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Perfecting the small stuff reaps huge rewards for Kiwi 

innovators 
 

World Class New Zealand Awards 2013 - Category winners announced  
 
 
The late Sir Paul Callaghan once said that the brilliance of New Zealanders was in the 
‘niches’ – and the global success enjoyed by winners of this year’s World Class New 
Zealand Awards is a testimony to those wise words. 
 
The category winners for the 2013 Awards, a New Zealand Trade and Enterprise 
initiative delivered by Kea New Zealand, were announced today. 
 
Internationally successful pioneers in the fields of animal health, sustainable fuels and 
the manufacture of microchips have wowed the judges of the prestigious awards this 
year, making their mark in the world in precisely the way last year’s World Class New 
Zealand Supreme Award winner Sir Paul envisaged. 
 
First presented in 2003, the annual World Class New Zealand Awards honour 
internationally successful Kiwis, and one ‘Friend of New Zealand’, who have greatly 
contributed to the country’s reputation and connectedness on the world stage.  
 
Bill Buckley takes out the Manufacturing, Design and Innovation category, having 
achieved phenomenal international acclaim for Buckley Systems, a thriving business that 
manufactures components for the machines that make 90 per cent of the world’s silicon 
chips.   
 
Dr Sean Simpson, winner of the Science, Technology and Academia award, co-founded 
Lanzatech, which is at the threshold of solving some of the biggest problems facing the 
sustainable fuels industry today.  Dr Doug Cleverly, winner of the Life Sciences category, 
is the Managing Director and Co-Founder of Argenta, a company that exports cutting-
edge animal health solutions to 36 countries across the globe.  
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New Zealand managers have also been acknowledged this year for achieving at the 
highest level of global business.  Judith Hanratty, a former company secretary for BP, 
and Geraldine McBride, former president of SAP North America, have won the 
Investment and Business and Information and Communications categories respectively. 
 
Rounding out the category winners are two household names.  Annabel Langbein, cook, 
food writer and publisher, has won the Creative category for building a global foodie 
business, and Rob Fyfe, former CEO of Air New Zealand, takes out the prize for New 
Thinking. 

 
The World Class New Zealand Supreme Award and the Friend of New Zealand Award 
will be revealed at a gala dinner at the Langham Hotel in Auckland on Thursday 23 May.  
The Supreme Award is selected from outside the seven category winners, while the 
Friend of New Zealand is typically a non-Kiwi who supports New Zealand businesses 
internationally and works to build global connections. 
 
The winners will be presented with the World Class New Zealand Tall Poppy statuette 
designed by Sir Richard Taylor, co-founder of Weta Workshop and 2009 winner of the 
World Class New Zealand Supreme Award. 
 
The 2013 Awards were judged by a panel of six, comprising John Stace (Chair of 
judges), Jon Mayson, Professor Sir Peter Gluckman, Dame Judith Mayhew Jonas, 
Bridget Liddell and Sir Tipene O’Regan. 

Chair John Stace said the World Class New Zealand Awards offer an opportunity for all 
Kiwis to celebrate the achievements of some of our true high flyers. 

“New Zealanders are doing great things in a global context and these Awards recognize 
and appreciate those amongst our most talented and successful Kiwis who have not 
only achieved international success in their own right, but are also supporting and 
promoting New Zealand and raising this country’s reputation internationally.” 

Mr Stace says this year’s Awards reflect the significant contribution of World Class New 
Zealand women with a record three category winners.  

The seven category winners for the 2013 World Class New Zealand Awards are: 
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Ends 

Notes to editors: 
• Brief biographies of the seven category winners are attached for your reference. 
• Photos and more detailed biographies of the category winners are available on 

request. 
• For more information, visit http://www.keanewzealand.com/2013-world-class-new-

zealand-awards  
 
For more information or to arrange an interview with the winners, please contact: 
Simon Roche, Senior account director, Wright Communications 
Phone: 09 366 2457 or 0272 692 876 

Name Award category Position/Company 

Dr Doug Cleverly Life Sciences 
(Sponsored by Ernst & Young) 

Managing Director and Co-
Founder of Argenta.  

Annabel Langbein Creative 
(Sponsored by Wellington City 
Council) 

Founder and principal of 
Annabel Langbein Media Ltd; 
Celebrity Cook, Food writer 
and publisher. 

Judith Hanratty Investment and Business 
(Sponsored by BDO Auckland) 

Former Company Secretary, 
BP; Director, Partner Re Ltd; 
Chair, Commonwealth 
Education Trust 

Geraldine McBride Information and 
Communications   
(Sponsored by AUT University) 

Former President, SAP North 
America; advisory board 
member Victoria University 
biology school’s applied 
science centre. 

Bill Buckley Manufacturing, Design and 
Innovation 
(Sponsored by Douglas 
Pharmaceuticals) 

Founder and sole owner,  
Buckley Systems 
International Ltd. 

Rob Fyfe New Thinking 
(Sponsored by Gen-i) 

Former Chief Executive 
Officer, Air New Zealand. 

Dr Sean Simpson Science, Technology and 
Academia 
(Sponsored by The Royal 
Society of New Zealand) 

Chief Scientific Officer and 
co-founder, Lanzatech;  
Author. 
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