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Hot demand for Government insulation scheme 
Nearly 40,000 Kiwi households have benefited from the Government’s home insulation and energy efficiency programme Warm Up New Zealand: Heat Smart, Energy and Resources Minister Gerry Brownlee says. 

The Government is investing $347.3 million over four years in the programme – announced in the Budget last year – to retrofit 180,000 homes with insulation and clean heating devices such as high-efficiency heat pumps and efficient gas heaters. 

Since the scheme started in July 2009, 37,532 households throughout New Zealand have taken the opportunity to warm up their homes – far exceeding the first year target of 27,500 households.
In addition, an estimated 2000 jobs will be created over the four-year lifetime of the programme, providing a significant boost to regional economies across New Zealand, Mr Brownlee says.

“The scheme is open to all New Zealand households as long as the house was built before 2000,” he says. “From the outset, demand has been exceptionally high, especially from households on lower incomes.” 

In December, the Government added $24 million over four years to the scheme to increase the number of low-income households that could benefit from the scheme by at least 8500. To date, 22,365 low-income households have taken part in the programme.
“The scheme is a significant Government investment in household energy efficiency and also delivers many other benefits,” Mr Brownlee says. 

“As well as providing energy efficiency gains, insulating homes reduces health risks caused by living in cold, damp conditions. It has also helped boost the retrofit industry.”
The programme is delivered through the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority (EECA) as part of its ENERGYWISE™ programme.
Warm Up New Zealand: Heat Smart also includes a number of special projects co-funded by organisations across the country.  
Community groups, district health boards, iwi groups and local businesses are among the organisations providing additional funding to allow those most in need in their community to take part in the scheme at little or no cost. 

“It’s really pleasing to see so many other organisations getting behind the scheme,” Mr Brownlee says. “It’s an obvious reflection of the benefits that flow out to the wider community. 

“In the first year, these organisations committed a record $13 million to the scheme, and more is expected over the coming three years.  

“In addition, several councils and all of the major banks are making it easier for their customers to access the scheme by offering payment options through rates bills or mortgage top ups.”
The scheme operates under a multi-year appropriation, which means there is flexibility to bring funding forward to meet demand if needed.

Media contact: Nick Bryant  04 817 8273 or 021 245 8272
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Grant funding under Warm Up New Zealand: Heat Smart
	
	Insulation
	Clean heating

	All eligible houses
	33% of the total cost up to $1300 (incl GST)


	$500 (incl GST)

	Homeowners who hold Community Services Cards*
	60% of the total cost.
	$1200 (incl GST)

	Landlords with tenants who hold Community Services Cards
	60% of the total cost
	$500 (incl GST)


* Community Services card holders may be eligible for other funding from community based projects.

The Councils currently offering ways to access the scheme through rates are: 

· Nelson City Council 

· Environment Canterbury 

· Hawkes Bay Regional Council 

· Greater Wellington Regional Council
Summary of Warm Up New Zealand: Heat Smart delivery
	
(as at 15 April) 
	JUL
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	YEAR TO DATE

	Low Income - Owner Occupied
	1636
	2414
	3121
	3101
	2185
	916
	1868
	1538
	1493
	18272

	Low Income - Rental
	388
	412
	560
	974
	556
	256
	236
	285
	426
	4093

	General Income - Owner Occupied
	1189
	1973
	1899
	1521
	1564
	649
	1796
	1468
	1641
	13700

	General Income - Rental
	88
	172
	161
	183
	180
	88
	137
	181
	277
	1467

	TOTAL HOUSES RETROFITTED
	3301
	4971
	5741
	5779
	4485
	1909
	4037
	3472
	3837
	37532

	Total Houses With Insulation
	2810
	4353
	5040
	5250
	4108
	1752
	3803
	3236
	3518
	33870

	Total Houses With Heater
	782
	1279
	1372
	1367
	1078
	318
	403
	419
	561
	7579

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Insulation and heater
	291
	661
	671
	838
	701
	161
	169
	183
	242
	3917

	Insulation only
	2519
	3692
	4369
	4412
	3407
	1591
	3634
	3053
	3276
	29953

	Heater only
	491
	618
	701
	529
	377
	157
	234
	236
	319
	3662


Regional Delivery of Warm Up New Zealand: Heat Smart
	Region
	Houses Retrofitted

	Auckland
	7576

	Bay of Plenty
	2718

	Canterbury
	7016

	Gisborne
	790

	Hawke's Bay
	2263

	Manawatu-Wanganui
	1740

	Marlborough
	297

	Nelson
	892

	Northland
	1822

	Otago
	1909

	Southland
	1126

	Taranaki
	1092

	Tasman
	217

	Waikato
	3491

	Wellington
	4445

	West Coast
	138

	Total
	37532


Annual Targets for Warm Up New Zealand: Heat Smart
(indicative targets only – depending on funding allocated through multi-year appropriation)
	
	2009/10
	2010/11
	2011/12
	2012/13
	Total

	Total Community Service Cardholders
	27000
	21000
	18000
	4000
	70000

	Total General Income
	22000
	40000
	45000
	13500
	120500

	Programme Total
	50000
	61000
	63000
	17500
	190500


