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→ The Green Party’s plan to bring 100,000 children out of poverty by 2014.

One quarter of all New Zealand 
children are growing up in poverty.
That’s about 270,000 kids.
They are our friends’ children. They 
are our neighbours’ children. They are 
the children of our colleagues and our 
acquaintances. They are our nieces and 
nephews, they are our mokopuna. 
They are our children.
These children don’t get the start in life 
they need and deserve. They don’t get 
the essentials, so they miss out on the 
opportunity to fulfil their potential.
The Green Party has a vision for a 
clean, green economy that works for 
everyone. We have three priorities to 
achieve this vision: make our rivers 
safe to swim in again, create thousands 
of new clean green jobs, and bring 
100,000 children out of poverty by 
2014.

→ This is our plan to bring 100,000 
children out of poverty by 2014. 

The current situation Why we need to act
International research puts the economic cost of not acting to address 
child poverty at three percent of GDP, or about $6 billion per year. This is a 
conservative estimate. 
Child poverty costs us all, but it doesn’t cost much to end it. To implement our 
solutions to bring 100,000 children out of poverty would cost approximately 
$360 million per year for the next three years – less than 0.3 percent of GDP.
We need to act now to take care of our children and bring them out of poverty – 
for their sake, and for our future.

How we’re going to do it
We’ve developed four solutions which, if implemented, would bring 100,000 
New Zealand kids out of poverty within the next term of government.

1. Make Working for Families work for every low-income family
 Children have the same needs, whether their parents are in paid work 

or not. Working for Families helps low-income families make ends 
meet, but it doesn’t provide the same help to kids whose parents 
receive a benefit. We’d make Working for Families work for the 
140,000 poorest households in New Zealand.

2. Provide better study support for sole parents and beneficiaries
 Kids do better when their parents have access to education. There 

used to be support for sole parents to study at university, and it 
worked: parents moved off the benefit six months earlier and went 
into higher paying jobs. We’d reinstate and extend this support to help 
10,000 people get a higher education and take better care of their kids.

3. Raise the minimum wage to help working parents
 275,000 people work for minimum wage, and many of them take care 

of dependent children. It’s almost impossible to make ends meet on 
such low wages. We’d raise the minimum wage to $15 immediately to 
help working parents provide the basics for their kids.

4. Make sure rental properties are warm and healthy for kids
 375,000 kids live in cold, damp houses which make them sick. Most of 

these houses are rental properties. We’d create minimum performance 
standards for rental properties which would ensure warm, healthy, 
homes for thousands of children.
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“In her heart mum knows 
that if she doesn’t get 
enough food, and she knows 
that one of us will miss out, 
then she’ll actually make 
herself miss out.”
“Richie”, Age 11

Metiria Turei MP
Green Party Co-leader
Metiria.Turei@parliament.govt.nz 
04 817 6795

“In her heart mum knows that 
if she doesn’t get enough food, 
and she knows that one of us 
will miss out, 
then she’ll actually make herself 
miss out.”
“Richie”, Age 11


