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23 November 2008

Dear
Leaky Homes - Official Information Request and Policy work

| refer 1o your letters to the Department dated 20 Octeber 2009 requesting Information
ahout Leaky Homes Policy and information under the Official information Act.

Regarding your letter (addressed to me) about the cancerns of leaky home owners and
possible policy options, I thank you for providing this information to the Department. The
views and concerns of homeawners are important inpuls into our policy work and advice to
Ministers. As per our recent phone discussions, no decisions have heen made by the
Government yet. All lssues, con¢erns and options are still being considered and no final
decisions will be made until after there has been consultatlon with interested parties,
inciuding homeowners,

Details of when the consultalion will take place are yet to be declded. If you have not
already done so, | recommend you sign up for the Dapariment’s “e-newsletter” on
waatherlighlness, When consultation amangements have been made they will be
publicised in the newsletter. You can sign up via the Department’s website:
www.dbh.govi. nz/weathertioht-enews-index and clicking on the link “subscribe 1o the
newslelter”.

In respect of your Official Information Act request, your requests and the Department's
responses are as follows:

1. Request: “Any analysls underiaken by any government employee, or
contrantor/consultant engaged by a Goverament Dapariment, with respoct to the
projected or possible tax implications of remedial work to leaky homes in New
Zealand, including but not fimited fo any anselysis of the projected tax take across
the economy relating to this activily, and its mulliplier effects.”

Response: No such analysls has been done. Accordingly, the information you AR
have requested doegs nol exist and your request Is therefore refused under saclion

18 (e} of the Official Informalion Act: "the document alleged to contain the

information requestad does not exist”.

2. Request: “A copy of the repori compleled by Price Walerhouse of leaky homes, or
iftoo comprehensive, a summary of its confents (eg. The Execulive Surmmnary).”




Response: The Government Is still considering the PricewalerhouseCoopers
report, advice from officials based on the report and policy options. The
Government has not yet made any decisions on what steps should be taken to
address the leaky homes problem in light of the findings in the report. Further,
once the Government has declded on a way forward, the report will be publicly
released along with other information about the resulis of the Weathertightness
review. | cannot give you an exact date for when this release wifl ocour, but itis
currently planned to ba before the end of this year. Therefore, yotir request is
refuaed under section 18(d) of the Act: "the information requested will scon be
publicly available".

Further, until it is publicly released, the information you requested Is also withheld
under the following provisions of the Act:

+ section 8(2){)(iv): To "maintaln the constitutional conventions for the time being
which protsct .., the confidentfality of advice tenderad by Ministers of the Crown
and officlals”

« section 9(2}(g)(i) and (l): To "maintain the sffective conduct of public affairs
through ... {he fres and frank expression of opinions by or hetween or lo
Ministers of the Crown ... or offlcars and smployeos of any Department ... in the
course of thelr duty ., {and] the protection of such Ministers .., officers, and
employees from lmproper pressure or harassment”

+ seclloh 8(2)(j): To “enable a Minister of the Crown ... holding the information to
carry on, without prejudice or disadvantage, negotiations (including commerglal
and industrial hegotiations)"

In withholding this information from you, | am required, under section 9{1) of the
Act, to consider whether, "in the cireumstances of the panicular cass, the
withholding of that Infarmation Is putwelghed by other considerations which render
it desirable, in the public interest, to make that information available". In my view
the relavant considerations are:

» The Govarnment needs to be able {o negotiate and decide what course of
action to take in an effective and ordery manner,

» In addiffon, it is desirable in the public Interest that key partles, such as
territorial authorities, should be able to negollate with the Government aboul
potentlal solutions in & canfidential and effective manner.

v Media and general interest in information about the weathertightness review is
high. But the Depariment's view Is that relaase of information about the work
being done in the review (including the PricewaterhouseCoapers report), in
isolation from a proposed solution may cause homeownars undue concem,
stress and worry. Indeed your own letter demonstrates the worry that has bean
causad by madia speculation to date on what the pollgy issues and options are,

s The public interest is therefore best served by not releasing informalion in a
plecameal way or in response 1o individual requests, but by releasing
Information In a single public and widespread release, which Is what the




Government intends to do {anticlp
possible after nagotiations with tert

Thank you again for taking the i

Youurs sincerely

i

Suzanne Townaend
Deputy Chisf Exacutive, Sector Policy
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me to put your thoughts and ideas In writing to me.
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