
Sir Jon Trimmer – An Exceptional New Zealander

Sir Jon Trimmer has been a shining-star in the New Zealand arts community his entire life. Born and bred in Wellington, the 69-year-old has made a huge impact on both the national and international dance scene. 

This year marks his 50th year of performing with the Royal New Zealand Ballet – an astonishing achievement. His contribution to ballet has garnered him a loyal following from fans and respect from his fellow dancers. His reputation has helped raise the profile of dance, here and overseas.  Unknown to many, when Sir Jon heard his beloved Wellington-based company had fallen on hard times in 1970, he turned his back on an international career and remained in the Capital to ensure the survival of New Zealand’s national ballet company. 

In October, Sir Jon (still a full-time member of the RNZB) will play the lead role in Don Quixote – a role created as a tribute to his remarkable career.  He has also appeared in recent productions of Cinderella and Romeo & Juliet.

Born into a talented and creative family, his father played the violin in orchestras around the Wellington region and his mother danced in musicals. 

Growing up in Petone, he started ballet lessons at 12 at his sister’s dance school. He joined the New Zealand Ballet at 18. Internationally, he has danced in Giselle and Raymonda with ballet legends Rudolf Nureyev and Margot Fonteyn, and remembers Hollywood stars Marlene Dietrich, Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Taylor watching them perform as they toured around Europe. Sir Jon has also danced for several members of the Royal Family, including Queen Elizabeth II, the Queen Mother and Princess Margaret. 

A long-time resident of Paekakariki, in his spare time Sir Jon gives a great deal to the community via his volunteer work at local schools teaching mime. He was awarded an MBE in 1974 for services to ballet and was knighted in 1999. As well as appearing on stage in plays such Helen Moulder’s Meeting Karpovsky and in the 1986 TV series Fireraiser (for which he received a best actor award nomination), he is also a keen painter and potter and has exhibited his work.

 Sir Jon Trimmer is an extremely affable and humble man and, after 50 years of performing, he still finds elderly “groupies” waiting to meet him at Stage Door after performances – a true testament to the affection many hold for this dedicated and hard-working Kiwi.

 

