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LIST OF SHAME

(October 2009 – September 2010)

October 2009
· A Gisborne man feeds five live kittens to his dog.  He is subsequently prosecuted by the SPCA and sentenced to seven months jail. 

· Cattle are discovered calving on a crop in extremely wet, cold and muddy conditions. When inspectors from Nelson SPCA find the calves, they are unable even to rise.

November 2009
· A man in Pukekohe tears the head off a kitten in front of his family.  He is subsequently jailed and banned from owning or exercising animals for five years.  
· 12 cats are reported dead in Cambridge. At least one of the cats has been deliberately poisoned and suffers kidney failure as a result. Prior to death, the poisoned cat appeared depressed and lethargic and drank excessive amounts of water. Waikato SPCA is investigating how the other cats died.
· A mastiff-cross dog with a chain imbedded in his neck is brought into a veterinary clinic in Wairarapa.  Bolt cutters are used to break the chain.  It takes over an hour to cut the chain out. 
· A Dunedin primary school boy is caught torturing his neighbour’s hens.  One of the hens dies of stress as a result.  The boy receives counseling and education regarding care of animals. 
December 2009

· Two Whangarei dogs are left chained-up, whilst their owner is away over the Christmas season.  When SPCA staff arrive at the house, the older dog is found to be suffering a seizure caused by severe heat stroke. The younger dog has been left in the sun and is not able to reach the water bowl because of a tangled chain.  The dog's internal organs have started to cook and humane euthanasing is required. 
· A Christchurch couple with well over 30 cats is convicted of failing to provide veterinary treatment for 14 of the cats, which have to be put down. An SPCA inspector says the euthanased cats had ulcerated eyeballs, inflammations, breathing problems and discharges from the eyes and nose.

· A dog is tied to a 10kg weight and drowned near Titahi Bay. A Wellington SPCA inspector, investigating the incident, says the collar and matching lead indicate the dog belonged to a family.
· A cat is found in Taranaki, with a bullet lodged in its nose, after being shot with a slug gun. 
· A dog with a broken paw is seen by a veterinary clinic at Green Island in Otago. The dog is meant to be brought back for further treatment but her 18-year-old owner refuses to do this. The dog is finally signed over to Otago SPCA.

· Following surgery on his knee, a Wanaka dog is left out in the open in a cage. The dog has neither shelter nor water and is left lying on a wet blanket, covered in urine and faeces in the heat of summer.
· A dog in Otatara, near Invercargill, is found burnt, bloodied and peeling allegedly from  being doused in solvent.  Its back legs are tied with nylon rope.  The dog is still alive and is picked-up by Southland SPCA.

· An employee at a Dunedin supermarket traps and baits a Red Billed Gull in one of the supermarket’s trollies. The man tortures the gull, a member of a protected species, for over five minutes, repeatedly striking it with the trolley’s flap and shaking the trolley violently, stunning the bird.  Although the gull is finally released, it is thought unlikely to survive. The man is later successfully prosecuted.
January 2010

· A Whangarei cat requires euthanasing after boiling water is poured over its body.  The cat’s skin was dying and the tissue rotting.  Whangarei SPCA describes the incident as an extremely cruel case of animal abuse.
· In Alexandra, an 18 year old boy is found shooting at his dog with a ‘BB’ gun, to try to stop it from barking.
February 2010

· A man in inner- city Auckland is arrested for swinging a rabbit by its ears at pedestrians, whilst verbally abusing them.  The rabbit is in a very stressed state and is taken in by Auckland SPCA.  The man is subsequently prosecuted.
· Two pet dogs are stolen, bludgeoned to death and thrown into a sewerage pond in Otematata, in South Canterbury. 

· An extremely malnourished dog is found with three bullet holes in his head in the Wairau Valley, near Nelson.  It appears that someone has tried to euthanase the dog, but has failed and left the animal to die.
March 2010

· In Invercargill, a dead dog is found locked in a room surrounded by rubbish and faeces.  The dog appears to have been left to starve.  Its eyes have collapsed within their sockets, hair is coming away from its skin and there’s a green colouring at its mouth. A woman is later prosecuted successfully by Southland SPCA.
· In Eketahuna, a severely underweight, two-year-old rottweiler is uplifted by Wairarapa SPCA. At the time of uplift, the dog weighs just 11kgs but is subsequently re-homed, weighing 23kgs.
· A pony belonging to a 13-year-old girl is examined by an Otago vet and found to be in such poor body condition that the only option is to euthanase it. 
April 2010

· A youth in the Christchurch suburb of Sumner is arrested for committing bestiality on a donkey.  The youth is referred to a therapeutic programme.
· A one-year-old pet lamb in Rotorua requires euthanasing, as a result of severe starvation.  The lamb is the skinniest ever seen by the pathologist. The owner is to be prosecuted.
May 2010

· The owner of an adult female dog, hit by a car in Tauranga, leaves the animal for between two and three months before seeking treatment. The incident has left the dog with a badly dislocated hind leg.  The owner is prosecuted by the SPCA and the case is currently before the court.

· In Hastings, 14 sheep are found bound with rope and crammed into the wheel well and foot wells of the back seat of a car. The sheep are all extremely distressed and two of them die as a result of the experience.  
· In Thames, a female pitbull, aged about two years, is found with a horrendous injury on the left-hand side of her face.  All the skin has been removed from between her ear and eye, and then down to her jaw.  Enquiries by the SPCA are continuing.

June 2010
· Two youths bludgeon to death an adult seal and a pup at the Kaikoura Peninsula seal colony.  Police say the seals were hit with a metal pole and one of them was run over.  
· In the Christchurch suburb of Bryndwr, a family’s pet cocker spaniel is shot and killed with an air rifle.  The family’s neighbour is subsequently convicted on charges of wilfully ill-treating the dog and unlawfully firing an air rifle near a house.

July 2010

· In Carterton, a kitten is found with its ears cut-off. Despite its horrendous injuries, the kitten is nursed back to health and rehomed. 
· 70 sheep are found dead on a farm at Rongotea in the Manawatu.  A further 25 sheep require euthanasing. Court proceedings are anticipated.
· An emaciated trekking horse requires euthanasing by a vet on Otago SPCA instructions.  The horse had also sustained trauma to its head and legs after falling on the ice.

· 40 sheep, lambs, goats and kids are found in a seriously neglected condition on a Central North Island farm. Rotorua SPCA understands that the animals had not been drenched or given supplementary feed for a number of months. As a result, the emaciated sheep and goats gave birth to lambs and kids that died immediately.  
August 2010

· Two puppies are found on the verge of death, huddled in a cardboard box in Feilding’s Timona Park. Feilding SPCA nurses the sick and emaciated puppies back to health and takes them to its shelter for re-homing.
· A family cat in Palmerston North is shot five times with a slug-gun by an unknown person.  The cat is found bleeding and struggling to breathe and will spend the rest of his days with slugs lodged in his body and neck.  

· A six-month-old pup from Waitara requires a leg amputation after being attacked with an iron bar.  A 33-year-old man is awaiting sentencing after being charged with possession of an offensive weapon and ill-treatment of an animal. The pup is taken in by the North Taranaki SPCA, nursed to health and rehomed. 
· A farmer in Waitohi, South Canterbury, is forced to shoot his sheep after vandals drive a vehicle around a paddock on his farm, leaving 12 heavily pregnant ewes dead and others badly injured.  Several of the sheep have sustained broken bones, whilst one has died in a pool of its own organs and another has been doused in accelerant and set on fire. 

· A puppy is kicked, struck against a tree and thrown through a basketball hoop by four boys in South Auckland. Neighbours see the dog being repeatedly kicked and punched before being thrown up a tree.  The puppy is handed over to Auckland SPCA.
September 2010

· A feral goat in New Plymouth dies from a throat slash with a blunt knife. North Taranaki SPCA describes it as particularly painful and cruel way to die.  
· A family cat is shot at close range with an air rifle in Otumoetai, in the Bay of Plenty.  One of the cat’s legs requires amputation as a result of a shattered bone. Following the incident, the cat recovers but is noticeably more timid.
· A skinned, dismembered and gutted cat is thrown at a house in Hamilton.  Enquiries are expected to continue into the cat owner’s identity.
· Canterbury SPCA frees a pet cat, which has spent up to two weeks caught in an illegal steel trap on a Burnside property. The cat is severely dehydrated and has a badly mangled leg. Following a law change last year, it is illegal to set steel-jaw leg-hold traps, commonly known as gin traps, without a permit. 
· In Porirua, a duck is shot with a crossbow, leaving a metal-tipped arrow through her neck and chest area.  Investigations by the SPCA are continuing and the culprit, if found, will be prosecuted.

· A Northland puppy is thrown or kicked across a busy road.  A truck driver stops when he sees the young dog fly across the road in front of his truck in Kerikeri.  The puppy is found to have bad bruising and a broken leg.  Bay of Islands SPCA is investigating the incident.
· A guinea pig from the Nelson area dies from suspected pneumonia and starvation after being left out in a cage in inclement weather with no provision for food, shelter or water.  
Thanks to the SPCA, many of the animals mentioned on this list have now been successfully rehabilitated and many of the perpetrators identified and brought to justice. 
PAGE  
1

