
 
 

 

 
PRESS RELEASE 
9 October 2009 
 
REPORT # 6: FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF ‘TSUNAMI SAMOA 09 FUNDS’ APPEAL 
Source: eventpolynesia.com 
 
Talofa to Donors, Supporters, Families and Friends of ‘TSUNAMI SAMOA 09 FUNDS’ appeal. 
 
I acknowledge and thank you for your prayers and kind thoughts. I thank you all for your generosity 
and kind heartedness to date. Thank you for your kind donations. I thank you for sharing in the pain, 
grief and loss of our Samoa.  
 
I thank you for that while you may be miles away from Samoa, but with your kind donation, we say 
that you are present in Samoa and part of her grieving heart that is longing for comfort.  
 
Oh Samoa, how will you ever be comforted? You have lost not one but many and still counting. You 
have lost so many of your precious and loved family members, flesh, blood and soul.  
 
The pain and grief is overwhelming, but we shall not kneel to despair. We shall not be defeated by 
hopelessness, and helplessness.  
 
We SHALL live courageously one day at a time to carry on the legacy of the fallen victims and family 
members, of our grandfathers and grandmothers, of our fathers and mothers, of our uncles and 
aunties, of our brothers and sisters, of our children, of our friends, of our loved ones.  
 
We include our visitors and guests who were tourists but lost their lives in Samoa. They shall no 
longer be remembered as visitors but shall be remembered forever as members of our Samoan 
families from abroad but died in a much loved place called Samoa.  
 
We welcome all and anyone to support and partner with us in the ‘TSUNAMI SAMOA 09 FUNDS’ 
appeal. This appeal will not coerce, nor beg for your giving. This appeal is an opportunity for the 
expression of the heart in free giving and charity of spirit. 

 
ACCOUNT NAME:   Tsunami Samoa 09 Funds 
ACCOUNT NUMBER:  01-1837-0026899-000 
BANK AND BRANCH:  ANZ Sylvia Park Branch 
SWIFT CODE/NUMBER:  ANZBNZ22 

 
Ia manu teleina ma ia faamaise Ieova i finagalo mafatia ma le loifofoga maligi (We wish you well, and 
we pray for God to comfort the broken hearts and the grieving tears). 
 
Soifua (Farewell for now and to life) 
 
Olo Elise Puni 
CHAIRMAN 
 

Contact: Mr. Olo Elise Puni (+6427) 2285-004; Email: elise@puni.co.nz. 
 

Visit website: www.eventpolynesia.com 
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PHOTO (1): Mourning the lost at the National Memorial Service at Apia Park 8th October 2009. 
 

 
 

PHOTO (2): School children placing wreaths for each of the 143 confirmed dead; 6 still missing. 
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PHOTO (3): In attendance Head of State, His Highness Tui Atua Tupua Tamasese Efi. 
 

 

 
 

PHOTO (4): Also taking part are officers from New Zealand involved in the search and find operation. 
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PHOTO (5): One of the ten deceased buried at the Tsunami 2009 plot at Tafaigata Cemetery. 
 

 
 

PHOTO (6): Tsunami victims the first graves at Tafaigata Cemetery; a monument to be erected later. 


