ngahiwi@kahungunu.iwi.nz

Freshwater lwi Leaders Group: Sir Tumu te Heuheu, Tuwharetoa (Chair)
Mark Solomon, Ngai Tahu
Toby Curtis, Te Arawa
Tom Roa, Waikato-Tainui
Brendon Puketapu, Whanganui
Vanessa Eparaima, Ngati Raukawa
Selwyn Parata, Ngati Porou
Ngahiwi Tomoana, Ngati Kahungunu

Click on the following link to view the Government’s ‘Freshwater Reform 2013 and Beyond’ paper.

www.mfe.govt.nz/publications/water/freshwater-reform-2013
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Water and RM Reform Public Meeting and Hui Schedule

Mon 11 Dunedin Public meeting RM f;)ngrsfii’;e;;t:: 12 -2pm
RM Ki te Hotel
Greymouth Public meeting 3I2n§/lsg\j/:er:(§uay 12-2 pm
Tues 12
. . . RM & Kingsgate Hotel
Wellington Public meeting Water 24 Hawkestone St, Thorndon 1-3pm
RM & Emerald Hotel
Wed 1 Gi Hui 1-4
ed13 isborne U Water 13 Gladstone Road pm
. . Copthorne Hotel
rrurs 14 | Rotorus Public meeting RM & 111 Fenton St 11-1pm
Hui Water Distinction 6-8pm
390 Fenton St P
RM & Ascot Park
| ill Public Meeti 12-2
Fri 15 nvercarel ublic Meeting Water Cnr Tay St and Racecourse Rd pm
" Whangarei Public meeting RM & Kingsgate Hotel 12-2 pm
g Hui Water 9 Riverside Dr 3-5pm
Classic Flyers NZ
Mon18 | T Public meeting RM & 9 Jean Batten Drive, 11-1pm
on auranga Water Mount Maunganui
Hui Maungatapu Marae 2-4pm
Public meeting RM & Hawke’s Bay Opera House 2-4pm
Tues 19 Hawke’s B .
ues awke's bay Hui Water 101 Hastings Street South 5-8 pm
. . Copthorne Hotel & Resort
Wed 20 Queenstown | Public meeting RM Corner Erankton Rd & Adelaide St 1-2.30pm
. RM & Great Lakes Centre
Taupo Hui Water 5 Story Pl 5.30-8.30
Palmerston . . RM & Kingsgate
North Public meeting Water 110 Fitzherbert Ave 12-2pm
. . RM & Kingsgate Hotel
Thurs 21 | Whanganui Hui Water 379gvgictoria Ave 6-8pm
Hamilton Public meeting RM & Kingsgate Hotel 11-1pm
Hui Water 100 Garnett Ave, Te Rapa 3-5pm
. . Public meeting RM & The Atrium 1-3pm
Fri 22 Christchurch Hui Water 455 Hagley Avenue 4-6pm
New Hui RM & Quality Plymouth Int'l 2-4pm
Plymouth Public meeting Water Cnr. Courtenay & Leach St 11-1pm
Mon 25 . . RM & Copthorne
Publ t 12-2
Auckland ublic meeting Water | 196 — 200 Quay Street pm
Hui TBC 3-5pm
Public meeting RM & Tahuna Function Centre 3-5pm
Tues 26 | Nelson Hui Water 70 Beach Rd Tahunanui 6-8pm
Wed 27 Wellington Final Hui RM & Kingsgate 12-2 pm

Water

24 Hawkestone St, Thorndon




