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National Ethnic Population Projections: 
2006(base)–2026 update 
Highlights 
Under all projection series:

 New Zealand's Māori, Asian, and Pacific populations will continue to grow. 
 The 'European or Other (including New Zealander)', Māori, Asian, and Pacific populations will all 

age, reflected in rising median ages and increasing proportions of people in the older ages.

Under mid-range projection series 6:

 New Zealand's European or Other population is 
projected to reach 3.47 million by 2026, an 
increase of 260,000 (0.4 percent a year) over the 
estimated resident population at 30 June 2006 of 
3.21 million. 

 New Zealand's Māori population is projected to 
reach 810,000 by 2026, an increase of 190,000 
(1.3 percent a year) over the 2006 estimate of 
620,000. 

 New Zealand's Asian population is projected to 
reach 790,000 by 2026, an increase of 390,000 
(3.4 percent a year) over the 2006 estimate of 
400,000. 

 New Zealand's Pacific population is projected to 
reach 480,000 by 2026, an increase of 180,000 
(2.4 percent a year) over the 2006 estimate of 
300,000.
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Commentary 
Background

This release contains updated 2006-base population projections of four broad ethnic populations 
of New Zealand: 'European or Other (including New Zealander)', Māori, Asian, and Pacific. 
These supersede the 2006-base projections released in April 2008. The new projections have 
the estimated resident population of each ethnic group at 30 June 2006 as a base, and cover the 
period to 2026 at one-year intervals. 

These ethnic population projections complement the projections of the New Zealand population 
(national population projections, 2009(base)–2061) released on 27 October 2009. However, only 
series 6 of the respective ethnic population projections and series 5 of the New Zealand 
population projections are designed to be directly comparable. Other series cannot be directly 
compared because the projection assumptions may be incompatible. 

Detailed projection results, including projections for individual years and by single-year of age 
and sex, are available from Table Builder on the Statistics New Zealand website 
(www.stats.govt.nz). Updated subnational ethnic population projections for regional council and 
territorial authority areas will be released on 16 September 2010. Special projections can also be 
produced for clients using their own assumptions. For more information and quotes, email 
demography@stats.govt.nz or phone toll-free 0508 525 525. 

Ethnic population projections are produced to assist local and ethnic communities, as well as 
central government, in planning and policy-making. The projections provide information on the 
changing characteristics and distribution of the population, which are used to develop social 
policies in areas such as health and education. For example, where different ethnic groups 
experience different health conditions, ethnic population projections can help identify likely future 
service needs.

The projections are neither predictions nor forecasts. They provide an indication of possible 
future changes in the size and composition of the ethnic populations. While the projection 
assumptions are formulated from an assessment of short-term and long-term demographic 
trends, there is no certainty that any of the assumptions will be realised.

Each ethnic population consists of all people who identify with ethnicities within that ethnic group. 
It is important to note that these ethnic populations are not mutually exclusive because people 
can and do identify with more than one ethnicity. People who identify with more than one 
ethnicity have been included in each ethnic population that they identify with.

The Māori, Pacific, and Asian ethnic groups are defined in Level One of the Standard 
Classification of Ethnicity 2005. The estimates/projections for the 'European or Other (including 
New Zealander)' group include people who belong to the European or Other Ethnicity groups 
defined in Level One of the standard classification. If a person belongs to both the European and 
Other Ethnicity groups they have only been counted once. Almost all people in the Other 
Ethnicity group belong to the New Zealander sub-group.

What has changed from the previous 2006-base projections?

These national ethnic population projections have been updated to incorporate the latest 
demographic information, notably the 2009-base national population projections (released 27 
October 2009) and birth and death registrations to December 2009.
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Compared with the previous 2006-base national population projections (released 24 October 
2007), mid-range series 5 of the 2009-base national population projections assumes higher 
fertility, higher mortality, and higher net migration in the short term. The projection assumptions 
for the national ethnic population projections incorporate these changes. The combined effect of 
these changes is that in 2026 the new ethnic population projections have the European or Other 
population at 3.47 million, the Māori population at 810,000, the Asian population at 790,000, and 
the Pacific population at 480,000 according to series 6. By comparison, the previous projections 
had the European or Other population at 3.43 million and the Māori population at 820,000, while 
the Asian population was also 790,000 and the Pacific population 480,000 in 2026.

Which projection series should I use?

For each ethnic group (European or Other, Māori, Asian, and Pacific), eleven projection series 
have been produced to illustrate a range of possible scenarios using different combinations of 
fertility, mortality, migration, and inter-ethnic mobility assumptions. Users can make their own 
judgement as to which projection series is/are most suitable for their purposes. However, at the 
time of release, Statistics NZ considers mid-range projection series 6 the most suitable for 
assessing future population changes. Series 6 is consistent with mid-range series 5 of the 
national population projections (2009-base, released October 2009), and assumes medium 
fertility, medium mortality, medium migration, and medium inter-ethnic mobility for each ethnic 
group.

 
 

Series 6 assumes:

 Fertility: By 2026, the total fertility rate will be 1.85 births per woman for European or 
Other women, 2.50 for Māori women, 1.50 for Asian women, and 2.65 for Pacific women, 
while the total paternity rate will be 0.165 births per man for European or Other men (with 
non-European and non-Other women), 0.95 for Māori men (with non-Māori women), 0.23 
for Asian men (with non-Asian women), and 1.00 for Pacific men (with non-Pacific 
women). 

 Mortality: Life expectancy at birth will increase for the European or Other population to 
82.2 years for males and 85.4 years for females by 2026, for the Māori population to 75.4 
years for males and 79.2 years for females, for the Asian population to 86.6 years for 
males and 89.7 years for females, and for the Pacific population to 77.0 years for males 
and 80.4 years for females. 
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 Migration: There will be long-run annual net migration levels of -3,000 for the European or 
Other population (from 2013), -3,000 for the Māori population (from 2012), 12,000 for the 
Asian population (from 2010), and 500 for the Pacific population (from 2008). 

 Inter-ethnic mobility: There will be a net change to the population, due to people changing 
their ethnic identification, of 0 percent a year for the European or Other population, -0.3 
percent for the Māori population, -0.2 percent for the Asian population, and -0.2 percent 
for the Pacific population.

Among the projections, series 1 uses low population growth assumptions and gives the lowest 
population throughout the projection period. In contrast, series 11 uses high population growth 
assumptions and gives the highest population throughout the projection period.

Summary

The ethnic mosaic of New Zealand's population is changing, with the Māori, Asian, and Pacific 
populations making up a growing proportion of the overall New Zealand population. This reflects 
past and likely future differentials in fertility, as well as the impact of intermarriage and changes 
in migration patterns.

In addition, the Māori, Asian, and Pacific populations have a more youthful age structure and 
thus a greater built-in momentum for growth than the European or Other population. Combined 
with higher fertility for Māori and Pacific people, and the assumed net migration levels for Asian 
people, these ethnic populations are likely to grow at a much faster pace than their European or 
Other counterparts.

All ethnic groups will age in the coming decades, reflected in rising median ages and increasing 
proportions of people in the older ages. However, even two decades on, the Māori and Pacific 
populations will still have a younger age structure than the current total New Zealand population.

Alternative projection series

The 'European or Other (including New Zealander)' population is projected to increase from 3.21 
million at 30 June 2006 to 3.47 million in 2026 (series 6). Under the lowest growth scenario 
(series 1), the European or Other population will be less in 2026 (3.10 million) than in 2006. All 
other series project higher European or Other populations in 2026 than in 2006, with the highest 
growth scenario (series 11) projecting a population in 2026 of 3.88 million.

The Māori, Asian, and Pacific populations are projected to increase during the projection period 
under all series:

 The Māori population is projected to increase from 620,000 at 30 June 2006 to 810,000 
(series 6) in 2026, and range between 700,000 (series 1) and 940,000 (series 11) in 
2026. 

 The Asian population is projected to increase from 400,000 in 2006 to 790,000 (series 6) 
in 2026, and range between 610,000 (series 1) and 990,000 (series 11). 

 The Pacific population is projected to increase from 300,000 in 2006 to 480,000 (series 6) 
in 2026, and range between 430,000 (series 1) and 540,000 (series 11).

The total New Zealand population is projected to grow from 4.18 million in 2006 to 4.99 million in 
2026 (assuming medium fertility, medium mortality, and long-run annual net migration of 10,000 
a year). Alternative projections give a range of 4.78 to 5.20 million in 2026.
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Population growth

All four ethnic populations are projected to experience growth between 2006 and 2026 under 
projection series 6. The Asian population is projected to have the largest relative growth, 
averaging 3.4 percent a year. The Pacific and Māori populations will average annual growth of 
2.4 and 1.3 percent, respectively. The European or Other population will increase by an average 
of 0.4 percent a year. The total New Zealand population is projected to increase by an average 
of 0.8 percent a year between 2006 and 2026. However, population growth is likely to slow over 
the projection period for all populations, reflecting a gradual ageing of each population and lower 
rates of natural increase.

The Māori, Asian, and Pacific populations will all increase their share of the New Zealand 
population over the projection period because of their higher growth rates. The Māori population 
will make up 16.2 percent of the New Zealand population by 2026 compared with 14.9 percent in 
2006. The Asian population will make up 15.8 percent of the New Zealand population by 2026 
compared with 9.7 percent in 2006. The Pacific population will make up 9.6 percent of the New 
Zealand population by 2026 compared with 7.2 percent in 2006.
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These shares are all based on series 6 of the national ethnic population projections compared 
with series 5 of the national population projections. Other series cannot be directly compared 
because the projection assumptions are not necessarily compatible.

 

The increase in the Māori and Pacific population shares is mainly driven by their high rates of 
birth and natural increase. During 2005–07, the Māori and Pacific total fertility rates were 2.8 and 
3.0 births per woman, respectively. By comparison, the European or Other and Asian levels were 
1.9 and 1.5 births per woman, respectively. The overall New Zealand total fertility rate was 2.0 
births per woman in 2005–07.
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Ethnic intermarriage also makes an important contribution to growth. In about one-quarter of 
Māori births, the mother is non-Māori and the father is Māori. Similarly, in about one-quarter of 
Pacific births, the mother is non-Pacific and the father is Pacific. In addition, the Māori and 
Pacific populations have a much younger age structure, with relatively high proportions in the 
child and childbearing ages and low proportions at the older ages, which provides a built-in 
momentum for future growth.

The increase in the Asian population share is largely driven by the assumed levels of net 
migration, with a net inflow of about 250,000 migrants assumed over the 20-year period (series 
6). Natural increase (births minus deaths) will account for about 160,000 or two-fifths of the 
projected Asian population growth.
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The European or Other population will make up 69.5 percent of the New Zealand population by 
2026 compared with 76.8 percent in 2006. The lower European or Other share is a result of the 
lower-than-average European or Other population growth rate. This reflects the combination of 
lower fertility rates, an assumed net migration outflow of about 40,000 over the 20-year 
projection period, and an older age structure. The increasingly older age structure of the 
European or Other population means fewer births (because of fewer women in the childbearing 
ages), more deaths, and lower momentum for future population growth compared with the Māori 
and Pacific populations.

About 1 percent of New Zealand's population identified with ethnicities outside of these four 
broad ethnic groups in 2006. That is, an estimated 39,000 people identified with a Middle 
Eastern/Latin American/African (MELAA) ethnicity at 30 June 2006. 

Births and deaths

European or Other (including New Zealander)

European or Other births are expected to generally decrease from 46,000 in 2008 to 41,000 in 
2026 (series 6). The decrease in births is driven partly by the decline in the number of European 
or Other women in the childbearing ages, and partly by the assumed decline in European or 
Other total fertility rates from about 2.0 births per woman in 2007–11 to 1.85 in 2026. Under the 
high growth scenario (series 11), European or Other births increase to 53,000 in 2026. However, 
the low growth scenario (series 1) sees births dropping to 31,000 by 2026.

The contribution of ethnic paternity rates to European or Other births is relatively small, with 
about 1 in 12 European or Other births over the projection period contributed by non-European 
and non-Other mothers where the father is European or Other.

European or Other deaths are expected to increase steadily from 24,000 in 2007 to 31,000 in 
2026 (series 6). This trend is due to more European or Other people in the older ages, where 
most deaths occur. In the low mortality (series 9) and high mortality (series 3) scenarios, 
European or Other deaths total 29,000 and 33,000, respectively, in 2026.
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Natural increase (births minus deaths) is projected to generally decrease from 21,000 in 2008 to 
10,000 in 2026 (series 6). Under all scenarios European or Other natural increase declines after 
2008, ranging in 2026 from a natural decrease of 1,000 (series 1) to a natural increase of 24,000 
(series 11). 

Māori

Māori births are expected to total about 18,000 a year over the projection period (series 6). The 
relatively stable number reflects more Māori in the childbearing ages, which offsets the assumed 
decline in total fertility rates from about 2.9 births per woman in 2007–11 to 2.5 in 2026. Under 
the high growth scenario (series 11), Māori births continue to rise to 21,000 in 2016 and 24,000 
in 2026. However, the low growth scenario (series 1) sees births dropping below 14,000 from 
2021.

The contribution of ethnic paternity rates to Māori births is significant, with about 1 in 4 Māori 
births over the projection period contributed by non-Māori mothers where the father is Māori.

Māori deaths are expected to increase steadily from almost 3,000 in 2007 to over 4,000 in 2026 
(series 6), due to more Māori at older ages where most deaths occur. There is relatively little 
variation in projected deaths over the 20-year projection period, with about 3,900 deaths 
expected in 2026 under the low mortality scenario (series 9) and 4,600 under the high mortality 
scenario (series 3).

Natural increase will generally decrease from over 15,000 a year in 2007–11 to 14,000 a year in 
2022–26 (series 6). Under all scenarios, however, natural increase remains a significant 
component of Māori population growth, ranging between 9,000 (series 1) and 20,000 (series 11) 
in 2026.

Asian

Asian births are expected to increase from 7,000 a year 2007–09 to over 10,000 a year from 
2019 (series 6). The increase in births is driven by more Asian women in the childbearing ages. 
However, there is a wide range in projected births depending on the combination of projection 
assumptions. In series 1, annual births remain stable under 7,000 a year. In series 11, annual 
births continue to increase reaching nearly 16,000 in 2026.
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The contribution of ethnic paternity rates to Asian births is relatively small, with about 1 in 8 Asian 
births over the projection period contributed by non-Asian mothers where the father is Asian.

Asian deaths are expected to increase from 700 a year in 2007–09 to 2,000 in 2026 (series 6), 
due to more Asian people at older ages where most deaths occur. There is relatively little 
variation in projected deaths over the projection period, with about 1,800 deaths expected in 
2026 under the low mortality scenario (series 9) and 2,300 under the high mortality scenario 
(series 3).

Natural increase is projected to increase from 6,000 in 2007 to over 8,000 a year from 2014 
(series 6). Unlike the other ethnic groups, natural increase makes a smaller contribution than net 
migration to Asian population growth. Nevertheless, under all scenarios Asian natural increase 
remains positive, ranging between 4,000 (series 1) and 14,000 (series 11) in 2026. 

Pacific

Pacific births are expected to increase from 9,000 in 2007 to 12,000 in 2026 (series 6). This is 
due to more Pacific people in the childbearing ages, which more than offsets the assumed 
decline in total fertility rates from about 3.1 births per woman in 2007–11 to 2.65 in 2026. Under 
the high growth scenario (series 11), Pacific births rise further to 12,000 in 2016 and 15,000 in 
2026. However, the low growth scenario (series 1) sees annual births remaining below 10,000.

The contribution of ethnic paternity rates to Pacific births is significant, with about 1 in 4 Pacific 
births over the projection period contributed by non-Pacific mothers where the father is Pacific.

Pacific deaths are expected to increase from 1,100 a year in 2007–09 to 1,800 in 2026 (series 
6), due to more Pacific people at older ages. There is relatively little variation in projected deaths 
over the 20-year projection period, with about 1,700 deaths expected in 2026 under the low 
mortality scenario (series 9) and 2,000 under the high mortality scenario (series 3).

Natural increase will generally increase from about 8,000 in 2007 to 9,000 in 2016 and to over 
10,000 by 2026 (series 6). Under all scenarios Pacific natural increase remains significant, 
ranging between 8,000 (series 1) and 13,000 (series 11) in 2026.
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Ageing population

All four ethnic populations are projected to age over the next two decades, regardless of which 
projection series is chosen, reflected in rising median ages and increasing proportions of people 
in the older ages.

 

The Māori and Pacific populations will continue to have a much younger age structure than the 
overall New Zealand population because of their higher birth rates. Half of the Māori population 
will be older than 25.4 years in 2026, compared with a median age of 22.9 years in 2006 (series 
6). Half of the Pacific population will be older than 23.2 years in 2026, compared with a median 
age of 21.7 years in 2006. 
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The Asian population will continue to have a younger age structure than the overall New Zealand 
population, mainly because of immigration. Half of the Asian population will be older than 34.6 
years in 2026, compared with a median age of 28.5 years in 2006 (series 6).

 

Children

The number of European or Other children (aged 0–14 years) is projected to decrease from 
645,000 in 2006 to 611,000 in 2026 (series 6). As a result, children will make up a smaller 
proportion of the European or Other population, dropping from 20 percent to 18 percent. This 
smaller proportion is due to the decrease in the number of births and the gradual ageing of the 
European or Other population. Only the high fertility projections (series 10 and 11) indicate 
significantly more European or Other children in 2026 than in 2006.
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The number of Māori children is projected to increase 21 percent from 215,000 in 2006 to 
258,000 in 2026 (series 6). However, children will make up a smaller proportion of the Māori 
population, dropping from 34 percent in 2006 to 32 percent in 2026. This is due to the projected 
decline in the Māori birth rate and the gradual ageing of the Māori population.

The number of Asian children is projected to roughly double from 84,000 in 2006 to 164,000 in 
2026 (series 6). Children will make up about 21 percent of the Asian population over the 
projection period. All projection series indicate more Asian children in 2026.

The number of Pacific children is projected to rise steadily, increasing from 110,000 in 2006 to 
165,000 in 2026 (series 6). Children will make up a smaller proportion of the Pacific population, 
dropping from 37 percent in 2006 to 34 percent in 2026. This is due to the projected decline in 
the Pacific birth rate and the gradual ageing of the Pacific population.

The ethnic composition of New Zealand children will change over the projection period. 
According to series 6:

 European or Other children will make up 65.8 percent of New Zealand children in 2026, 
compared with 72.6 percent in 2006. 

 Māori children will make up 27.8 percent in 2026, compared with 24.2 percent in 2006. 
 Asian children will make up 17.7 percent in 2026, compared with 9.4 percent in 2006. 
 Pacific children will make up 17.7 percent in 2026, compared with 12.4 percent in 2006.

The level of ethnic overlap is particularly significant among children, reflecting the incidence of 
multiple ethnicity. At the 2006 Census, 20 percent of children (aged 0–14 years) identified with 
more than one ethnicity compared with 10 percent of the population overall. 
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Working-age population

European or Other (including New Zealander)

The European or Other working-age population (those aged 15–64 years) is projected to 
increase initially, from 2.10 million in 2006 to 2.15 million in 2011, and then decline to 2.08 million 
in 2026 (series 6). People in the working ages will make up 60 percent of the European or Other 
population in 2026, down from 66 percent in 2006.

Within this broad group, however, there will be different trends. The population aged 15–39 years 
is expected to decrease from 1.04 million in 2006 to just under 1.02 million in 2015, but then 
increase back to almost 1.04 million by 2026 (series 6). From 2018, under 30 percent of the 
European or Other population will be aged 15–39 years, compared with 32 percent in 2006.

In contrast, the European or Other population aged 40–64 years is projected to increase from 
1.06 million in 2006 to 1.13 million in 2014 (series 6). After 2014, their number will decline to 1.05 
million in 2026. This age group accounted for 33 percent of the European or Other population in 
2006, and is expected to increase to 34 percent in 2011 but then decrease to under 31 percent in 
2026. The contrasting trends of the 15–39 years and 40–64 years age groups mainly reflect the 
ageing of the large birth cohorts of the 1950s to early 1970s. 

Māori

The Māori working-age population is projected to increase from 380,000 in 2006 to 480,000 in 
2026 (series 6). They will make up 60 percent of the Māori population in 2026, down slightly from 
61 percent in 2006.

Within this group, the population aged 15–39 years is projected to increase from 250,000 in 2006 
to 300,000 in 2026 (series 6). This age group accounted for 39 percent of the Māori population in 
2006, but is expected to drop to 36 percent in 2020 before increasing back to 37 percent in 2026.

The number of Māori people aged 40–64 years is expected to increase from 140,000 in 2006 to 
180,000 in 2026. This age group accounted for 22 percent of the Māori population in 2006, and 
is expected to increase to nearly 24 percent in 2015 before dropping back to 22 percent in 2026.

Asian

The Asian working-age population is projected to increase significantly from 300,000 in 2006 to 
540,000 in 2026 (series 6). They will make up 68 percent of the Asian population in 2026, down 
from 75 percent in 2006.

Within this group, the Asian population aged 15–39 years is expected to increase from 190,000 
in 2006 to 300,000 in 2026. In 2026, 38 percent of the Asian population will be aged 15–39 
years, compared with 48 percent in 2006.

The number of Asian people aged 40–64 years is projected to more than double between 2006 
and 2026, from 110,000 to 230,000. This age group accounted for 27 percent of the Asian 
population in 2006, but is expected to increase to 30 percent in 2026.
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Pacific

The Pacific working-age population is projected to increase from 180,000 in 2006 to 290,000 in 
2026 (series 6). They will make up 59 percent of the Pacific population in 2026, down slightly 
from 60 percent in 2006.

Within this group, the Pacific population aged 15–39 years is expected to increase from 120,000 
in 2006 to 190,000 in 2026. In 2026, 39 percent of the Pacific population will be aged 15–39 
years, down from 40 percent in 2006 but up from 38 percent in 2020.

The number of Pacific people aged 40–64 years is projected to increase from 60,000 in 2006 to 
100,000 in 2026. This age group accounted for 20 percent of the Pacific population in 2006, and 
is expected to account for 21 percent in 2016 and 20 percent in 2026.
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Ethnic proportions

The ethnic composition of New Zealand's working-age population (15–64 years) is projected to 
become increasingly diverse with a greater proportion identifying with Māori, Asian, and Pacific 
ethnicities in the future. According to series 6, Māori will increase their share from 13.8 percent in 
2006 to 15.5 percent in 2026, the Asian share will increase from 10.8 percent to 17.3 percent, 
while the Pacific share will increase from 6.5 percent to 9.2 percent. Over the same time the 
European or Other share will drop from 75.6 percent to 66.8 percent.

Among the younger workers (aged 15–39 years), the Māori share is projected to be 18.6 percent 
in 2026, up from 16.8 percent in 2006; the Asian share 18.6 percent in 2026, up from 13.2 
percent; and the Pacific share 11.6 percent in 2026, up from 8.2 percent. In contrast, the 
European or Other share will be 63.6 percent by 2026, compared with 71.1 percent in 2006.

A similar trend emerges for the older workers (aged 40–64 years). The Māori share is projected 
to be 12.1 percent in 2026, up from 10.4 percent in 2006; the Asian share 15.8 percent in 2026, 
up from 8.2 percent; and the Pacific share 6.5 percent in 2026, up from 4.5 percent. In contrast, 
the European or Other share will be 70.2 percent in 2026, compared with 80.6 percent in 2006.

Older people

Older people in all ethnic groups are projected to increase significantly under all projection 
scenarios. The number of European or Other people aged 65 years and over is projected to 
reach 780,000 in 2026, up from 460,000 in 2006 (series 6). In 2026 they will make up 22.4 
percent of the European or Other population, compared with 14.4 percent in 2006. Under this 
scenario, the European or Other population aged 65 years and over will outnumber the 
European or Other population aged 0–14 years from 2018.

 

The number of Māori people aged 65 years and over is projected to reach 69,000 in 2026, 
almost three times the 2006 population of 26,000. In 2026, they will make up 8.5 percent of the 
Māori population, compared with 4.1 percent in 2006.
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The number of Asian people aged 65 years and over is projected to reach 88,000 in 2026, 
almost five times the 2006 population of 19,000. In 2026, they will make up 11.2 percent of the 
Asian population, compared with 4.7 percent in 2006.

The number of Pacific people aged 65 years and over is projected to reach 31,000 in 2026, 
almost three times the 2006 population of 12,000. In 2026, they will make up 6.4 percent of the 
Pacific population, compared with 3.8 percent in 2006.

The New Zealand population aged 65 years and over is comprised mainly of European or Other 
people. In 2006, the European or Other share was 90.5 percent. This is projected to drop to 82.4 
percent in 2026 (series 6). In contrast, the Māori, Asian, and Pacific shares are all projected to 
increase. By 2026, the Māori share will be 7.3 percent, up from 5.0 percent in 2006; the Asian 
share will be 9.4 percent, up from 3.7 percent; and the Pacific share will be 3.3 percent, up from 
2.3 percent.

The level of ethnic overlap is less significant among older people, although there is an increasing 
incidence of multiple ethnicity. At the 2006 Census, 4 percent of people aged 65 years and over 
identified with more than one ethnicity compared with 10 percent of the population overall. 

Will half of New Zealand's population be Māori or Pacific by 2050? 

It has been said that at least half of New Zealand's population will be Māori or Pacific by 2050. 
Sometimes it is said that half of a given age group will be Māori, Pacific, or Asian by a certain 
year. But is there any basis to these claims? 

Statistics NZ does not derive ethnic population projections as far out as 2050. This reflects the 
uncertain nature of ethnic identification and uncertain trends in ethnic fertility, mortality, and 
migration. These uncertainties make ethnic population projections too imprecise to be 
informative in the long term. The concept of ethnicity also continues to evolve from, for example, 
ethnicity measures previously based on degree of blood to the self-identified affiliation widely 
used today. 

Even in the 1990s when Statistics NZ did publish limited ethnic population projections to 2050, 
the projections indicated nothing like a 50 percent share for any combination of Māori, Pacific, or 
Asian populations. The latest ethnic population projections, contained in this release, indicate 
that by 2026 the proportion of the national population identifying with the broad Māori, Pacific, 
and Asian ethnic groups will increase to 16 percent, 10 percent, and 16 percent, respectively 
(mid-range projection series 6). Under a comparable scenario, the proportion identifying with a 
'European or Other (including New Zealander)' ethnicity will drop from 77 percent in 2006 to 70 
percent in 2026. However, even the broad European population will continue to increase in 
number over that 20-year period. 

Part of the 2050 claim is probably related to multiple ethnicity. People can and do identify with 
more than one ethnicity. For most purposes, including population projections, it makes sense to 
include people in each ethnic group that they have chosen. Certainly, Statistics NZ has no basis 
for excluding people from any of their chosen ethnic groups. However, summing overlapping 
ethnic populations gives misleading results. 
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For example, from 2006 population estimates, largely based on the 2006 Census, Māori 
comprised 15 percent of New Zealand's population, Pacific 7 percent, and Asian 10 percent. 
Summing those proportions gives 32 percent. However, those populations overlap so the true 
proportion identifying with a Māori, Pacific, or Asian ethnicity was actually 30 percent in 2006. 
Moreover, these groups overlap with the 'European or Other (including New Zealander)' 
population, which comprised 77 percent of New Zealand's population in 2006. And there was 
another 1 percent of people who identified with Middle Eastern, Latin American, and African 
ethnicities. 

The 2050 claim may also be related to differential birth rates. As of 2009, about 2 births in 5 have 
a Māori and/or Pacific parent. Similarly, about half of children born have a Māori, Pacific, and/or 
Asian ethnicity. Because of this births pattern, New Zealand would eventually have half of its 
population identifying with a Māori and/or Pacific and/or Asian ethnicity if all other factors 
remained constant. However, this is unlikely to be the case because of the confounding effects of 
differential mortality, migration, and ethnic identification (including people changing ethnic identity 
over time). Plus it would take a very long time for this proportion to filter through all ages of the 
population. 

In summary, New Zealand is expected to become more ethnically diverse in terms of the 
numbers and proportions of people identifying with non-European ethnicities. These proportions 
will be highest at the youngest ages, reflecting the effect of births from higher Māori and Pacific 
fertility rates and intermarriage. However, claims that half of New Zealand's population will be 
Māori and/or Pacific and/or Asian by 2050 are not based on any published demographic 
statistics. And because of multiple ethnic affiliations, it does not follow that a minority of people 
must identify with a European ethnicity for a majority of people to identify with other ethnicities. 

For technical information contact:
Kim Dunstan
Christchurch 03 964 8700
Email: demography@stats.govt.nz

mailto:demography@stats.govt.nz
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Technical notes 
Ethnic concept

The ethnic concept used in these projections is the ethnic group or groups that people identify 
with or feel they belong to. Ethnicity is self-perceived and people can belong to more than one 
ethnic group. For example, people can identify with Māori ethnicity even though they may not be 
descended from a Māori ancestor. Conversely, people may choose to not identify with Māori 
ethnicity even though they are descended from a Māori ancestor. Ethnicity is not the same as 
birthplace.

For more information about ethnicity, refer to the Review of the Measurement of Ethnicity which 
includes information about the Statistical Standard for Ethnicity 2005.

2006 Census

The 2006 Census asked people "Which ethnic group do you belong to? Mark the space or 
spaces which apply to you." The census usually resident population count of 4,027,947 included 
2,997,930 people who identified with a European or Other ethnicity, 565,329 who identified with 
the Māori ethnicity, 354,552 who identified with an Asian ethnicity, 265,974 who identified with a 
Pacific ethnicity, 34,746 who identified with a Middle Eastern/Latin American/African (MELAA) 
ethnicity, and 167,784 who gave no specific ethnic response.

At the 2006 Census, the number of people identifying with various European or Other ethnicities 
was: New Zealand European 2,381,076, New Zealander 429,429, English 44,202, Dutch 28,641, 
British not further defined 27,189, Australian 26,355, European not further defined 21,858, South 
African not elsewhere classified 21,609, Scottish 15,039, Irish 12,651, German 10,917, American 
10,806, and other European or Other groups 55,260. There were 80,088 people who identified 
with more than one European or Other ethnicity (eg Irish and New Zealander). Of the 2,997,930 
European or Other people, 10 percent (302,997) also identified with non-European and non-
Other ethnicities. While 84 percent (2,500,047) of people who stated a birthplace were born in 
New Zealand, 11 percent (314,076) were born in Europe (including the United Kingdom).

Of the 565,329 people identifying with Māori ethnicity at the 2006 Census, 47 percent (266,934) 
also identified with non-Māori ethnicities. Of those respondents who stated a birthplace, 98 
percent (547,302) were born in New Zealand.

At the 2006 Census, the number identifying with various Asian ethnicities was: Chinese 
(including Taiwanese, etc) 147,570, Indian (including Fijian Indian, etc) 104,583, Korean 30,792, 
Filipino 16,938, Japanese 11,910, Sri Lankan (including Sinhalese, etc) 8,310, Cambodian 
6,918, Thai 6,057, Vietnamese 4,773, Malay 3,540, Indonesian 3,261, and other Asian groups 
13,674. There were 3,867 people who identified with more than one Asian ethnicity (eg Chinese 
and Indian). Of the 354,552 Asian people, 9 percent (32,097) also identified with non-Asian 
ethnicities. While 20 percent (70,650) of people who stated a birthplace were born in New 
Zealand, 68 percent (240,537) were born in Asia.

At the 2006 Census, the number of people identifying with various Pacific ethnicities was: 
Samoan 131,103, Cook Islands Maori (including Rarotongan, etc) 58,008, Tongan 50,481, 
Niuean 22,476, Fijian 9,864, Tokelauan 6,819, and other Pacific groups 8,907. There were 
19,890 people who identified with more than one Pacific ethnicity (eg Samoan and Tongan). Of 
the 265,974 Pacific people, 30 percent (79,596) also identified with non-Pacific ethnicities. While 
60 percent (157,200) of people who stated a birthplace were born in New Zealand, 39 percent 
(103,176) were born elsewhere in Oceania (including Australia).

http://www.stats.govt.nz/reports/analytical-reports/review-measurement-of-ethnicity.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/reports/analytical-reports/review-measurement-of-ethnicity.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/reports/analytical-reports/review-measurement-of-ethnicity.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/reports/analytical-reports/review-measurement-of-ethnicity.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/reports/analytical-reports/review-measurement-of-ethnicity.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/reports/analytical-reports/review-measurement-of-ethnicity.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/reports/analytical-reports/review-measurement-of-ethnicity.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/reports/analytical-reports/review-measurement-of-ethnicity.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/reports/analytical-reports/review-measurement-of-ethnicity.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/reports/analytical-reports/review-measurement-of-ethnicity.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/reports/analytical-reports/review-measurement-of-ethnicity.aspx
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For more ethnicity information from the 2006 Census, refer to QuickStats About Culture and 
Identity and classification counts for ethnic group.

European or Other 

Projections have been derived for the 'European or Other (including New Zealander)' ethnic 
group. Projections are not available for the European ethnic group, or for the Other (including 
New Zealander) ethnic group. This reflects that sufficient demographic data is available to enable 
projection assumptions to be derived for the combined ethnic grouping, but not for the separate 
ethnic groups. This approach is consistent with Guidelines for Using Ethnicity Data: 2006 
Census.

Base population

The 'European or Other (including New Zealander)' population projections have as a base the 
estimated resident population of European or Other ethnicities of New Zealand at 30 June 2006. 
This population (3,213,000) was based on the census usually resident population count 
(2,997,930) at 7 March 2006 with adjustments for:

1. non-response to the census ethnicity question (+121,000) 
2. net census undercount (+50,000) 
3. residents temporarily overseas on census night (+41,000) 
4. births, deaths and net migration between census night (7 March 2006) and 30 June 2006 

(+2,000) 
5. reconciliation with demographic estimates at ages 0–4 years (+2,000).

The Māori population projections have as a base the estimated resident population of Māori 
ethnicity of New Zealand at 30 June 2006. This population (624,000) was based on the census 
usually resident population count (565,329) at 7 March 2006 with adjustments for:

1. non-response to the census ethnicity question (+27,800) 
2. net census undercount (+18,900) 
3. residents temporarily overseas on census night (+7,000) 
4. births, deaths and net migration between census night (7 March 2006) and 30 June 2006 

(+4,500) 
5. reconciliation with demographic estimates at ages 0–4 years (+800).

The Asian population projections have as a base the estimated resident population of Asian 
ethnicities of New Zealand at 30 June 2006. This population (404,400) was based on the census 
usually resident population count (354,552) at 7 March 2006 with adjustments for:

1. non-response to the census ethnicity question (+17,300) 
2. net census undercount (+13,600) 
3. residents temporarily overseas on census night (+14,900) 
4. births, deaths and net migration between census night (7 March 2006) and 30 June 2006 

(+3,700) 
5. reconciliation with demographic estimates at ages 0–4 years (+300).

The Pacific population projections have as a base the estimated resident population of Pacific 
ethnicities of New Zealand at 30 June 2006. This population (301,600) was based on the census 
usually resident population count (265,974) at 7 March 2006 with adjustments for:

http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage/QuickStats/quickstats-about-a-subject/culture-and-identity.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage/QuickStats/quickstats-about-a-subject/culture-and-identity.aspx
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http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage/QuickStats/quickstats-about-a-subject/culture-and-identity.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage/QuickStats/quickstats-about-a-subject/culture-and-identity.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage/QuickStats/quickstats-about-a-subject/culture-and-identity.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage/QuickStats/quickstats-about-a-subject/culture-and-identity.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage/QuickStats/quickstats-about-a-subject/culture-and-identity.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage/classification-counts-tables/about-people/ethnic-group.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage/classification-counts-tables/about-people/ethnic-group.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage/classification-counts-tables/about-people/ethnic-group.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage/classification-counts-tables/about-people/ethnic-group.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage/classification-counts-tables/about-people/ethnic-group.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage/classification-counts-tables/about-people/ethnic-group.aspx
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http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage/classification-counts-tables/about-people/ethnic-group.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage/classification-counts-tables/about-people/ethnic-group.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/reports/analytical-reports/review-measurement-of-ethnicity/papers.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/reports/analytical-reports/review-measurement-of-ethnicity/papers.aspx
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http://www.stats.govt.nz/reports/analytical-reports/review-measurement-of-ethnicity/papers.aspx
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1. non-response to the census ethnicity question (+18,100) 
2. net census undercount (+9,100) 
3. residents temporarily overseas on census night (+4,900) 
4. births, deaths and net migration between census night (7 March 2006) and 30 June 2006 

(+3,000) 
5. reconciliation with demographic estimates at ages 0–4 years (+500).

The estimated and projected resident populations are not directly comparable with 
census counts because of these adjustments. For more information about the base 
population, refer to Information about the population estimates on the Statistics New Zealand 
website (www.stats.govt.nz).

Alternative series

For each ethnic group, eleven alternative series have been produced using different 
combinations of fertility, mortality, migration and inter-ethnic mobility assumptions. At the time of 
release, projection series 6 is considered the most suitable for assessing future population 
changes. The other projection series allow users to assess the impact on population size and 
structure resulting from changes in the assumptions for each of the components of population 
change. Series 2, 6, and 10 can be used for assessing the effect of the different fertility 
assumptions; series 3, 6, and 9 allow for a comparative mortality analysis; series 4, 6, and 8 
allow for alternative migration levels; and series 5, 6, and 7 allow for different inter-ethnic mobility 
rates.

Series 1 and 11 give the lowest and highest projected population, respectively, based on the 
adopted assumptions. Series 1 uses low fertility, high mortality, low migration, and high inter-
ethnic mobility. Series 11 uses high fertility, low mortality, high migration, and low inter-ethnic 
mobility.

Method

A special 'cohort component' method has been used to derive the population projections. In this 
method the base population is projected forward by calculating the effect of deaths, migration, 
and inter-ethnic mobility within each age-sex group according to specified mortality, migration, 
and inter-ethnic mobility assumptions. New birth cohorts are generated by applying specified 
fertility assumptions to the female population of childbearing age, and specified paternity 
assumptions to the male population.

The method differs from the conventional cohort component method in two respects:

1. For each ethnic group, births are projected separately for women, and for men where the 
mother is not of that ethnic group. 

2. The projections allow for population change due to inter-ethnic mobility (ie people 
changing their ethnic identification over time).

Projection assumptions

Projection assumptions are formulated after analysis of short-term and long-term historical 
trends, recent trends and patterns observed in other countries, government policy, and other 
relevant information. For more information about the projections, including a summary table of 
assumptions, refer to Information about the demographic projections on the Statistics New 
Zealand website (www.stats.govt.nz).

http://www2.stats.govt.nz/domino/external/omni/omni.nsf/outputs/Population+Estimates
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http://www2.stats.govt.nz/domino/external/omni/omni.nsf/outputs/Population+Estimates
http://www.stats.govt.nz/
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Fertility

The fertility assumptions are formulated relative to those adopted in the national population 
projections, 2009(base)–2061. A sex ratio at birth of 105.5 males per 100 females is assumed, 
based on the historical annual average of the total population.

European or Other (including New Zealander)

There are three alternative fertility variants – designated low, medium, and high – which assume 
that fertility rates for European or Other women will vary until the year 2026 when the total fertility 
rate will reach 1.65, 1.85, and 2.05 births per woman, respectively. The corresponding total 
paternity rate of European or Other men (with non-European and non-Other women) is assumed 
to reach 0.115, 0.165, and 0.215 births per man in 2026. The estimated rates in 2005–07 were 
1.92 births per European or Other woman and 0.14 births per European or Other man (with non-
European and non-Other women).

The medium fertility variant assumes fertility rates of European or Other women aged under 33 
years will generally decline between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for women aged 33 
years and over. The low fertility variant assumes fertility rates of women aged under 34 years will 
generally decline between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for women aged 34 years and 
over. The high fertility variant assumes fertility rates of women aged under 31 years will generally 
decline between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for women aged 31 years and over.

The medium paternity variant assumes paternity rates of European or Other men aged under 35 
years will generally decline between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for men aged 35 years 
and over. The low paternity variant assumes paternity rates of men of most ages will generally 
decline between 2007 and 2026. The high paternity variant assumes paternity rates of men aged 
under 32 years will generally decline between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for men 
aged 32 years and over.

 

http://www.stats.govt.nz/methods_and_services/information-releases/national-population-projections.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/methods_and_services/information-releases/national-population-projections.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/methods_and_services/information-releases/national-population-projections.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/methods_and_services/information-releases/national-population-projections.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/methods_and_services/information-releases/national-population-projections.aspx
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Projected births are reduced to allow for births to European or Other parent(s) that are not 
registered as European or Other children. The low, medium, and high variants assume that 1.6, 
2.1, and 2.6 percent, respectively, of births to European or Other parent(s) are non-European 
and non-Other children.

Māori

There are three alternative fertility variants – designated low, medium, and high – which assume 
that fertility rates for Māori women will vary until the year 2026 when the total fertility rate will 
reach 2.20, 2.50, and 2.80 births per woman, respectively. The corresponding total paternity rate 
of Māori men (with non-Māori women) is assumed to reach 0.80, 0.95, and 1.10 births per man 
in 2026. The estimated rates in 2005–07 were 2.78 births per Māori woman and 0.97 births per 
Māori man (with non-Māori women).

The medium fertility variant assumes fertility rates of Māori women aged under 31 years will 
generally decline between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for women aged 31 years and 
over. The low fertility variant assumes fertility rates of women aged under 34 years will generally 
decline between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for women aged 34 years and over. The 
high fertility variant assumes fertility rates of women aged under 29 years will generally decline 
between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for women aged 29 years and over.

The medium paternity variant assumes paternity rates of Māori men aged under 35 years will 
generally decline between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for men aged 35 years and over. 
The low paternity variant assumes paternity rates of men aged under 42 years will generally 
decline between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for men aged 42 years and over. The high 
paternity variant assumes paternity rates of men aged under 33 years will generally decline 
between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for men aged 33 years and over.

Projected births are reduced to allow for births to Māori parent(s) that are not registered as Māori 
children. The low, medium, and high variants assume that 3.4, 3.9, and 4.4 percent, respectively, 
of births to Māori parent(s) are non-Māori children.

Asian

There are three alternative fertility variants – designated low, medium, and high – which assume 
that fertility rates for Asian women will vary until the year 2026 when the total fertility rate will 
reach 1.30, 1.50, and 1.70 births per Asian woman, respectively. The corresponding total 
paternity rate of Asian men (with non-Asian women) is assumed to reach 0.18, 0.23, and 0.28 
births per man in 2026. The estimated rates in 2005–07 were 1.52 births per Asian woman and 
0.20 births per Asian man (with non-Asian women).

The medium fertility variant assumes fertility rates of Asian women aged under 31 years will 
generally decline between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for women aged 31 years and 
over. The low fertility variant assumes fertility rates of women aged under 34 years will generally 
decline between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for women aged 34 years and over. The 
high fertility variant assumes fertility rates of women aged under 28 years will generally decline 
between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for women aged 28 years and over.

The medium paternity variant assumes paternity rates of Asian men aged under 33 years will 
generally decline between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for men aged 33 years and over. 
The low paternity variant assumes paternity rates of men of most ages will generally decline 
between 2007 and 2026. The high paternity variant assumes paternity rates of men aged under 
31 years will generally decline between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for men aged 31 
years and over.



24

Projected births are reduced to allow for births to Asian parent(s) which are not registered as 
Asian children. The low, medium, and high variants assume that 2.9, 3.4, and 3.9 percent, 
respectively, of births to Asian parent(s) are non-Asian children.

Pacific

There are three alternative fertility variants – designated low, medium, and high – which assume 
that fertility rates for Pacific women will vary until the year 2026 when the total fertility rate will 
reach 2.35, 2.65, and 2.95 births per Pacific woman, respectively. The corresponding total 
paternity rate of Pacific men (with non-Pacific women) is assumed to reach 0.85, 1.00, and 1.15 
births per man in 2026. The estimated rates in 2005–07 were 2.95 births per Pacific woman and 
1.05 births per Pacific man (with non-Pacific women).

The medium fertility variant assumes fertility rates of Pacific women aged under 32 years will 
generally decline between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for women aged 32 years and 
over. The low fertility variant assumes fertility rates of women aged under 40 years will generally 
decline between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for women aged 40 years and over. The 
high fertility variant assumes fertility rates of women aged under 29 years will generally decline 
between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for women aged 29 years and over.

The medium paternity variant assumes paternity rates of Pacific men aged under 34 years will 
generally decline between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for men aged 34 years and over. 
The low paternity variant assumes paternity rates of men aged under 45 years will generally 
decline between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for men aged 45 years and over. The high 
paternity variant assumes paternity rates of men aged under 31 years will generally decline 
between 2007 and 2026, with rates increasing for men aged 31 years and over.

Projected births are reduced to allow for births to Pacific parent(s) that are not registered as 
Pacific children. The low, medium, and high variants assume that 2.6, 3.1, and 3.6 percent, 
respectively, of births to Pacific parent(s) are non-Pacific children.

Mortality

The mortality assumptions are formulated relative to those adopted in the national population 
projections, 2009(base)–2061, which were derived using a new method. In those national 
population projections, the assumptions are essentially driven by observed trends in death rates 
by birth cohort, age, and sex. Death rates change at different rates at different ages over the 
projection period. Previously, the assumed rates of change were the same at all ages.

The assumed ethnic life expectancies should not be used as a precise measure of ethnic 
mortality or of mortality differentials between ethnic groups. It is important to note that the 
objective of population projections is not to specifically measure or project the life expectancy of 
the population. For projection purposes it is more important to have a realistic yet tractable model 
for projecting mortality trends (and death numbers) into the future.

European or Other (including New Zealander)

There are three alternative mortality variants – designated low, medium, and high – which 
assume that mortality rates will continue to drop so that the life expectancy at birth for European 
or Other males will increase to 83.7, 82.2, and 80.7 years, respectively, in 2026. The 
corresponding life expectancies at birth for European or Other females will be 86.6, 85.4, and 
84.3 years in 2026. The medium mortality variant assumes life expectancy at birth in 2007 was 
79.1 years for European or Other males and 83.0 years for European or Other females.

http://www.stats.govt.nz/methods_and_services/information-releases/national-population-projections.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/methods_and_services/information-releases/national-population-projections.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/methods_and_services/information-releases/national-population-projections.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/methods_and_services/information-releases/national-population-projections.aspx
http://www.stats.govt.nz/methods_and_services/information-releases/national-population-projections.aspx
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Mortality rates are assumed to decrease at different rates at different ages. Between 2007 and 
2026, European or Other male mortality rates are assumed to decrease by an average of 2.7, 
1.9, and 1.1 percent per year for the low, medium, and high mortality variants, respectively. By 
comparison, European or Other female mortality rates are assumed to decrease by an average 
of 2.7, 2.0, and 1.2 percent per year for the low, medium, and high mortality variants, 
respectively.

 

Māori

There are three alternative mortality variants – designated low, medium, and high – which 
assume that mortality rates will continue to drop so that the life expectancy at birth for Māori 
males will increase to 76.9, 75.4, and 73.9 years, respectively, in 2026. The corresponding life 
expectancies at birth for Māori females will be 80.4, 79.2, and 78.0 years in 2026. The medium 
mortality variant assumes life expectancy at birth in 2007 was 70.8 years for Māori males and 
75.6 years for Māori females.

Mortality rates are assumed to decrease at different rates at different ages. Between 2007 and 
2026, Māori male mortality rates are assumed to decrease by an average of 2.6, 2.0, and 1.4 
percent per year for the low, medium, and high mortality variants, respectively. By comparison, 
Māori female mortality rates are assumed to decrease by an average of 2.2, 1.7, and 1.2 percent 
per year for the low, medium, and high mortality variants, respectively.

Asian

There are three alternative mortality variants – designated low, medium, and high – which 
assume that mortality rates will continue to drop so that the life expectancy at birth for Asian 
males will increase to 88.1, 86.6, and 85.1 years, respectively, in 2026. The corresponding life 
expectancies at birth for Asian females will be 90.9, 89.7, and 88.5 years in 2026. The medium 
mortality variant assumes life expectancy at birth in 2007 was 83.7 years for Asian males and 
87.3 years for Asian females.
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Mortality rates are assumed to decrease at different rates at different ages. Between 2007 and 
2026, Asian male mortality rates are assumed to decrease by an average of 2.7, 1.9, and 1.2 
percent per year for the low, medium, and high mortality variants, respectively. By comparison, 
Asian female mortality rates are assumed to decrease by an average of 2.8, 2.1, and 1.4 percent 
per year for the low, medium, and high mortality variants, respectively.

Pacific

There are three alternative mortality variants – designated low, medium, and high – which 
assume that mortality rates will continue to drop so that the life expectancy at birth for Pacific 
males will increase to 78.5, 77.0, and 75.5 years, respectively, in 2026. The corresponding life 
expectancies at birth for Pacific females will be 81.6, 80.4, and 79.3 years in 2026. The medium 
mortality variant assumes life expectancy at birth in 2007 was 73.3 years for Pacific males and 
77.4 years for Pacific females.

Mortality rates are assumed to decrease at different rates at different ages. Between 2007 and 
2026, Pacific male mortality rates are assumed to decrease by an average of 2.5, 1.9, and 1.2 
percent per year for the low, medium, and high mortality variants, respectively. By comparison, 
Pacific female mortality rates are assumed to decrease by an average of 2.4, 1.8, and 1.2 
percent per year for the low, medium, and high mortality variants, respectively.

Migration

Ethnicity is not collected in external migration data, but the migration assumptions are based on 
an assessment of recent and expected trends of arrivals and departures of New Zealand citizens 
and non-New Zealand citizens by birthplace, as well as observed intercensal ethnic population 
change.
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European or Other (including New Zealander)

There are three alternative migration variants – designated low, medium, and high – which 
assume long-run annual net migration of European or Other people of -8,000, -3,000, and 2,000, 
respectively. The medium migration variant assumes net migration of European or Other people 
of -3,000 in 2007, -9,000 in 2008, -4,000 in 2009, 11,000 in 2010, 5,000 in 2011, and 1,000 in 
2012. The low and high migration variants are 5,000 lower and higher, respectively, than the 
medium variant for each year.

The age-sex patterns of net migration assume the highest net outflows at ages 20–25 years, 
associated with New Zealanders embarking on overseas travel. The highest net inflows are 
assumed at ages 28–33 years associated with returning New Zealanders.

Māori

There are three alternative migration variants – designated low, medium, and high – which 
assume long-run annual net migration of Māori people of -4,000, -3,000, and -2,000, 
respectively. The medium migration variant assumes net migration of Māori people of -4,500 in 
2007, -5,500 in 2008, -4,000 in 2009, -2,000 in 2010, and -2,000 in 2011. The low and high 
variants are 1,000 lower and higher, respectively, than the medium variant for each year.

The age-sex patterns of net migration assume net outflows at all ages, with the highest net 
outflows at ages 19–26 years.

Asian

There are three alternative migration variants – designated low, medium, and high – which 
assume long-run annual net migration of Asian people of 6,000, 12,000, and 18,000, 
respectively. The medium migration variant assumes net migration of Asian people of 13,000 in 
2007, 15,000 in 2008, and 16,000 in 2009. The low and high variants are 6,000 lower and higher, 
respectively, than the medium variant for each year.

The age-sex patterns of net migration assume net inflows at most ages, with the highest net 
inflows at ages 15–22 years partly associated with students arriving for educational purposes.

Pacific

There are three alternative migration variants – designated low, medium, and high – which 
assume long-run annual net migration of Pacific people of 0, 500, and 1,000, respectively. The 
medium migration variant assumes net migration of Pacific people of 1,000 in 2007. The low and 
high migration variants are 500 lower and higher, respectively, than the medium variant for each 
year.

The age-sex patterns of net migration assume the highest net inflows at ages under 20 years 
and the highest net outflows at ages 22–26 years.
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Inter-ethnic mobility

The projections make an allowance for people changing their ethnic identification over time. 
Comparisons of demographic estimates and census populations during 1966–2006 suggest that 
inter-ethnic mobility generally resulted in a loss from the Māori population of between 0.3 and 0.9 
percent per year. However, changes in census questionnaire design, ethnicity classification and 
coding make it difficult to measure inter-ethnic mobility, especially as there are no explicit 
estimates of ethnic migration. In some periods there has been greater awareness of Māori issues 
which may have increased the propensity of people to identify with Māori ethnicity. The 2006-
base medium variant assumes inter-ethnic mobility loss from the Māori population, with lower 
rates of loss from the Asian and Pacific populations, and no loss from the European or Other 
population.

There are three alternative inter-ethnic mobility variants – designated low, medium, and high – 
for each ethnic group which assume a net change due to people changing their ethnic 
identification at an average annual rate (in 2007):

 for the European or Other population of 0.2, 0, and -0.2 percent, respectively 
 for the Māori population of 0, -0.3, and -0.6 percent, respectively 
 for the Asian population of 0, -0.2, and -0.4 percent, respectively 
 for the Pacific population of 0, -0.2, and -0.4 percent, respectively.

Because age-specific rates are applied, the overall net change varies over time and from series 
to series. The age pattern of inter-ethnic mobility is applied to each sex and assumes the highest 
net mobility at ages 12–26 years.

Nature of projections

Demographic projections are designed to meet both short-term and long-term planning needs, 
but are not designed to be exact forecasts or to project specific annual variation. These 
population projections are based on assumptions made about future fertility, mortality, migration, 
and inter-ethnic mobility patterns of the population. Although the assumptions are carefully 
formulated to represent future trends, they are subject to uncertainty. Therefore, the projections 
should be used as guidelines and an indication of the overall trend, rather than as exact 
forecasts.

The projections do not take into account non-demographic factors (eg war, catastrophes, major 
government and business decisions) which may invalidate the projections. Demographic trends 
are monitored regularly and, when it is necessary, the projections are revised to reflect new 
trends and to maintain their relevance and usefulness.

Projections of ethnic populations are more uncertain than projections of the total population for 
several reasons:

1. Ethnic identification can change over time. This may reflect a person's cultural affiliations 
changing over time. Or, it may occur when different people respond to the ethnicity 
question. For example, the ethnicity of babies and young children is usually identified by 
their parents. However, in a later census when these children are old enough to complete 
their own forms, they will decide for themselves which ethnicity they identify with. This 
may differ from the ethnicity identified by their parents. Inter-ethnic mobility can also 
occur when different ethnicities are reported in different collections (eg birth registration 
form, death registration form, census form) for a person. 
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2. There are greater difficulties in establishing past trends in fertility, mortality and migration. 
Different ethnicities can be reported in different collections (eg birth registration form, 
death registration form, census form), which makes the derivation of ethnic-specific 
fertility and mortality rates problematic. Furthermore, the measurement of ethnicity has 
changed over time in many collections, while it is not captured at all in some collections 
(eg external migration data). 

3. Ethnic populations are not mutually exclusive because people can and do identify with 
more than one ethnicity. People are not asked to prioritise their ethnic responses. Hence, 
Statistics New Zealand includes people in each of their reported ethnic groups. 

4. There is the added complication of births to parents of different ethnicities. The child may 
be considered by the parents to belong to one or more of their ethnicities, or indeed to 
another ethnicity. 

5. There is greater future uncertainty about the components of population change. For 
example, it is uncertain whether the fertility and mortality of different ethnicities will 
converge, and if so, at what pace. Assumptions about future migration, notably for people 
of Asian and Pacific ethnicities, are particularly susceptible to changes in migration 
patterns.

Statistics New Zealand incorporates these issues into its methodology for ethnic population 
projections and develops alternative projection scenarios to illustrate uncertainty. However, it is 
because of these issues that ethnic population projections are limited to broad ethnic groups and 
the given projection period. For smaller ethnic populations it is difficult to derive robust measures 
of fertility and mortality and the other components of ethnic population change to enable 
projections to be readily produced.

Rounding

All projected populations in the tables in this release have been rounded independently to the 
nearest 1,000. 

Definitions

Estimated resident population: an estimate of all people who usually live in a given area at a 
given date. It includes all residents present in New Zealand and counted by the census (census 
usually resident population count), residents who are temporarily overseas (who are not included 
in the census), and an adjustment for residents missed or counted more than once by the census 
(net census undercount). Visitors from overseas are excluded.

Ethnicity: the ethnic group or groups that people identify with or feel they belong to. Ethnicity is 
a measure of cultural affiliation, as opposed to race, ancestry, nationality or citizenship. Ethnicity 
is self-perceived and people can belong to more than one ethnic group.

Inter-ethnic mobility: people changing their ethnic identification over time. This may reflect a 
person's cultural affiliations changing over time. Or, it may occur when different people respond 
to the ethnicity question. For example, the ethnicity of babies and young children is usually 
identified by their parents. However, in a later census when these children are old enough to 
complete their own forms, they will decide for themselves which ethnicity they identify with. This 
may differ from the ethnicity identified by their parents. Inter-ethnic mobility can also occur when 
different ethnicities are reported in different collections (eg birth registration form, death 
registration form, census form) for a person. 

Life expectancy: the average length of life remaining at a given age. In a period life table, it is 
the average length of life from a given age, assuming people experience the age-specific 
mortality rates of a given period from that given age onwards.
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Resident population concept: a statistical basis for a population in terms of those who usually 
live in a given area at a given time. The census usually resident population count is a census 
measure of the resident population concept, and the estimated resident population is a 
demographic measure of the resident population concept. In terms of vital statistics, the resident 
population concept refers to events that relate to residents of New Zealand only.

Total fertility rate: the average number of live births that a woman would have during her life if 
she experienced the age-specific fertility rates of a given period (usually a year).

Total paternity rate: as used in the Māori population projections, for example, it is the average 
number of live births that a Māori man would have with non-Māori women during his life if he 
experienced the age-specific paternity rates of a given period (usually a year).

Copyright

Information obtained from Statistics New Zealand may be freely used, reproduced, or quoted 
unless otherwise specified. In all cases Statistics New Zealand must be acknowledged as the 
source.

Liability

While care has been used in processing, analysing and extracting information, Statistics New 
Zealand gives no warranty that the information supplied is free from error. Statistics New 
Zealand shall not be liable for any loss suffered through the use, directly or indirectly, of any 
information, product or service.

Timing

Timed statistical releases are delivered using postal and electronic services provided by third 
parties. Delivery of these releases may be delayed by circumstances outside the control of 
Statistics New Zealand. Statistics New Zealand accepts no responsibility for any such delays.
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Tables 
The following tables can be downloaded from the Statistics New Zealand website as an Excel 
spreadsheet. If you do not have access to Excel, you may use the Excel file viewer to view, print, 
and export the contents of the file.

List of tables

1e. Projected 'European or Other (including New Zealander)' population of New Zealand, 
1996–2026 (2006-base update)

1m. Projected Māori population of New Zealand, 1996–2026 (2006-base update)
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1p. Projected Pacific population of New Zealand, 1996–2026 (2006-base update)
2e. Projected components of 'European or Other (including New Zealander)' population 

change, 2006–26 (2006-base update)
2m. Projected components of Māori population change, 2006–26 (2006-base update)
2a. Projected components of Asian population change, 2006–26 (2006-base update)
2p. Projected components of Pacific population change, 2006–26 (2006-base update)
3e. Projected 'European or Other (including New Zealander)' population by age group, 

2006–26 (2006-base update)
3m. Projected Māori population by age group, 2006–26 (2006-base update)
3a. Projected Asian population by age group, 2006–26 (2006-base update)
3p. Projected Pacific population by age group, 2006–26 (2006-base update)
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National Ethnic Population Projections: 2006(base)–2026 update

Table 1e

Projected 'European or Other (including New Zealander)' population of New Zealand
1996–2026 (2006-base update)

Projection

assumptions(2) Series 1 Series 2 Series 3 Series 4 Series 5 Series 6 Series 7 Series 8 Series 9 Series 10 Series 11

Fertility Low Low Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium High High

Mortality High Medium High Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Low Medium Low

Net migration Low Medium Medium Low Medium Medium Medium High Medium Medium High

Inter-ethnic mobility High Medium Medium Medium High Medium Low Medium Medium Medium Low

1996 3,075  3,075  3,075  3,075  3,075  3,075  3,075  3,075  3,075  3,075  3,075  

2001 3,074  3,074  3,074  3,074  3,074  3,074  3,074  3,074  3,074  3,074  3,074  

2006 (base) 3,213  3,213  3,213  3,213  3,213  3,213  3,213  3,213  3,213  3,213  3,213  

2007 3,218  3,230  3,231  3,226  3,224  3,231  3,237  3,236  3,231  3,232  3,244  

2008 3,216  3,240  3,242  3,233  3,230  3,243  3,256  3,253  3,244  3,246  3,270  

2009 3,217  3,253  3,258  3,244  3,239  3,259  3,279  3,275  3,260  3,265  3,302  

2010 3,230  3,280  3,287  3,268  3,262  3,289  3,316  3,310  3,291  3,298  3,348  

2011 3,237  3,300  3,309  3,286  3,278  3,312  3,347  3,339  3,315  3,325  3,389  

2016 3,214  3,349  3,371  3,323  3,309  3,380  3,453  3,437  3,389  3,412  3,552  

2021 3,164  3,377  3,414  3,341  3,320  3,431  3,547  3,521  3,448  3,485  3,714  

2026 3,097  3,392  3,444  3,347  3,318  3,472  3,635  3,597  3,498  3,551  3,878  

Number (000) -116  179  231  133  105  258  422  384  285  338  665  

Average annual(4) (percent) -0.2  0.3  0.3  0.2  0.2  0.4  0.6  0.6  0.4  0.5  0.9  

(1) These projections have as a base the estimated resident population of 'European or Other (including New Zealander)' ethnicities at 30

      June 2006. Eleven alternative projection series have been produced using different combinations of fertility, mortality, migration, and

      inter-ethnic mobility assumptions as outlined in (2) below.

(2) Projection assumptions comprise:

     (a) Fertility: Three alternative variants – designated low, medium, and high – which assume that fertility rates for European or Other

           women will vary until the year 2026 when the total fertility rate will reach 1.65, 1.85, and 2.05 births per woman, respectively. The

           corresponding total paternity rate of European or Other men (with non-European and non-Other women) is assumed to reach 0.115,

           0.165, and 0.215 births per man in 2026. The estimated rates in 2005–07 were 1.92 births per 'European or Other' woman and 0.14

           births per European or Other man (with non-European and non-Other women).

     (b) Mortality: Three alternative variants – designated low, medium, and high – which assume that mortality rates will continue to drop so

           that the life expectancy at birth for European or Other males will increase to 83.7, 82.2, and 80.7 years, respectively, by 2026. The 

           corresponding life expectancies at birth for European or Other females will be 86.6, 85.4, and 84.3 years in 2026. The medium

           mortality variant assumes life expectancy at birth in 2007 of 79.1 years for European or Other males and 83.0 years for European or

           Other females.

     (c) Migration: Three alternative variants – designated low, medium, and high – which assume long-run annual net migration of European or

           Other people of -8,000, -3,000, and 2,000, respectively. The medium migration variant assumes net migration of European or Other

           people of -3,000 in 2007, -9,000 in 2008, -4,000 in 2009, 11,000 in 2010, 5,000 in 2011, and 1,000 in 2012. The low and high migration

           variants are 5,000 lower and higher, respectively, than the medium variant for each year.

     (d) Inter-ethnic mobility: Three alternative variants – designated low, medium, and high – which assume a net change to the European or

           Other population due to people changing their ethnic identification at an average annual rate (in 2007) of 0.2, 0, and -0.2 percent,

           respectively.

(3) These estimates are based on census counts in each year with adjustments for ethnic non-response, net census undercount, residents

      temporarily overseas, etc. Caution needs to be exercised when comparing estimates between 1996, 2001, and 2006 because of

      changes in questionnaire design, ethnicity classification, and coding.

(4) Geometric mean, equal to a constant rate of annual change over the period.

Note: Owing to rounding, individual figures may not sum to give the stated totals.

Source: Statistics New Zealand

Population Change 2006–26

Year at
30 June

Projected population (000)

Estimated population(3) (000)

Alternative projections(1)

www.stats.govt.nz        



National Ethnic Population Projections: 2006(base)–2026 update

Table 1m

Projected Māori population of New Zealand
1996–2026 (2006-base update)

Projection Alternative projections(1)

assumptions(2) Series 1 Series 2 Series 3 Series 4 Series 5 Series 6 Series 7 Series 8 Series 9 Series 10 Series 11

Fertility Low Low Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium High High

Mortality High Medium High Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Low Medium Low

Net migration Low Medium Medium Low Medium Medium Medium High Medium Medium High

Inter-ethnic mobility High Medium Medium Medium High Medium Low Medium Medium Medium Low

1996 573  573  573  573  573  573  573  573  573  573  573  

2001 586  586  586  586  586  586  586  586  586  586  586  

2006 (base) 624  624  624  624  624  624  624  624  624  624  624  

2007 630  633  633  632  631  633  635  634  633  634  637  

2008 635  641  642  640  638  642  646  644  642  643  649  

2009 640  650  651  648  645  651  658  655  652  653  663  

2010 647  660  663  659  655  663  671  667  663  666  679  

2011 654  670  674  669  664  674  685  680  674  678  695  

2016 676  712  722  711  699  723  747  735  724  733  772  

2021 689  747  765  748  729  767  808  786  769  788  852  

2026 697  779  807  784  755  811  870  838  814  842  937  

Number (000) 73  155  183  159  131  186  246  213  190  218  313  

Average annual(4) (percent) 0.6  1.1  1.3  1.1  1.0  1.3  1.7  1.5  1.3  1.5  2.1  

(1) These projections have as a base the estimated resident population of Mäori ethnicity at 30 June 2006. Eleven alternative projection

      series have been produced using different combinations of fertility, mortality, migration, and inter-ethnic mobility assumptions as outlined

      in (2) below.

(2) Projection assumptions comprise:

     (a) Fertility: Three alternative variants – designated low, medium, and high – which assume that fertility rates for Mäori women will vary

           until the year 2026 when the total fertility rate will reach 2.20, 2.50, and 2.80 births per woman, respectively. The corresponding total

           paternity rate of Mäori men (with non-Mäori women) is assumed to reach 0.80, 0.95, and 1.10 births per man in 2026. The estimated

           rates in 2005–07 were 2.78 births per Mäori woman and 0.97 births per Mäori man (with non-Mäori women).

     (b) Mortality: Three alternative variants – designated low, medium, and high – which assume that mortality rates will continue to drop so

           that the life expectancy at birth for Mäori males will increase to 76.9, 75.4, and 73.9 years, respectively, by 2026. The corresponding

           life expectancies at birth for Mäori females will be 80.4, 79.2, and 78.0 years in 2026. The medium mortality variant assumes life

           expectancy at birth in 2007 of 70.8 years for Mäori males and 75.6 years for Mäori females.

     (c) Migration: Three alternative variants – designated low, medium, and high – which assume long-run annual net migration of Mäori

           people of -4,000, -3,000, and -2,000, respectively. The medium migration variant assumes net migration of Mäori people of -4,500 in

           2007, -5,500 in 2008, -4,000 in 2009, -2,000 in 2010, and -2,000 in 2011. The low and high variants are 1,000 lower and higher,

           respectively, than the medium variant for each year.

     (d) Inter-ethnic mobility: Three alternative variants – designated low, medium, and high – which assume a net change to the Mäori

           population due to people changing their ethnic identification at an average annual rate (in 2007) of 0, -0.3, and -0.6 percent,

           respectively.

(3) These estimates are based on census counts in each year with adjustments for ethnic non-response, net census undercount, residents

      temporarily overseas, etc. Caution needs to be exercised when comparing estimates between 1996, 2001, and 2006 because of

      changes in questionnaire design, ethnicity classification, and coding.

(4) Geometric mean, equal to a constant rate of annual change over the period.

Note: Owing to rounding, individual figures may not sum to give the stated totals.

Source: Statistics New Zealand

Population Change 2006–26

Year at
30 June

Projected population (000)

Estimated population(3) (000)

www.stats.govt.nz        



National Ethnic Population Projections: 2006(base)–2026 update

Table 1a

Projected Asian population of New Zealand
1996–2026 (2006-base update)

Projection Alternative projections(1)

assumptions(2) Series 1 Series 2 Series 3 Series 4 Series 5 Series 6 Series 7 Series 8 Series 9 Series 10 Series 11

Fertility Low Low Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium High High

Mortality High Medium High Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Low Medium Low

Net migration Low Medium Medium Low Medium Medium Medium High Medium Medium High

Inter-ethnic mobility High Medium Medium Medium High Medium Low Medium Medium Medium Low

1996 195  195  195  195  195  195  195  195  195  195  195  

2001 272  272  272  272  272  272  272  272  272  272  272  

2006 (base) 404  404  404  404  404  404  404  404  404  404  404  

2007 415  422  422  416  422  422  423  429  422  423  430  

2008 429  443  443  431  441  443  445  455  443  444  458  

2009 442  464  465  446  462  465  467  483  465  466  487  

2010 453  481  483  458  479  483  486  508  483  485  514  

2011 463  499  501  470  496  501  506  533  501  504  540  

2016 513  589  596  530  586  596  607  662  597  604  683  

2021 562  680  693  590  677  694  712  798  695  708  835  

2026 606  770  789  647  766  791  818  935  793  813  993  

Number (000) 201  365  385  243  362  387  413  531  389  408  589  

Average annual(4) (percent) 2.0  3.3  3.4  2.4  3.2  3.4  3.6  4.3  3.4  3.6  4.6  

(1) These projections have as a base the estimated resident population of Asian ethnicities at 30 June 2006. Eleven alternative projection

      series have been produced using different combinations of fertility, mortality, migration and inter-ethnic mobility assumptions as outlined

      in (2) below.

(2) Projection assumptions comprise:

     (a) Fertility: Three alternative variants – designated low, medium and high – which assume that fertility rates for Asian women will vary

           until the year 2026 when the total fertility rate will reach 1.30, 1.50 and 1.70 births per Asian woman, respectively. The corresponding

           total paternity rate of Asian men (with non-Asian women) is assumed to reach 0.18, 0.23 and 0.28 births per man in 2026. The

           estimated rates in 2005–07 were 1.52 births per Asian woman and 0.20 births per Asian man (with non-Asian women).

     (b) Mortality: Three alternative variants – designated low, medium and high – which assume that mortality rates will continue to drop so

           that the life expectancy at birth for Asian males will increase to 88.1, 86.6 and 85.1 years, respectively, by 2026. The corresponding

           life expectancies at birth for Asian females will be 90.9, 89.7 and 88.5 years in 2026. The medium mortality variant assumes life

           expectancy at birth in 2007 of 83.7 years for Asian males and 87.3 years for Asian females.

     (c) Migration: Three alternative variants – designated low, medium and high – which assume long-run annual net migration of Asian

           people of 6,000, 12,000 and 18,000, respectively. The medium migration variant assumes net migration of Asian people of 13,000 in

           2007, 15,000 in 2008, and 16,000 in 2009. The low and high variants are 6,000 lower and higher, respectively, than the medium

           variant for each year.

     (d) Inter-ethnic mobility: Three alternative variants – designated low, medium and high – which assume a net change to the Asian

           population due to people changing their ethnic identification at an average annual rate (in 2007) of 0, -0.2 and -0.4 percent,

           respectively.

(3) These estimates are based on census counts in each year with adjustments for ethnic non-response, net census undercount, residents

      temporarily overseas, etc. Caution needs to be exercised when comparing estimates between 1996, 2001 and 2006 because of

      changes in questionnaire design, ethnicity classification and coding.

(4) Geometric mean, equal to a constant rate of annual change over the period.

Note: Owing to rounding, individual figures may not sum to give the stated totals.

Source: Statistics New Zealand

Population Change 2006–26

Year at
30 June

Projected population (000)

Estimated population(3) (000)
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National Ethnic Population Projections: 2006(base)–2026 update

Table 1p

Projected Pacific population of New Zealand
1996–2026 (2006-base update)

Projection Alternative projections(1)

assumptions(2) Series 1 Series 2 Series 3 Series 4 Series 5 Series 6 Series 7 Series 8 Series 9 Series 10 Series 11

Fertility Low Low Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium High High

Mortality High Medium High Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Low Medium Low

Net migration Low Medium Medium Low Medium Medium Medium High Medium Medium High

Inter-ethnic mobility High Medium Medium Medium High Medium Low Medium Medium Medium Low

1996 229  229  229  229  229  229  229  229  229  229  229  

2001 262  262  262  262  262  262  262  262  262  262  262  

2006 (base) 302  302  302  302  302  302  302  302  302  302  302  

2007 309  310  310  310  309  310  311  311  310  310  311  

2008 316  318  319  318  317  319  320  320  319  319  322  

2009 323  327  327  326  325  328  330  329  328  328  332  

2010 330  335  336  334  333  336  339  338  336  338  343  

2011 337  343  345  342  341  345  349  348  345  347  354  

2016 368  383  388  383  380  389  398  395  389  395  410  

2021 398  422  433  424  419  434  449  443  435  445  471  

2026 428  463  479  468  460  481  504  495  483  499  539  

Number (000) 126  161  178  166  158  180  202  193  181  198  238  

Average annual(4) (percent) 1.8  2.2  2.3  2.2  2.1  2.4  2.6  2.5  2.4  2.6  2.9  

(1) These projections have as a base the estimated resident population of Pacific ethnicities at 30 June 2006. Eleven alternative projection

      series have been produced using different combinations of fertility, mortality, migration and inter-ethnic mobility assumptions as outlined

      in (2) below.

(2) Projection assumptions comprise:

     (a) Fertility: Three alternative variants – designated low, medium and high – which assume that fertility rates for Pacific women will vary

           until the year 2026 when the total fertility rate will reach 2.35, 2.65 and 2.95 births per Pacific woman, respectively. The

           corresponding total paternity rate of Pacific men (with non-Pacific women) is assumed to reach 0.85, 1.00 and 1.15 births per man in

           2026. The estimated rates in 2005–07 were 2.95 births per Pacific woman and 1.05 births per Pacific man (with non-Pacific women).

     (b) Mortality: Three alternative variants – designated low, medium and high – which assume that mortality rates will continue to drop so

           that the life expectancy at birth for Pacific males will increase to 78.5, 77.0 and 75.5 years, respectively, by 2026. The corresponding

           life expectancies at birth for Pacific females will be 81.6, 80.4 and 79.3 years in 2026. The medium mortality variant assumes life

           expectancy at birth in 2007 of 73.3 years for Pacific males and 77.4 years for Pacific females.

     (c) Migration: Three alternative variants – designated low, medium and high – which assume long-run annual net migration of Pacific

           people of 0, 500 and 1,000, respectively. The medium migration variant assumes net migration of Pacific people of 1,000 in 2007. The

           low and high migration variants are 500 lower and higher, respectively, than the medium variant for each year.

     (d) Inter-ethnic mobility: Three alternative variants – designated low, medium and high – which assume a net change to the Pacific

           population due to people changing their ethnic identification at an average annual rate (in 2007) of 0, -0.2 and -0.4 percent,

           respectively.

(3) These estimates are based on census counts in each year with adjustments for ethnic non-response, net census undercount, residents

      temporarily overseas, etc. Caution needs to be exercised when comparing estimates between 1996, 2001 and 2006 because of

      changes in questionnaire design, ethnicity classification and coding.

(4) Geometric mean, equal to a constant rate of annual change over the period.

Note: Owing to rounding, individual figures may not sum to give the stated totals.

Source: Statistics New Zealand

Population Change 2006–26

Year at
30 June

Projected population (000)

Estimated population(3) (000)
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National Ethnic Population Projections: 2006(base)–2026 update

Table 2e

Projected components of 'European or Other (including New Zealander)' population change
2006–26 (2006-base update)

Projection

assumptions(1) Series 1 Series 2 Series 3 Series 4 Series 5 Series 6 Series 7 Series 8 Series 9 Series 10 Series 11

Fertility Low Low Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium High High

Mortality High Medium High Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Low Medium Low

Net migration Low Medium Medium Low Medium Medium Medium High Medium Medium High

Inter-ethnic mobility High Medium Medium Medium High Medium Low Medium Medium Medium Low

206 210 223 221 220 223 225 224 223 235 240

126 124 127 124 124 124 124 124 121 124 121

80 87 96 97 96 99 101 101 102 111 118

-25 0 0 -25 0 0 0 25 0 0 25

-31 0 0 0 -31 0 32 0 0 0 32

24 87 96 72 65 99 133 126 102 111 175

181 192 211 206 205 211 218 217 211 230 243

138 132 138 132 132 132 133 132 126 132 127

44 60 73 74 73 79 85 84 85 98 116

-36 -11 -11 -36 -11 -11 -11 14 -11 -11 14

-30 0 0 0 -31 0 33 0 0 0 33

-23 49 62 38 31 68 107 98 74 87 164

166 183 206 198 196 206 217 215 206 229 251

147 140 149 140 140 140 141 141 132 140 133

19 43 57 58 56 66 76 74 74 89 118

-40 -15 -15 -40 -15 -15 -15 10 -15 -15 10

-29 0 0 0 -30 0 33 0 0 0 34

-50 28 42 18 11 51 94 84 59 74 162

158 180 205 194 191 205 220 216 205 230 260

157 149 160 148 148 149 150 150 139 149 141

0 31 45 45 42 56 70 66 66 81 119

-40 -15 -15 -40 -15 -15 -15 10 -15 -15 10

-28 0 0 0 -30 0 33 0 0 0 35

-67 16 30 5 -2 41 88 76 51 66 164

(1) For explanation of the projection assumptions, see the footnotes to table 1e.

(2) Births minus deaths. Negative values denote natural decrease.

Note: Owing to rounding, individual figures may not sum to give the stated totals.

Source: Statistics New Zealand

Components 
of population 
change

Births

Deaths

Natural increase(2)

Net migration

Number (000) in five years ended 30 June 2021

Inter-ethnic mobility

Population change

Number (000) in five years ended 30 June 2011

Number (000) in five years ended 30 June 2016

Births

Deaths

Natural increase(2)

Net migration

Inter-ethnic mobility

Population change

Population change

Alternative projections

Population change

Natural increase(2)

Net migration

Births

Deaths

Natural increase(2)

Births

Net migration

Inter-ethnic mobility

Inter-ethnic mobility

Deaths

Number (000) in five years ended 30 June 2026
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National Ethnic Population Projections: 2006(base)–2026 update

Table 2m

Projected components of Māori population change
2006–26 (2006-base update)

Projection

assumptions(1) Series 1 Series 2 Series 3 Series 4 Series 5 Series 6 Series 7 Series 8 Series 9 Series 10 Series 11

Fertility Low Low Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium High High

Mortality High Medium High Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Low Medium Low

Net migration Low Medium Medium Low Medium Medium Medium High Medium Medium High

Inter-ethnic mobility High Medium Medium Medium High Medium Low Medium Medium Medium Low

86 88 92 91 91 92 93 92 92 96 98

15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 14 15 14

71 74 77 77 76 77 79 78 78 81 83

-23 -18 -18 -23 -18 -18 -18 -13 -18 -18 -13

-19 -9 -9 -9 -19 -9 0 -10 -9 -9 0

30 46 50 44 39 50 61 55 50 54 70

78 82 90 88 86 90 93 91 90 97 103

17 16 17 16 16 16 16 16 16 16 16

61 66 73 72 70 73 77 75 74 81 87

-20 -15 -15 -20 -15 -15 -15 -10 -15 -15 -10

-19 -10 -10 -10 -19 -10 0 -10 -10 -10 0

22 41 48 42 36 48 62 55 49 56 77

71 79 88 86 83 88 94 91 88 98 108

19 18 19 18 18 18 18 18 17 18 18

52 60 69 68 65 70 76 73 71 80 90

-20 -15 -15 -20 -15 -15 -15 -10 -15 -15 -10

-19 -10 -10 -10 -20 -10 0 -11 -10 -11 0

13 35 44 38 30 45 61 52 46 54 80

69 78 90 87 82 90 98 93 90 101 115

21 20 22 20 20 20 21 21 19 20 20

48 58 68 66 62 69 77 72 71 81 95

-20 -15 -15 -20 -15 -15 -15 -10 -15 -15 -10

-19 -11 -11 -11 -21 -11 0 -11 -11 -11 0

8 32 42 36 26 43 62 51 45 55 85

(1) For explanation of the projection assumptions, see the footnotes to table 1m.

(2) Births minus deaths. Negative values denote natural decrease.

Note: Owing to rounding, individual figures may not sum to give the stated totals.

Source: Statistics New Zealand

Number (000) in five years ended 30 June 2026

Number (000) in five years ended 30 June 2016

Number (000) in five years ended 30 June 2011

Births

Components 
of population 
change

Alternative projections

Net migration

Deaths

Natural increase(2)

Net migration

Inter-ethnic mobility

Population change

Births

Deaths

Natural increase(2)

Inter-ethnic mobility

Population change

Births

Deaths

Natural increase(2)

Net migration

Inter-ethnic mobility

Population change

Number (000) in five years ended 30 June 2021

Inter-ethnic mobility

Population change

Births

Deaths

Natural increase(2)

Net migration

www.stats.govt.nz



National Ethnic Population Projections: 2006(base)–2026 update

Table 2a

Projected components of Asian population change
2006–26 (2006-base update)

Projection

assumptions(1) Series 1 Series 2 Series 3 Series 4 Series 5 Series 6 Series 7 Series 8 Series 9 Series 10 Series 11

Fertility Low Low Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium High High

Mortality High Medium High Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Low Medium Low

Net migration Low Medium Medium Low Medium Medium Medium High Medium Medium High

Inter-ethnic mobility High Medium Medium Medium High Medium Low Medium Medium Medium Low

32 34 37 35 36 37 37 39 37 39 42

4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

29 31 33 31 33 33 33 35 33 36 38

38 68 68 38 68 68 68 98 68 68 98

-8 -4 -4 -4 -9 -4 0 -5 -4 -4 0

58 94 97 65 92 97 101 128 97 99 136

34 40 45 40 44 45 46 50 45 50 57

5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5

29 35 40 35 39 40 41 45 40 45 52

30 60 60 30 60 60 60 90 60 60 90

-9 -5 -5 -4 -10 -5 0 -5 -5 -5 0

51 90 95 60 89 95 101 130 95 100 142

35 44 50 41 49 50 52 59 50 57 70

7 7 8 6 7 7 7 7 6 7 7

28 37 43 35 42 43 45 52 44 50 63

30 60 60 30 60 60 60 90 60 60 90

-9 -5 -5 -5 -11 -5 0 -6 -6 -6 0

48 91 97 60 91 98 105 136 99 105 153

33 45 52 41 50 52 55 64 52 60 77

9 9 10 8 9 9 9 10 8 9 9

24 36 42 32 41 43 46 54 44 51 68

30 60 60 30 60 60 60 90 60 60 90

-10 -6 -6 -5 -12 -6 0 -7 -6 -6 0

44 90 96 57 89 97 106 137 98 104 158

(1) For explanation of the projection assumptions, see the footnotes to table 1a.

(2) Births minus deaths. Negative values denote natural decrease.

Note: Owing to rounding, individual figures may not sum to give the stated totals.

Source: Statistics New Zealand

Number (000) in five years ended 30 June 2026

Number (000) in five years ended 30 June 2016

Number (000) in five years ended 30 June 2011

Births

Components 
of population 
change

Alternative projections

Net migration

Deaths

Natural increase(2)

Net migration

Inter-ethnic mobility

Population change

Births

Deaths

Natural increase(2)

Inter-ethnic mobility

Population change

Births

Deaths

Natural increase(2)

Net migration

Inter-ethnic mobility

Population change

Number (000) in five years ended 30 June 2021

Inter-ethnic mobility

Population change

Births

Deaths

Natural increase(2)

Net migration
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National Ethnic Population Projections: 2006(base)–2026 update

Table 2p

Projected components of Pacific population change
2006–26 (2006-base update)

Projection

assumptions(1) Series 1 Series 2 Series 3 Series 4 Series 5 Series 6 Series 7 Series 8 Series 9 Series 10 Series 11

Fertility Low Low Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium High High

Mortality High Medium High Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Low Medium Low

Net migration Low Medium Medium Low Medium Medium Medium High Medium Medium High

Inter-ethnic mobility High Medium Medium Medium High Medium Low Medium Medium Medium Low

47 47 49 49 49 49 50 50 49 51 52

6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6

41 42 43 43 43 44 44 44 44 46 46

0.5 3.0 3.0 0.5 3.0 3.0 3.0 5.5 3.0 3.0 5.5

-6 -3 -3 -3 -6 -3 0 -3 -3 -3 0

35 41 43 41 40 43 47 46 44 45 52

45 47 51 51 50 51 53 52 51 55 58

7 6 7 6 6 7 7 7 6 7 6

39 41 45 44 44 45 46 46 45 49 51

0.0 2.5 2.5 0.0 2.5 2.5 2.5 5.0 2.5 2.5 5.0

-7 -4 -4 -4 -7 -4 0 -4 -4 -4 0

32 40 43 41 39 44 49 47 44 48 56

45 48 54 53 52 54 56 55 54 60 64

8 7 8 7 7 7 8 8 7 8 7

37 41 46 45 44 46 49 48 47 52 56

0.0 2.5 2.5 0.0 2.5 2.5 2.5 5.0 2.5 2.5 5.0

-7 -4 -4 -4 -8 -4 0 -4 -4 -4 0

30 39 44 41 39 45 51 48 45 50 61

47 51 58 56 55 58 61 60 58 65 71

9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 8 9 8

38 42 49 48 46 49 53 51 50 56 63

0.0 2.5 2.5 0.0 2.5 2.5 2.5 5.0 2.5 2.5 5.0

-8 -4 -4 -4 -8 -4 0 -5 -4 -5 0

30 41 47 43 40 47 55 51 48 54 68

(1) For explanation of the projection assumptions, see the footnotes to table 1p.

(2) Births minus deaths. Negative values denote natural decrease.

Note: Owing to rounding, individual figures may not sum to give the stated totals.

Source: Statistics New Zealand

Number (000) in five years ended 30 June 2026

Number (000) in five years ended 30 June 2016

Number (000) in five years ended 30 June 2011

Births

Components 
of population 
change

Alternative projections

Net migration

Deaths

Natural increase(2)

Net migration

Inter-ethnic mobility

Population change

Births

Deaths

Natural increase(2)

Inter-ethnic mobility

Population change

Births

Deaths

Natural increase(2)

Net migration

Inter-ethnic mobility

Population change

Number (000) in five years ended 30 June 2021

Inter-ethnic mobility

Population change

Births

Deaths

Natural increase(2)

Net migration
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National Ethnic Population Projections: 2006(base)–2026 update

Table 3e

Projected 'European or Other (including New Zealander)' population by age group
2006–26 (2006-base update)

0–14 15–39 40–64 65+ 0–14 15–39 40–64 65+

2006 (base) 645     1,041     1,064     463     20     32     33     14     38.3

2011 615     994     1,111     517     19     31     34     16     40.2       
2016 577     948     1,094     596     18     29     34     19     42.1       
2021 530     924     1,044     666     17     29     33     21     43.6       
2026 482     896     978     742     16     29     32     24     44.8       

2011 628     1,029     1,122     520     19     31     34     16     39.8       
2016 604     1,018     1,120     607     18     30     33     18     41.3       
2021 575     1,025     1,090     687     17     30     32     20     42.3       
2026 544     1,023     1,047     778     16     30     31     23     43.2       

2011 640     1,029     1,122     518     19     31     34     16     39.7       
2016 635     1,017     1,119     600     19     30     33     18     40.8       
2021 629     1,024     1,087     673     18     30     32     20     41.4       
2026 610     1,035     1,044     755     18     30     30     22     41.9       

2011 635     1,014     1,117     520     19     31     34     16     39.9       
2016 622     987     1,109     606     19     30     33     18     41.4       
2021 607     982     1,069     684     18     29     32     20     42.2       
2026 579     981     1,013     773     17     29     30     23     43.0       

2011 633     1,009     1,116     520     19     31     34     16     39.9       
2016 620     978     1,106     605     19     30     33     18     41.4       
2021 603     967     1,067     683     18     29     32     21     42.4       
2026 574     961     1,014     770     17     29     31     23     43.3       

2011 640     1,029     1,122     520     19     31     34     16     39.7       
2016 635     1,018     1,120     607     19     30     33     18     40.9       
2021 629     1,025     1,090     687     18     30     32     20     41.6       
2026 611     1,036     1,047     778     18     30     30     22     42.2       

2011 648     1,049     1,129     521     19     31     34     16     39.5       
2016 651     1,059     1,134     609     19     31     33     18     40.4       
2021 657     1,086     1,112     692     19     31     31     20     40.8       
2026 651     1,117     1,082     786     18     31     30     22     41.2       

2011 646     1,045     1,127     521     19     31     34     16     39.6       
2016 649     1,048     1,132     608     19     30     33     18     40.5       
2021 652     1,068     1,110     690     19     30     32     20     41.0       
2026 643     1,090     1,081     783     18     30     30     22     41.5       

2011 640     1,029     1,123     523     19     31     34     16     39.7       
2016 636     1,018     1,121     614     19     30     33     18     41.0       
2021 630     1,025     1,092     701     18     30     32     20     41.8       
2026 611     1,036     1,050     801     17     30     30     23     42.5       

2011 653     1,029     1,122     520     20     31     34     16     39.6       
2016 667     1,018     1,120     607     20     30     33     18     40.5       
2021 684     1,025     1,090     687     20     29     31     20     40.9       
2026 678     1,048     1,047     778     19     30     29     22     41.2       

2011 666     1,065     1,134     524     20     31     33     15     39.2       
2016 698     1,090     1,147     618     20     31     32     17     39.7       
2021 738     1,131     1,136     709     20     30     31     19     39.7       
2026 758     1,186     1,119     814     20     31     29     21     39.9       

(1) Half of the population is younger, and half older, than this age.

Note: For explanation of the projection assumptions, see the footnotes to table 1e.
          Owing to rounding, individual figures may not sum to give the stated totals.

Source: Statistics New Zealand

Year at
30 June

Population by age group (years) Median

age(1)

(years)Number (000) Percent

Series 2: Assuming low fertility, medium mortality, medium migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 1: Assuming low fertility, high mortality, low migration and high inter-ethnic mobility

Estimated

Series 3: Assuming medium fertility, high mortality, medium migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 4: Assuming medium fertility, medium mortality, low migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 5: Assuming medium fertility, medium mortality, medium migration and high inter-ethnic mobility

Series 6: Assuming medium fertility, medium mortality, medium migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 7: Assuming medium fertility, medium mortality, medium migration and low inter-ethnic mobility

Series 8: Assuming medium fertility, medium mortality, high migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 9: Assuming medium fertility, low mortality, medium migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 10: Assuming high fertility, medium mortality, medium migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 11: Assuming high fertility, low mortality, high migration and low inter-ethnic mobility
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National Ethnic Population Projections: 2006(base)–2026 update

Table 3m

Projected Māori population by age group
2006–26 (2006-base update)

0–14 15–39 40–64 65+ 0–14 15–39 40–64 65+

2006 (base) 215     246     138     26     34     39     22     4     22.9

2011 222     245     155     32     34     37     24     5     23.3       
2016 225     245     165     41     33     36     24     6     24.5       
2021 221     248     169     52     32     36     25     7     25.8       
2026 204     262     166     65     29     38     24     9     26.9       

2011 227     255     157     32     34     38     23     5     23.2       
2016 235     264     170     42     33     37     24     6     24.4       
2021 239     276     178     54     32     37     24     7     25.7       
2026 230     299     181     69     30     38     23     9     26.8       

2011 231     254     157     32     34     38     23     5     23.1       
2016 246     264     170     41     34     37     24     6     24.0       
2021 260     276     177     52     34     36     23     7     24.7       
2026 258     302     180     67     32     37     22     8     25.3       

2011 229     251     156     32     34     38     23     5     23.0       
2016 243     258     168     42     34     36     24     6     23.9       
2021 254     267     174     53     34     36     23     7     24.7       
2026 249     292     174     68     32     37     22     9     25.3       

2011 227     248     156     32     34     37     23     5     23.2       
2016 238     251     168     42     34     36     24     6     24.1       
2021 246     256     173     53     34     35     24     7     25.0       
2026 238     276     173     68     32     37     23     9     25.7       

2011 231     255     157     32     34     38     23     5     23.1       
2016 246     264     170     42     34     37     24     6     24.0       
2021 260     276     178     54     34     36     23     7     24.8       
2026 258     303     181     69     32     37     22     9     25.4       

2011 234     261     158     32     34     38     23     5     23.0       
2016 254     278     173     42     34     37     23     6     23.9       
2021 274     297     183     54     34     37     23     7     24.6       
2026 280     332     189     70     32     38     22     8     25.1       

2011 232     258     158     32     34     38     23     5     23.1       
2016 250     270     173     42     34     37     23     6     24.1       
2021 266     284     182     54     34     36     23     7     24.9       
2026 267     314     187     70     32     37     22     8     25.5       

2011 231     255     157     32     34     38     23     5     23.1       
2016 246     264     171     42     34     37     24     6     24.0       
2021 260     276     179     55     34     36     23     7     24.9       
2026 258     303     181     71     32     37     22     9     25.5       

2011 234     255     157     32     35     38     23     5     22.9       
2016 257     264     170     42     35     36     23     6     23.5       
2021 280     276     178     54     36     35     23     7     23.9       
2026 286     306     181     69     34     36     21     8     24.0       

2011 239     264     159     32     34     38     23     5     22.9       
2016 269     284     176     43     35     37     23     6     23.5       
2021 303     306     187     56     36     36     22     7     23.9       
2026 320     348     196     73     34     37     21     8     23.9       

(1) Half of the population is younger, and half older, than this age.

Note: For explanation of the projection assumptions, see the footnotes to table 1m.
          Owing to rounding, individual figures may not sum to give the stated totals.

Source: Statistics New Zealand

Number (000)

Population by age group (years) Median

age(1)

(years)Percent

Year at
30 June

Series 2: Assuming low fertility, medium mortality, medium migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 1: Assuming low fertility, high mortality, low migration and high inter-ethnic mobility

Estimated

Series 3: Assuming medium fertility, high mortality, medium migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 4: Assuming medium fertility, medium mortality, low migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 5: Assuming medium fertility, medium mortality, medium migration and high inter-ethnic mobility

Series 6: Assuming medium fertility, medium mortality, medium migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 7: Assuming medium fertility, medium mortality, medium migration and low inter-ethnic mobility

Series 8: Assuming medium fertility, medium mortality, high migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 9: Assuming medium fertility, low mortality, medium migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 10: Assuming high fertility, medium mortality, medium migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 11: Assuming high fertility, low mortality, high migration and low inter-ethnic mobility
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National Ethnic Population Projections: 2006(base)–2026 update

Table 3a

Projected Asian population by age group
2006–26 (2006-base update)

0–14 15–39 40–64 65+ 0–14 15–39 40–64 65+

2006 (base) 84     194     108     19     21     48     27     5     28.5

2011 92     212     131     28     20     46     28     6     30.3       
2016 103     222     146     41     20     43     29     8     32.7       
2021 112     226     165     58     20     40     29     10     34.8       
2026 113     223     191     79     19     37     31     13     36.5       

2011 98     235     137     29     20     47     27     6     29.9       
2016 116     267     161     44     20     45     27     7     32.1       
2021 135     290     191     64     20     43     28     9     33.8       
2026 145     301     235     88     19     39     31     11     35.4       

2011 100     235     137     29     20     47     27     6     29.8       
2016 124     267     161     44     21     45     27     7     31.8       
2021 149     290     191     63     21     42     28     9     33.2       
2026 164     303     235     87     21     38     30     11     34.6       

2011 95     215     131     28     20     46     28     6     30.1       
2016 112     228     148     42     21     43     28     8     32.3       
2021 128     235     168     59     22     40     28     10     34.0       
2026 133     236     196     82     21     37     30     13     35.4       

2011 99     232     136     29     20     47     27     6     29.9       
2016 122     261     159     44     21     45     27     7     32.0       
2021 145     280     188     63     21     41     28     9     33.4       
2026 158     291     229     88     21     38     30     11     34.8       

2011 100     235     137     29     20     47     27     6     29.8       
2016 124     267     161     44     21     45     27     7     31.8       
2021 149     290     191     64     21     42     28     9     33.2       
2026 164     304     235     88     21     38     30     11     34.6       

2011 101     238     137     29     20     47     27     6     29.7       
2016 126     274     162     44     21     45     27     7     31.7       
2021 153     300     194     64     22     42     27     9     33.0       
2026 171     317     241     89     21     39     29     11     34.4       

2011 105     255     142     30     20     48     27     6     29.6       
2016 136     307     174     46     21     46     26     7     31.5       
2021 170     345     215     68     21     43     27     8     32.8       
2026 196     371     273     95     21     40     29     10     34.1       

2011 100     235     137     29     20     47     27     6     29.8       
2016 124     267     161     44     21     45     27     7     31.9       
2021 149     290     192     64     21     42     28     9     33.3       
2026 164     304     235     90     21     38     30     11     34.7       

2011 103     235     137     29     20     47     27     6     29.7       
2016 131     267     161     44     22     44     27     7     31.5       
2021 163     290     191     64     23     41     27     9     32.7       
2026 183     306     235     88     23     38     29     11     33.8       

2011 109     259     143     30     20     48     26     6     29.4       
2016 147     314     175     47     21     46     26     7     31.1       
2021 192     357     218     69     23     43     26     8     32.1       
2026 227     388     281     97     23     39     28     10     33.3       

(1) Half of the population is younger, and half older, than this age.

Note: For explanation of the projection assumptions, see the footnotes to table 1a.
          Owing to rounding, individual figures may not sum to give the stated totals.

Source: Statistics New Zealand

Median

age(1)

(years)Percent

Year at
30 June

Population by age group (years)

Number (000)

Series 2: Assuming low fertility, medium mortality, medium migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 1: Assuming low fertility, high mortality, low migration and high inter-ethnic mobility

Estimated

Series 3: Assuming medium fertility, high mortality, medium migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 4: Assuming medium fertility, medium mortality, low migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 5: Assuming medium fertility, medium mortality, medium migration and high inter-ethnic mobility

Series 6: Assuming medium fertility, medium mortality, medium migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 7: Assuming medium fertility, medium mortality, medium migration and low inter-ethnic mobility

Series 8: Assuming medium fertility, medium mortality, high migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 9: Assuming medium fertility, low mortality, medium migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 10: Assuming high fertility, medium mortality, medium migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 11: Assuming high fertility, low mortality, high migration and low inter-ethnic mobility
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National Ethnic Population Projections: 2006(base)–2026 update

Table 3p

Projected Pacific population by age group
2006–26 (2006-base update)

0–14 15–39 40–64 65+ 0–14 15–39 40–64 65+

2006 (base) 110     120     60     12     37     40     20     4     21.7

2011 122     130     70     15     36     39     21     4     21.8       
2016 131     141     79     19     35     38     21     5     22.7       
2021 136     153     86     23     34     38     22     6     23.5       
2026 136     171     91     29     32     40     21     7     24.4       

2011 124     133     71     15     36     39     21     4     21.8       
2016 136     148     80     19     35     39     21     5     22.6       
2021 145     164     89     24     34     39     21     6     23.5       
2026 148     187     97     31     32     40     21     7     24.3       

2011 126     133     71     15     37     39     21     4     21.7       
2016 141     148     80     19     36     38     21     5     22.2       
2021 156     164     89     24     36     38     21     5     22.6       
2026 164     188     97     30     34     39     20     6     23.1       

2011 125     132     71     15     37     39     21     4     21.7       
2016 139     145     79     19     36     38     21     5     22.2       
2021 152     160     87     24     36     38     21     6     22.7       
2026 160     183     94     31     34     39     20     7     23.2       

2011 125     131     71     15     37     38     21     4     21.7       
2016 138     143     80     19     36     38     21     5     22.3       
2021 150     157     88     24     36     37     21     6     22.8       
2026 156     178     94     31     34     39     21     7     23.3       

2011 126     133     71     15     37     39     21     4     21.7       
2016 141     148     80     19     36     38     21     5     22.2       
2021 156     164     89     24     36     38     21     6     22.7       
2026 165     189     97     31     34     39     20     6     23.2       

2011 127     135     71     15     37     39     20     4     21.6       
2016 144     153     81     19     36     38     20     5     22.2       
2021 162     172     91     24     36     38     20     5     22.6       
2026 173     200     100     31     34     40     20     6     23.0       

2011 127     135     71     15     37     39     21     4     21.7       
2016 144     151     81     19     36     38     21     5     22.2       
2021 159     168     91     24     36     38     21     6     22.7       
2026 170     194     100     31     34     39     20     6     23.1       

2011 126     133     71     15     37     39     21     4     21.7       
2016 141     148     81     19     36     38     21     5     22.2       
2021 156     164     89     25     36     38     21     6     22.7       
2026 165     189     97     32     34     39     20     7     23.2       

2011 128     133     71     15     37     38     20     4     21.5       
2016 147     148     80     19     37     38     20     5     21.8       
2021 167     164     89     24     38     37     20     5     21.9       
2026 181     190     97     31     36     38     19     6     22.0       

2011 130     137     72     15     37     39     20     4     21.5       
2016 153     156     82     19     37     38     20     5     21.8       
2021 177     176     93     25     38     37     20     5     21.9       
2026 196     208     103     32     36     38     19     6     22.0       

(1) Half of the population is younger, and half older, than this age.

Note: For explanation of the projection assumptions, see the footnotes to table 1p.
          Owing to rounding, individual figures may not sum to give the stated totals.

Source: Statistics New Zealand

Number (000)

Median

age(1)

(years)Percent

Year at
30 June

Population by age group (years)

Series 2: Assuming low fertility, medium mortality, medium migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 1: Assuming low fertility, high mortality, low migration and high inter-ethnic mobility

Estimated

Series 3: Assuming medium fertility, high mortality, medium migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 4: Assuming medium fertility, medium mortality, low migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 5: Assuming medium fertility, medium mortality, medium migration and high inter-ethnic mobility

Series 6: Assuming medium fertility, medium mortality, medium migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 7: Assuming medium fertility, medium mortality, medium migration and low inter-ethnic mobility

Series 8: Assuming medium fertility, medium mortality, high migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 9: Assuming medium fertility, low mortality, medium migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 10: Assuming high fertility, medium mortality, medium migration and medium inter-ethnic mobility

Series 11: Assuming high fertility, low mortality, high migration and low inter-ethnic mobility
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