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A celebration of Pinot Noir
100 wineries, 500 delegates, 1000 public - A once in a life time experience of NZ wine…
The Pinot Noir event is a four day showcase and celebration of New Zealand Pinot Noir. The upcoming Pinot Noir 2010 event is the fourth time the event has been held, previous events were held in Wellington in 2001, 2004 and 2007.
It is a celebration of great wine, great food and superb entertainment wrapped around a four days event focussed on the art of growing and making great Pinot Noir. The three-stream conference programme includes something to appeal to everyone's interests – be it technical subjects, the business of wine or wine connoisseur and consumer workshops.
The themes for Pinot Noir 2010 are ageability, regionality and sustainability. 

Leading international wine commentators, producers, trade, media and lovers of great wine make their way down under to Wellington, New Zealand, for four days of serious fun. 

The 2007 event represented a quantum leap forward and as a result of its undoubted success is now is firmly cemented as one of the premiere wine events of it’s type in the world and a must-attend for the industry. Pinot Noir 2010 aims to build on the overwhelming success of 2007. 

One hundred of the top New Zealand Pinot producers are given the opportunity to showcase their wines through a series of formal, trade and public tastings and our comprehensive social programme, which continues to highlight our New Zealand culinary expertise and our wines.
For New Zealand wineries being involved in the pinot Noir event is a significant gate-opener, the event has a reputation as such and is seen as an influential marketing tool our wineries 

The story of New Zealand Pinot Noir is also the story of New Zealand wine. The main event is ‘top and tailed’ with Syrah and Aromatics symposia held in the Hawke’s Bay and Nelson regions respectively. Not only does this extend the breadth of wine experience for international guests it also exposes them to two other New Zealand landscapes.

The combination of all these elements, the wine, the food, the entertainment, the location, the people and the hospitality, it is undoubtedly a celebration of New Zealand and a showcase of our nation for our international guests. 
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100% Pure New Zealand Pinot Noir 

Join us for the love of New Zealand Pinot Noir…

Origins of Pinot Noir in New Zealand

Pinot Noir first appeared in the Auckland region during the mid 1970s and within a decade was being produced in Martinborough and Hawkes Bay, as well as most regions in the South Island. The early successes from Canterbury and Martinborough Pinot Noir in competitions, in addition to the demand for Pinot Noir as a component in high quality bottle-fermented sparkling wine, has now made this varietal the most widely planted red grape in the country and one of New Zealand's most prestigious and acclaimed wine styles. 

New Zealand Pinot Noir

New Zealand is now acknowledged as one of the few countries to have successfully come to grips with this fickle, but supremely aristocratic grape variety. The temperate climate and long sunshine hours have combined with winemaker passion and skill to produce world-class, highly sought-after Pinot Noir. 

Regionality

Pinot Noir relishes cool temperatures and low rainfall and thus performs with distinction in the Wellington region and most South Island regions. Cooler, high-altitude sites in Hawkes Bay have also found success with this temperamental grape. Wines from Wairarapa have earned the highest international accolades. Soils here consist of deep stony and silt loams over gravel, helping to produce Pinot Noir with strong, ripe plum flavours and great concentration. The silty alluvial soils and long, cool ripening conditions in the South Island regions of Marlborough and Nelson produce vibrant, fruit-focused Pinot Noir with strong cherry and plum flavours. A significant percentage of Marlborough's Pinot Noir crop adds richness and body to the Méthode Traditionelle sparkling wines for which the region has become famous. In Waipara in the Canterbury region, chalky loam soils with limestone deposits, plus the cool, dry growing season are well suited for the production of high quality, vibrant Pinot Noir. The dry, sunny continental climate combined with the silt loam soils in Central Otago produce elegant, long-lived Pinot Noir that typically have strong cherry flavours. 

The Future of New Zealand Pinot Noir
The quality of our Pinot Noir has come a long way in the past twenty to thirty years. This continuous improvement shows no sign of abating - Pinot Noir can boast its own international event in New Zealand, dedicated to coaxing the best results from this challenging grape variety. The rewards are clearly evident from the mounting acclaim for New Zealand Pinot Noir throughout the world. 
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New Zealand Wine
Pure Discovery

The wine industry has grown to become an important and internationally-competitive part of the New Zealand economy.

In July 2009 New Zealand wine achieved a major landmark – annual exports of more than $1billion. A stunning achievement for an industry that exported only a little more than $100 million of wine a decade ago. 
Our special combination of soil, climate and water, our innovative pioneering spirit and our commitment to quality all come together to deliver pure, intense and diverse experiences. In every glass of New Zealand Wine is a world of pure discovery.
New Zealand is a country of contrasts with dense, native forest, snow-capped mountains and spectacular coastline. With wine growing regions spanning the latitudes of 36 to 45 degrees and covering the length of 1,600km, grapes are grown in a vast range of climates and soil types, producing a diverse array of styles. The northern hemisphere equivalent would run from Bordeaux (between the latitudes of 44 and 46 degrees) down to southern Spain.
New Zealand's temperate, maritime climate has a strong influence on the country's predominantly coastal vineyards. The vines are warmed by strong, clear sunlight during the day and cooled at night by sea breezes. The long, slow ripening period helps to retain the vibrant varietal flavours that make New Zealand wine so distinctive.
Success has been driven by the decisions, the commitment and the investments of our grape growers and wineries. Together they have built New Zealand wine into a globally successful brand.
New Zealand's small population, distant location and agricultural economy have earned the country a 'clean, green' image. Visitors often describe it as 'an unspoiled paradise'. New Zealand's winemakers and grape growers are determined to keep it this way. Innovative practices in the vineyard and winery which deliver quality in a sustainable and environmental manner, ensure that New Zealand meets a growing world demand for wines that have been produced in a 'clean and green' fashion.
Did you know?
Wine exports represent 2.2% of total goods exports and the

the industry supports 16,500 full-time jobs and contributes more than $1.5 billion to New Zealand’s GDP.
“What New Zealand has accomplished in the wine world is nothing short of extraordinary. Bounding into the American market and creating a unique niche with signature Sauvignon Blanc is something other wine regions have tried to emulate. �So, what’s next for New Zealand? Pinot Noir, of course. As the variety is enjoying unprecedented recognition, the time is right to shine the spotlight on Pinot. The event to do so is Pinot Noir 2010. This gathering of important wine writers, winemakers, and communicators from across the globe will not only raise awareness of New Zealand Pinot Noirs, it will place them alongside the best in the world where they belong. �With a large line-up of wineries and the stellar cast of speakers, this event provides a unique and valuable opportunity to network among the right winemakers, trade, media and Pinot lovers”��    - Leslie Sbrocco, Wine Commentator and Educator, USA





There has to be a very good reason for me to spend three days on a plane and Pinot Noir 2007 was it – thank you New Zealand for this awe-inspiring and ground-breaking initiative!  I loved every second of the inaugural three day celebration of the most cerebral and hedonistic of all red grapes and I didn’t flinch in agreeing to be part of 2010 event.  If the bar is even raised one inch in 2010, over the level of 2007, then I am sure that everyone concerned will be absolutely delighted and even more galvanised than ever to sing the praises of this grape.





 - Matthew Jukes, Wine Writer, UK








Pinot Noir 2010 acknowledges and celebrates New Zealand’s rightful place at the forefront of the International pinot noir community. A celebration, in the fullest sense of the word, the program touches upon every aspect of the world’s most alluring and seductive wine, from growing and making through to collecting and enjoying. No stone will be left unturned.��Given pinot’s pride of place right around the world and the outstanding success of their debut event in 2007, New Zealand’s Pinot Noir 2010 would have to be the most keenly anticipated event on the global wine lover’s calendar.





 - Nick Stock, Author and Wine Writer, Australia








