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‘There have been other well-written overviews of 
the Kiwi wine industry, but no one has sought to tell this 
extraordinary tale through the eyes of the people at the 
sharp, or rather sticky, end: Joëlle Thomson’s magnificent 
wild bunch.’ — Tim Atkin MW from his foreword in The Wild Bunch

Wine writer, journalist, author, teacher and wine lover, 
Joëlle Thomson shares stories from the vineyards to 
the wine glass, in her new book The Wild Bunch: 
Movers, shakers and ground-breakers of the 
New Zealand wine industry. 

The 18 ‘quietly powerful individuals’ who are also 
‘philosophers, modernists, scientists, hedonists 
and party animals’ – as she calls them – have 
revolutionised our burgeoning New Zealand industry 
and with each chapter she tells of their successes 
mixed with trials. Critically, these ‘movers’ and 
‘shakers’ exhibit the perseverance, ingenuity and  
sheer dedication to making the best wine possible. 

These people have pushed our wine industry forward 
tremendously over the past century – to a point where 
New Zealand is recognised as a leading force on the 
world stage – a hugely commendable feat given the 
youth of our industry. 

Rather than compiling a line-up of the top wineries in 
New Zealand, Joëlle talks to the individuals behind the 
labels whose stories are worth telling: those who have 
grown and shaped the styles and tastes of the reds 
and whites on our tables. The ‘wild bunch’ range from 
those who have built wineries from scratch with little 
capital and the unsung industry heros, right through 
to third generation winemakers who continue to build 
on the audacious spirit of their grandparents. 

‘Wine is the most exciting subject in the world. Why wouldn’t you want to read more, 
taste more and drink more widely? It’s just like this massive plate of candy out there 
waiting to be enjoyed. It totally rocks my world.’ — Lynnette Hudson (of Pegasus Bay) in The Wild Bunch

To arrange an extract, interview with Joëlle or your local ‘mover’  
and ‘shaker’ or for more information, please contact Amanda Robinson at 

New Holland Publishers: email arobinson@nhp.co.nz or phone 09 481 0444
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Joëlle’s confident and easy approach to wine and the 
high-achieving winemakers in The Wild Bunch is 
primarily, ‘to make wine as deliciously interesting, 
stimulating and fun to read about, as the best ones  
are to drink’. And the book is an easy dip in for all of 
us foodies who enjoy a good glass of our country’s best 
but also want to be challenged and inspired to  
try other recommended styles.

And critically relevant in the wake of the news of 
tonnes of grapes lost in this year’s frosts, The Wild 
Bunch shares the winemakers’ tales of adversity and 
their perseverance through the tricky seasons. The 
stories from Joëlle’s ‘wild bunch’ offer inspiration to 
vineyard owners who now struggle to make a profit 
after establishing investment wineries during the  
wine-rush in the 90’s.

Joëlle describes the characters pioneering biodynamic 
and organic winemaking and the early adopters not 
afraid to try new styles such as advocating the screw 
cap and spearheading the production of Pinot Noir 
in the world’s southernmost wine-growing region, 
putting their fingers up to the critics in true Kiwi style 
after it had been pronounced that it couldn’t be done. 

The Wild Bunch peels off the label from the bottle: 
Joëlle’s ‘wildest’ winemakers are the men and women 
who traipse the vineyards, drive the tractors and get 
their hands and feet dirty to pursue their passions 
to make bloody good wine – the winemakers worth 
popping a cork for.

* 
About the Author
Joëlle Thomson is a leading New Zealand wine writer, whose first wine column appeared in 
Capital Times newspaper 1994, and whose weekly wine column now appears in The Dominion 
Post in Wellington; Christchurch Press and Waikato Times. She edits Drinksbiz, writes for New 
Zealand Wine Grower and teaches at the NZ School of Food & Wine. Joëlle has judged wine 
competitions in New Zealand and Australia, and is a member of the British-based Circle of Wine 
Writers. Her other books include Celebrating New Zealand Wine (New Holland 2004, a Montana 
Awards finalist and winner of a Gourmand Cookbook award), and the best-selling annual Wine 
Guide series (New Holland 1999–2005).

•   A challenging exposé of the New Zealand wine industry through the eyes of some its most  
experienced hands of today.

•   Wine recommendations and predictions from a hand-picked selection of the industry’s most  
trend-setting exponents.

•   Highly regarded and trusted author of a decade’s worth of wine guides and three other leading titles 
on New Zealand wine.

•   Foreword by Tim Atkin, an award-winning wine writer and Master of Wine based in London.
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