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Dn ] G? reference from the Cabinet Business Committee, Cabinet:

und ﬂ'

/’ . :
\E endments to the Electoral Act 1993 and Broadcasting Act 1989 are needed
transparency and accountability in the electoral process, prevent the undue
ce le wealth, and to promote participation in parliamentary democracy;

“F‘Et!‘tjl\crf donations

‘-‘xrenﬂ' the definition of donafion

2 agreed to extend the definition of “donation” to include:
2.1 the provision of over-valued goods and services by the party or candidate;

2.2 money lent to a party or candidate otherwise than on commercial terms;
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Complaints jurisdiction re election programmes

Ful Fatn

40 Hgl‘ﬁ_ﬂﬁ oo '-.'nhEiI'lg" the x.UIIll:Ilﬂl]:l..h _|L.u Isdrctmrat thrs time-and-retain-the-statss g
(Broadcasting Standards Authority has jurisdiction);

Prohibition on third parties broadcasting of election programimes

47 agreed to retain the current ban on third parties broadcasting election programmes,
Political appointments fo the Electoral Commission
48 agreed not to change the current requirements for re:prese,nt/&ta /\etam quo

(two political representatives);

State funding

49 agreed to retain the broadeasting allocation, t
parties and candidates spending their own

50 agreed to additional post-election State
comprised of an annual payment to iesh
election at the rate of: &

*

b I\‘_F)I | -\. \ 2 ",
50.1  §2.00 per vote for each p ote a pa: %&ived, up to 20 per cent of the total

party vote; Q““ -

50.2  $1.00 per vo
A
51 agreed that thf: )‘Js ref the above paragraph should automatically be
indexed to

ment;

52 dltmn ding: e
}. 1 only be'ayailable for registered political parties, and will cease for the
( P i Fe electoral eycle upon deregistration of a party;

ek

({ )/L\% wﬂ%&ﬁvaﬂaﬂc to candidates, including independent candidates;




In Confidence

"CAB Min (07) 16/8

‘Cabinet

—— - Minute of Decision

"~ This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and handisd
in accordance with any securily classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be released,

inciuding under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.
—
Minister of Justice @* NN
: ¥
Copies to: C /\/2 o sl
f\\’"
S i i

Prime Minister /\ o Tj/i '

Deputy Prime Mzﬁzﬁ'ﬁe\ :
Minister of Fi uca % /\\‘::\ N\
Atmmey L
n '> i T
W LR
C-ﬂ.Sthgi.‘ l\ ;I I|

k@
dmator

1‘.zuj,»r Counsel

\
”/‘

b

Sec
Electoral (Finance E@\d/r é@dvemsmg} Bill
(/’\ %

On 14 May 2007, Cabm.gt‘?—?/ £

5~ §§

, Cabinet agreed to amendments to the Electoral Act 1993

12 Mﬁﬁw
et 989, to increase fransparency and acccuntabiIit}' in the
as@ggg t Siagy

the undue influence of wealth, and promote participation in

) o ]rf;;gi\@érac [CAB Min (07) 8/5);
(O it y

.
2 'bnutcgz%ﬁ%s{ibmlssmn under CAB (07) 184 makes some new proposals on electoral

W , including revisions to some proposals agreed by Cabinet on
2007;

W—p@%g proposals

Definitién of election expenditure

Background

noted that the Electoral Act 1993 currently explicitly excludes any activity undertaken by

3
a candidate in his or her capacity as a member of Parliament from the definition of
“election activity™;

4 noted that it is therefore important that any expenditure incurred by a member of

Parliament from funds appropriated for “parliamentary purposes” is similarly excluded

126576v]
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noted that on 12 March 2007, Cabinet agreed that New Zealanders who are living
overseas and are entitled to vote in a New Zealand election should be allowed to donate
campaign funds on the same basis as those who are resident in New Zealand [CAB Min

{678/ 5 paragrapir 4T;

17 rescinded the decision referred to in paragraph 16 above;

noted that on 12 March 2007, Cabinet agreed that donations from all other nverscasﬁ 0

18
originated sources should be prohibited [CAB Min (07) 8/5 para 5]' Lo \
i
g
19 rescinded the decision referred to in paragraph 18 above; 'x\'\\ J/
O )

20 noted that on 12 March 2007, Cabinet agreed to ad
for parties based on voter support [CAB Min (0 \gg'raphs

Stafe funding % '-
1 itional post- elsét%ﬂaté/ funding

21 rescinded the decisions referred to in para

Independent review of aspects of elect

N
22 agreed that a number of aspects u%ﬁq

refo Wﬂ%ﬁ\‘)ﬁlfﬂlﬂr consideration,
including: l?\
22.1 the structure of th agm%“ﬁ_ >
OIS
partigs;

22.2 State ﬁimimg

g, including the sources of donations to parties

22.3  the broadér+ of p
ds that apply to donations, including anonymous

from ove = )ndth Q{A
d . L
i T

pendent %m consider the issues in paragraph 22 above, reporting

23 agree
back h}-’

at the eference and membership for the review should be considered
al:nn% “Committee by the end of June 2007,
é clal im @a i

12 March 2007, Cabinet noted the indicative costs of the reform package,

cIudr:d the implications of State funding for political parties
in (07) 8/5 paragraph 53];

ﬂ\if ): ted that, as a consequence of the decision in paragraph 21 above, the indicative cost of
e reforms will be $3.19 million less for 2008/09 and outyears than the indicative costs

referred to in paragraph 25;

Legislative implications
noted that the Bill holds a priority 2 on the 2007 legislation programme (must be passed

in 2007);

27
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State funding

The following table shows the amounts that sach party would receive if there is a single
payment of State funding for the first year the legislation is in force, based on the results of

the 2005 General Election

X

Labour 1,143,095

National 1,143,085

| NZ First 260,230

Green 241,042

Maori 96,526

United Future 121,720

ACT 68,838

Progressive 52,882

Destiny 28,420

Aotearoa Legalise | 11,496

Cannabis N C‘)
Christian Heritage 5,642 NN\
Alliance 3.282 P
New Zealand Family | 2,356 ®>\>
Rights Protection N
Democrats for Social | 2,1

Credit " LN @5
Libertarianz AR [0\
Direct Democracy _—11564° >\ _J/
99 MP (CAIN202 << —
OneNZ (:ﬁ‘”cmﬁ S

The Republicof 68 '§>

Zealand %w B
[TOTAL(§) 7~ 3,187,184
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Office of Hon Mark Burton, M.P. for Taupo
Minister of Justice

Minister of Local Government

Minister in Charge of Treaty of Waitangi Negotiations
Minister Responsible for the Law Commission

Deputy Leader of the House

~

26 MAR 2007 & M;;\.r\ )

Hon Dr Michael Cullen, Attorney-General

Hon Annette King, Minister of Police
Hon Ruth Dyson, Associate Minister of Social Devel@and EF@
n

Hon Rick Barker, Minister for Courts, Minister of ce //

Hon Damien O'Connor, Minister of Corrections \>
1@ Minister in
Dear Ministers "J,/
ance

Hon Clayton Cosgrove, Associate Minister
%
%‘a
Administration of Elec @ /R%@ and State Funding of

Hon Mita Ririnui, Associate Minister of
Charge of Treaty of Waitangi Negchat:ms“
Political Parties Eid

As you are awar met cent!y agreed to policy proposals
mplementmg th 2 the the electoral finance regime. Cabinet
noted the in sting menting these changes to the regime

and agreed mg be a e against the "Other” allocation in Budget

2007 {Cﬁ\y
oII om C E@n decision, | intend to seek approval Df this funding

S yea%ﬁ t process. In the normal course of events, | would
eferr t more extensively with you on the attached Budget
pressures involved in developing these policy and

Ieg|slat| sals have not allowed for this.

ral finance reforms are to be implemented in time for the 2008

Eler:.tmn the necessary funding must be included in Budget 2007.
eans the attached Budget proposal must be lodged with the Treasury
March 2007 so it can be included in the Budget recommendations for

Cabinet consideration.

Accordingly, | have asked my officials to send the attached Budget proposal
to the Treasury. A copy is attached for your information.

Parliamant Buildinae Wallimatam Blacs Taslamad Talamboas e (041 ATA PE0 4 FPacaicaila, Al ane nane



You will note that the bid is composed of several different elements. The
requests for additional funding are for:

The Chief Electoral Office for the administration of the new third party
regime, and the changes to the candidate regime;

The Electoral Commission for the changes to the party regime; and
State funding of political parties. v&

(s

ey

\\\__,./=.-'
As | have noted, this funding is essential to impleme spects nﬁ%@m\%—
reform of the electoral finance regime before the next g efection. '

O AN
Yours sincerely @@ ©§
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N
Hon Mark Burten
Minister of Justice : —/ ;@



Vote: Justice

Co-Votes:

Title: Administration of Electoral Finance Reforms and State Funding of Political

Parties

Brief Description:

This proposal seeks funding for the new electoral finance regime t

the Electoral (Finance, Expenditure, and Advertising) Bill.

The Bill amends the electoral finance regime in the fnllowm araas

Political donations
Election expenses
Third party advertising

The Bill also amends the.bruadcasting regi
for additional post-election State funding f

Compliance and enforcement.

The proposal requests additional di
administration of the new third party regi

changes to the party regim
political parties.

The policy prupusalf e
Cabinet noted the~indicative costi

cation i et
mend th%

against the "Othe

The propos

problems. iden dby

ccnf w in
f our de '@;

<@

n:tn% hest be described as: New Policy

/IK Dbjectwe Mone

tive Ranking: None

Fu nding sought ($ thousands)

a y Cabinet (CAB Min (07) 8/5 refers).

agreed that the funding shall be a charge
il

m
pport

%

@%
n\\\,

s, and provides

\z}ec{ora! Office for the

anted b}t /‘

\(’
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\ e /

ctoral finance regime are designed to address
s and others in order to maintain public and political

n of our parliamentary elections, and the continued

Jooo* | 2006/07 2007/08 | 2008/09 | 2009/10 | 2010/11
and
outyears

Net operating impact 38 323 3,437 3,190 38617




