
1  The hunger gameS
Suzanne Collins
Thousands of young readers 
have become captivated with 
Katniss and her post apocalyptic 
world, where children fight to the 
death.

2  The harry PoTTer 
SerieS
J K Rowling
Our readers’ love of these books is 
enduring – and they’re now being 
discovered by a new generation. 

3  The Diary oF a WimPy 
kiD SerieS
Jeff Kinney
Greg Heffley keeps a diary about 
his rotten life and his dysfunctional 
family. This is an international 
bestselling phenomenon.

4  hairy maClary From 
DonalDSon’S Dairy
Lynley Dodd
Join Hairy and his friends  
Schnitzel von Krumm, Bottomley 
Potts and Muffin McClay - and 
watch out for Scarface Claw! 

5   The very hungry 
CaTerPillar
Eric Carle
This is the classic edition of the 
bestselling story written for the 
very young. A newly hatched 
caterpillar eats and eats and eats 
his way towards becoming a  
butterfly. Perfect for sharing.

6  The gruFFalo
Julia Donaldson
A mouse encounters several  
dangerous animals -a fox, an 
owl, and a snake - each of 
which clearly intends to eat him. 
Wonderful for sharing and reading 
aloud.
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7    The  

Wonky Donkey
Craig Smith
The book and CD all  
about spunky, hanky-panky 
cranky stinky dinky lanky  
honky-tonky winky wonky donkey 
– which has become adored by all 
who read it.

8    Charlie anD The 
ChoColaTe FaCTory
Roald Dahl
The classic story of Charlie Bucket 
and his Golden Ticket, and Willy 
Wonka and his amazing chocolate 
factory.

9    SkulDuggery  
PleaSanT
Derek Landy
Side splittingly funny, nail-bitingly 
spooky, and thrillingly original, 
this breakneck tale of magic and 
adventure introduces us to a 
hero unlike any other before, an 
animated skeleton who must save 
the world from an ancient evil.

10    The BFg
Roald Dahl
The BFG (Big Friendly Giant) is a 
kind creature who blows dreams 
into children’s rooms at night 
while they are asleep. Irresistible 
Dahl.

11   The CheruB SerieS
Robert Muchamore
These terrific spy stories are 
set in a division of the British 
Security Service which employs 
minors, predominantly orphans, 
as intelligence officers. Loved as 
much by girls as boys.

12    PerCy JaCkSon 
SerieS
Rick Riordan
Percy is a troubled twelve year 
old diagnosed with both ADHD 
and dyslexia. After being attacked 
at school, he is escorted to 
Camp Half-Blood, built to train 
and protect Greek demigods - 
where he learns that his father is 
Poseidon, the god of the sea.

13   The TWilighT Saga
Stephenie Meyer
Meet Bella Swan, a teenage girl 
who moves to Forks, Washington, 
and falls in love with a  
104-year-old vampire named 
Edward Cullen.

14    Baa Baa SmarT 
SheeP
Mark Sommerset
Little Baa Baa is bored. When 
Quirky Turkey arrives on the 
scene, the opportunity to make 
some mischief  
proves too hard  
to resist.

15    Where The WilD 
ThingS are
Maurice Sendak
The story of Max’s adventures 
when he sails away to The Land 
Where The Wild Things Are. Great 
for sharing, every child should 
have a copy.

16    The CaT in The haT
Dr Seuss
The classic tale of the coolest, 
hippest cat in history! When the 
Cat in the Hat steps in on the mat, 
Sally and her brother are in for a 
roller-coaster ride of havoc and 
mayhem!

17    TomorroW When 
The War Began SerieS
John Marsden
Ellie and her friends are off 
camping in the bush when their 
town is invaded by a foreign 
military, and their families taken 
prisoner. Now they must decide 
-surrender, or fight for their 
country’s freedom.

18    The TWiTS
Roald Dahl
Mr and Mrs Twit are extremely 
nasty, so the Muggle-Wump 
monkeys and the Roly-Poly bird 
hatch an ingenious plan to give 
them just the ghastly surprise they 
deserve. 

19    maTilDa
Roald Dahl
Matilda invents a game of 
punishing her parents when 
they treat her badly. She 
soon discovers that she has 
supernatural powers. Classic 
Dahl, beloved by thousands.
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20    The inheriTanCe 
CyCle
Christopher Paolini
Set in the fictional  
world of Alagaësia  
these immensely popular  
novels focus on a  
teenage boy named Eragon and 
his dragon Saphira.

21    The ChroniCleS  
oF narnia
C S Lewis
These books are considered 
classics of modern children’s 
literature. Set in the magical 
world of Narnia, they’ve been 
loved by generations of readers. 
Some of the series have been 
filmed by Peter Jackson.

22  geronimo STilTon 
SerieS
Geronimo Stilton
Geronimo Stilton is a  
talking mouse who lives in  
New Mouse City on Mouse 
Island. A best-selling author, he 
works as a journalist and editor 
for the fictional newspaper  
The Rodent’s Gazette.

23    arTemiS FoWl
Eion Colfer
Twelve-year-old villain, Artemis 
Fowl, is the most ingenious 
criminal mastermind in history. 
His bold and daring plan is to 
hold a leprechaun to ransom.

24    The lion in The 
meaDoW
Margaret Mahy
What would you do if you knew 
there was a lion in the meadow, 
but your mother wouldn’t believe 
you… but the dragon was there 
too?

25    FamouS Five
Enid Blyton
Julian, Dick, Anne, George and 
Timmy (the dog) have the sort of 
adventures that most kids only 
dream about. Fantastic stuff that 
is still captivating after all these 
years.

26    green eggS & ham
Dr Seuss
When Sam-I-am persists in 
pestering a grumpy grouch to 
eat a plate of green eggs and 
ham, perseverance wins the day, 
teaching us all that we cannot 
know what we like until we have 
tried it! 

27    The morTal 
inSTrumenTS SerieS
Cassandra Clare
Clary Fray is seeing things: 
vampires in Brooklyn and 
werewolves in Manhattan. 
Irresistibly drawn towards a 
group of sexy demon hunters, 
Clary encounters the dark side of 
New York City - and the dangers 
of forbidden love.

28    ZaC PoWer SerieS
H I Larry
This series features the 
adventures of Zac Power, 
a twelve year old boy, and 
his fifteen year old brother, 
Leon. Zac is a secret agent 
for the fictitious Government 
Investigation Bureau (GIB), and 
Zac’s adventures frequently see 
him saving the world.

29    The liTTle yelloW 
Digger
Betty and Alan Gilderdale
When little yellow digger gets 
stuck in the mud, a range of 
bigger diggers are sent to finish 
the job.

 30    CaPTain  
unDerPanTS SerieS
Dav Pilkey
Few things command disrespect 
like the sight of a man wearing 
whitie-tighties. However, the 
bald and barefoot Captain 
Underpants happens to be a 
superhero.

31    The magiC FaraWay 
Tree SerieS
Enid Blyton
In an enchanted forest a gigantic 
magical tree grows. The forest 
and the tree are discovered by 
Jo, Bessie, and Fanny, who 
move into a house nearby, and 
embark on adventures to the top 
of the tree.

32   The hoBBiT
JRR Tolkien
Hobbits will be  
the word on  
everyone’s lips  
this year – the  
diminutive humanoids who 
inhabit the lands of Middle Earth, 
and the hearts and minds of  
New Zealanders.

33    holeS
Louis Sachar
When Stanley Yelnats is sent 
to Camp Green Lake Juvenile 
Correctional Facility for a crime 
he did not commit, life becomes 
really interesting. This is one of 
our favourites.

34    WillBee The 
BumBleBee
Craig Smith
Willbee the bumblebee is hugely 
embarrassed when he realises 
his stripy jumper has caught 
on a rose thorn and completely 
unravelled. By the author of  
The Wonky Donkey.
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35  a SerieS oF 
unForTunaTe evenTS
Lemony Snicket
Hilarious, unhappy tales about 3 
orphans facing one outrageous 
misfortune after another.

36    JameS anD The 
gianT PeaCh
Roald Dahl
James’s parents are eaten by 
a rhinoceros escaped from the 
zoo. He’s sent to live with two 
horrible aunts, but misery turns 
to adventure when something 
peculiar happens, and life gets 
interesting!

37    The vamPire  
aCaDemy SerieS
Richelle Mead
St. Vladimir’s Academy isn’t 
just any boarding school - it’s a 
hidden place where vampires are 
educated in the ways of magic 
and half-human teens train to 
protect them. 

38    CharloTTe’S WeB
E B White
This is the tale of how a little girl 
named Fern, with the help of a 
friendly spider, saved her pig, 
Wilbur, from the usual fate of 
nice fat little pigs.

39    The WiTCheS
Roald Dahl
A woman tells her orphaned 
grandson how to recognize a 
witch - they only look human!

40    aliCe’S aDvenTureS 
in WonDerlanD
Lewis Carroll
A wacky cast of characters from 
the master of sublime nonsense!

41    The Dork  
DiarieS SerieS
Rachel Renee Russell
This series chronicles the  
daily life of Nikki Maxwell  
as she struggles to both fit in 
and survive Middle School. It’s 
written in a diary format and 
includes doodles, drawings and 
comic strips.

42    The lorD oF  
The ringS
JRR Tolkien
This began as a sequel to  
The Hobbit but eventually 
became a much larger work, 
with sales of the trilogy now 
exceeding 150 million copies. 
New Zealanders have embraced 
the series, making it our own.

43  Danny The  
ChamPion oF The 
WorlD
Roald Dahl
A wonderful tale from a master 
storyteller about Danny who has 
lived with his father, William, 
in a Gypsy caravan since his 
mother’s death.

44    The lorax
Dr Seuss
This hilarious story has a strong 
ecological message, with rhyme 
and repetition.

45  maximum riDe  
SerieS
James Patterson
This series chronicles the lives 
of 6 fugitive children, known 
collectively as The Flock. 
Created in a laboratory, they 
underwent scientific experiments 
that rendered them 98% human 
and 2% avian.

46    The WiTCh in The 
Cherry Tree
Margaret Mahy
David and his mother outsmart 
the witch that comes to sample 
their freshly baked cakes.

47    DoWn The BaCk oF 
The Chair
Margaret Mahy
When Dad loses his car keys, 
Mary suspects that they have 
ended up down the back of the 
chair so Dad begins to search - 
but what a strange collection of 
things are living there! 

48    STomP
Ruth Paul
The dinosaurs HOP, STOMP 
and ROAR, as on the outward 
journey the largest dinosaur 
leads, until they can go no 
further ...then on the way back, 
it’s baby dinosaur who gets to 
lead the way!

49    The WheelS on  
The BuS
Donovan Bixley
The classic song is brought to 
life amidst the New Zealand 
landscape, with the brilliant 
illustrations of Donovan Bixley.

50    Perky The Pukeko
Michelle Osment
When a farmer gives an 
orphaned egg to a bantam hen 
to raise, everyone is surprised 
when a pukeko emerges.
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