
Background & Overview

Founded by two Australians - Hugh Evans and Simon Moss - the Global Poverty Project 
was launched at the UN High Level Event on the MDGs in September 2008. The Global 
Poverty  Project's vision is a world without extreme poverty within a generation. They 
exist to increase the number and effectiveness of people taking action to end extreme 
poverty.

In 2010 they launched the direct experiential challenge Live Below the Line that 
encouraged people in developed countries to live below the extreme poverty  line for five 
days.

The phenomenal global success of Live Below the Line has raised over US$4 million with 
almost 25,000 people taking part in the US, UK, Australia and New Zealand.  

“The simplicity of the challenge is one reason for it’s incredible success,” said GPP NZ 
director Will Watterson. “By living on $2.25/day for 5 days, people get first-hand 
experience of poverty and it inspires them to get more involved.”

The World Bank estimates that people living on or below US$1.50 per day  ($2.25 NZ) are 
living in extreme poverty.  

A host of charity  partners work with the Global Poverty  Project to encourage people to take 
the challenge and experience the reality  of extreme poverty.  The diverse range of global 
partners from Oxfam to UNICEF welcome the enthusiasm the campaign generates 
and it offers a point of entry for younger people to directly engage with the issues.

Live Below the Line was launched in New Zealand in 2011.  The nascent event involved 
over 400 participants and received much media coverage both in Wellington and across 
the country.  In 2012, Live Below the Line will be orchestrated by  the Global Poverty 
Project team based in Auckland and is looking to dramatically expand the profile of the 
national campaign.

“Now that we’re based in Auckland, we’re looking to develop relationships with the major 
media outlets and other high profile New Zealanders so we can reach more people and 
get  the discussion about poverty into every home, school and office,” said Watterson.

Live Below the Line is trying to harness the power of technology and connectivity  to raise 
consciousness.  By weaving a mixture of direct experience and informative content with 
the accessibility of social media and the star power of celebrity, Live Below the Line 
offers a potent contribution to the united effort to end global poverty.  

$2.25

http://www.globalpovertyproject.com/
http://www.globalpovertyproject.com/


Celebrities like Hugh Jackman and internationally renowned economists like Jeffrey 
Sachs support Live Below the Line and more high-profile global leaders continue to get 
involved as the success and effectiveness of the campaign increases.

Live Below the Line will be hosting a series of events leading up  to the launch of the 
challenge in late September, including a short film competition, pop-up  dining experiences 
with notable chefs and a series of coordinated guerrilla marketing campaigns by a network 
of over 40 ambassadors across the country.  

“We’re very  excited about this year’s campaign,” said Watterson.  “There’s something 
about the challenge that really seems to resonate with the kiwi spirit of ingenuity, 
compassion and frugality.  We’re here to focus that enthusiasm so that it helps thousands 
of people in the developing world.”

Global Poverty Project also coordinates the delivery of it’s presentation 1.4 Billion 
Reasons, which has been delivered by presenters almost 800 times to over 100,000 
people around the world.

Global Poverty Project is a registered charity in New Zealand.

The Charity Partners for this years Live Below the Line Challenge are:

Oxfam- www.oxfam.org.nz/
UNICEF- www.unicef.org.nz/
World Vision- www.worldvision.org.nz/
VSA- www.vsa.org.nz/
Christian World Service- www.cws.org.nz/
TEAR fund- www.tearfund.org.nz/
P3 Foundation- www.p3foundation.org/
Global Poverty Project- www.globalpovertyproject.com/

For more information, please contact:

Patrick Rose

patrick@livebelowtheline.com

027 262 5770
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