Montana New Zealand Book Awards 2008

Fiction


The Blue 
Mary McCallum

Penguin Group (NZ)

978-0-14300-723-4 
RRP $28.00 pb
Mary McCallum was born in Zambia, and has lived in New Zealand since she was four. She has worked as a broadcasting journalist in New Zealand and Europe, and continues to work as a freelance writer and reviewer. The Blue is Mary’s first novel. It won her the NZ Society of Author’s Lilian Ida Smith Award 2003/4 and an MA with distinction at Victoria University’s International Institute of Modern Letters. Married to Ian, Mary spends much of her time raising three children in their house by the sea and writing her second novel. 

Lilian lives in an isolated island community at the mouth of Tory Channel trying to make the best of a life that has at its core a secret grief. It is 1938 and for three months of every year the men take to the sea to hunt whales with fast boats and explosive harpoons. This year, the whales aren’t the only ones returning – Lilian’s troubled son Mickey has come home too. In this rugged, unsettled world, things are not always what they seem. 

Edwin & Matilda 
Laurence Fearnley
Penguin Group (NZ)
978-0-14300-739-5 
RRP $28.00 pb
Laurence Fearnley is the author of six novels. Her second novel, Room, was shortlisted for the Montana New Zealand Book Awards in 2001.  She has been awarded several fellowships, notably the 2004 Artists to Antarctica fellowship, the 2006 Island of Residencies fellowship in Tasmania, and the 2007 Robert Burns fellowship at the University of Otago. 

Based in Dunedin, she is currently working on the third book in her southern trilogy.

This beautifully written new novel is about finding love in the most unlikely of places. Set in the southern South Island, it describes the unusual bond formed between 62-year-old photographer Edwin and 22-year-old Matilda, as their relationship grows in ways neither could possibly have predicted.

Luminous 
Alice Tawhai

Huia Publishers 
978-1-86969-293-3 
RRP $35.00 pb
Alice Tawhai’s first book, Festival of Miracles was named by the judges of the Montana New Zealand Book Awards 2006 as one of three deserving candidates for the Best First Book Award for Fiction. 

Of Tainui and Ngā Puhi descent, Alice Tawhai was inspired to start writing when she read The Bone People, By Keri Hulme as a teenager. Festival of Miracles has been translated into French and was promoted at the Paris Book Fair in 2006. She prefers anonymity and thinks that her inspirations, her characters she writes about deserve any accolades she receives. 

 A complex, bittersweet collection of short stories from Alice Tawhai.  Her second collection combines characters and occurrences that are at once cripplingly dark yet tinged with a quiet beauty and optimism as she deftly covers subjects such as love, identity, devotion and abandonment.
Opportunity 
Charlotte Grimshaw 
Random House NZ 
978-1-86941-879-3 
RRP $27.99  pb
Charlotte Grimshaw is the author of three critically acclaimed novels, Provocation and Guilt, published in Britain and New Zealand, Foreign City, published in New Zealand in 2005, and a short story collection, Opportunity. She has been named by the New Zealand Listener as one of the ten best New Zealand writers under forty. In 2000 she was awarded the Buddle Findlay Sargeson Fellowship for literature. She has been a double finalist and prizewinner in the Sunday Star-Times Short Story competition, and in 2006 she won the Bank of New Zealand Katherine Mansfield award for short fiction. She regularly contributes as a fiction reviewer to the New Zealand Listener. She lives in Auckland.

A man confronts death after an operation, a devout Christian encounters a man who hurt her long ago, a secretary uncovers her boss’s secret shame. And in a house in Auckland an elderly woman is writing the last book of her life, one which, she says, contains all of her crimes. Opportunity is a book about storytelling, about generosity and opportunism; above all it is a celebration of the subtleties of human impulses, of what Katherine Mansfield called the LIFE of life.

Poetry
Cold Snack 
Janet Charman 
Auckland University Press 
978-1-86940-380-5 
RRP $25.00 pb
Janet Charman was born in Taranaki, New Zealand, spent part of her childhood in the Hutt Valley and now lives in West Auckland with her partner and children.

Janet, who is now a secondary school teacher after a mid-life career switch and retraining, originally qualified as a nurse before working in psychiatric hospitals and social welfare situations. She has also been, among other things, a radio copywriter, a telephone operator for a TV channel, a tutor at The University of Auckland and runs occasional writing classes.

She has published poems widely in Australian and New Zealandjournals and anthologies. Drawing Together, her first collection of poems, written with Marina Bachmann and Sue Fitchett was published by Spiral in 1985. She has since published five critically acclaimed collections with Auckland University Press: red letter (1992), end of

the dry (1995), Rapunzel Rapunzel (1999) , Snowing Down South (2002) and Cold Snack (2007).
Cold Snack brims with poems of suburbia, families, workplaces, ordinary life, from the pleasures and pains of becoming a schoolteacher in midlife to a television station receptionist’s view of the ebullient 1980s. All these poems show Charman's ear for the spoken language and her acute awareness of the sounds, shapes, colours around us and the way they are inhabited by our emotions.  

A Long Girl Ago

Johanna Aitchison 
Victoria University Press 
978-0-86473-569-0 
RRP $25.00 pb
Johanna Aitchison was born in the Bay of Islands in 1972. She graduated in Law from the University of Otago (1995) and has worked as a solicitor, barista and legal editor. She has an MA in Creative Writing from Victoria University (1997) and is presently a primary school teacher in Waiouru. Her poems have appeared in Sport, Landfall, Poetry New Zealand, JAAM, Turbine and Polestar.

A Long Girl Ago draws on ten years experience and writing. At its heart are three years Aitchison spent living in a remote fishing village in Hokkaido, Japan, where she taught English in junior high and primary schools and was extensively involved in karaoke and snowboarding. Other poems go back to her previous life, or deal with re-entry into New Zealand society. 

The Pop-Up Book Of Invasions 

Fiona Farrell 
Auckland University Press 
978-1-86940-388-1 
RRP $25.00 pb
A highly versatile writer known for award-winning short fiction, plays and novels, Fiona Farrell was born in Oamaru, New Zealand, in 1947 and educated in Otago and Toronto, Canada, where she wrote her thesis on T S Eliot and poetic drama.

Fiona Farrell’s short fiction has won every major New Zealand short story award including the BNZ Katherine Mansfield Award (1984), the American Express Award (1987) and the Mobil–Dominion Sunday Times Award (1988). She has received numerous other awards including the inaugural Bruce Mason Playwrights’ Award (1983), the Mobil Award for Best Radio Drama (The Perils of Pauline, 1990) and the New Zealand Book Award for Fiction (The Skinny Louie Book, 1992). Her novel The Hopeful Traveller (2002) was runner-up in the 2003 Deutz Medal for Fiction at the Montana New Zealand Book Awards and was nominated for the International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award, the largest prize of its kind; her recent novel Book Book was a finalist in the fiction category at the 2005 Montana New Zealand Book Awards. A new novel, Mr Allbone’s Ferrets, was published in April. 

Fiona Farrell returned to poetry in 1999, after a gap of 12 years, with The Inhabited Initial (AUP), a collection featuring specially designed illustrations by jeweller Ann Culy. Since then Farrell’s poems have been regularly selected for the annual online anthology Best New Zealand

Poems. Her new c ollection The Pop-up Book of Invasions will be published by Auckland University Press in for Montana Poetry Day 2007.

The Pop-up Book of Invasions was written while she held an inaugural Rathcoola Writers’ Residency in County Cork, Ireland, in 2006. 

She was awarded the Prime Ministers Award for Literary Achievement in 2007.

This is Fiona Farrell’s poetic response to a six month stay in Ireland. Part travelogue, part family record, part song and myth and history rewritten, this collection revels and laments, offering up an Ireland where history and story are inscribed on the landscape. Aware the world is still washed by waves of invasion and migration, she writes of Māori voyages to New Zealand and her father’s family’s move from Ireland.
Biography

The Best Man Who Ever Served the Crown? A Life of Donald McLean 

Ray Fargher 
Victoria University Press 
978-0-86473-560-7 
RRP $50.00 pb
After war service with the 3rd NZ Division in the Pacific and a period of secondary teaching, much of Ray Fargher’s working life was spent as General Secretary of the Association of Teachers in Technical Institutes until retiring in 1986. He then spent the next four years chairing ministerial working parties advising on the reform of post-school vocational education and training, including the Probine-Fargher Report on The Organisation, Management and Funding of Continuing Education.

The Best Man Who Ever Served the Crown? A Life of Donald McLean is the first full biography of one of the key actors in the drama of 19th-century New Zealand land dealing and fills a gaping hole in New Zealand historiography. McLean was highly respected by Māori for his knowledge of Te Reo and respect for rank and protocol, and was closely involved in land dealings in the Taranaki and elsewhere that still have repercussions today. 

The Life and Times of James Walter Chapman-Taylor 

Judy Siers 
Millwood Heritage Productions Ltd 
978-0-47311-340-7 
RRP $145.00 hb
Judy Siers has followed leads about the life and career of James Walter Chapman-Taylor since 1967.  Her love of heritage, history and a passion for domestic architecture has been the driving force behind this biography,  travelling all over the North Island discovering his buildings.

A New Zealander, educated at Solway College, Masterton, she worked in advertising and marketing through the 1950s and 1960s; married James Siers in 1961, has four children and four grand-children. Judy and James established Millwood Press publishing, Millwood Gallery and Sierpinski Films documentary film company. In the 1990s Judy was elected a councillor to the  Wellington City Council  where heritage issues were her priority. She is now retired and lives in Napier, Hawke’s Bay. 
This is the story of James Walter Chapman-Taylor, architect, craftsman, furniture designer, builder, photographer, astrologer and family man. This book is the result of research over 30 years. It captures an era in New Zealand’s architectural history that must be treasured, and tells us a great deal about how attitudes and styles have evolved from colonial times to New Zealand’s contemporary identity. 

Waimarino County & Other Excursions 

Martin Edmond 
Auckland University Press 
978-1-86940-391-1 
RRP $35.00 pb
New Zealander Martin Edmond lives in Sydney where he is dividing his time between writing and taxi driving (one of which is his sometimes hilarious, sometimes poignant take on life in his taxi, now transferred to ‘dérives’ at http://fluvial.blogspot.com/).

Martin was born in Ohakune, New Zealand, in 1952, son of poet Lauris Edmond and teacher Trevor Edmond, and grew up in small North Island towns. He studied Anthropology and English at The University of Auckland before graduating MA (1st Class Hons) in English from Victoria

University of Wellington. After spending a year as a junior lecturer at Victoria University he joined the avant garde theatre group Red Mole and spent the next five years touring internationally as a writer, actor, stage manager and lighting designer. He moved to Australia in 1981, via London, New York and Los Angeles, to work in the film industry there.

Martin has also worked as a proof reader, ESOL teacher and a lighting designer for rock bands until 1984, when he began to earn his living mostly as a script writer. He has written several screenplays which have been produced as award winning feature films: Illustrious Energy

(1987); The Footstep Man (1991; and Terra Nov a (1996); and wrote the screenplays for the critically well-received short films Philosophy (1997) and Earth Angel (2002).

Martin’s books include The Autobiography of My Father (AUP, 1992; placed in the 1993 Wattie’s Book Awards), The Resurrection of Philip Clairmont (AUP, 1999; shortlisted, Montana New Zealand Book Awards) and the memoir/travelogue of the mind Chronicle of the Unsung (AUP, 2004), which won the 2005 Montana NZ Book Award for Biography. He published in late 2006 Luca Antara, described by J M Coetzee as ‘a booklover’s book, a graceful and mesmerizing blend of history, autobiography, travel and romance.’ (J M Coetzee). Martin also writes reviews and essays, and has several widely read blogs.

A new work from a master prose stylist, Waimarino County is a book of essays described as ‘elegant discursions on themes of memory, words and travel’. Edmond has an idiosyncratic and utterly engaging way of writing that always draws on himself and his own often quite intimate experience, yet his work is never self-absorbed but turns outwards: to the past, to the landscape and the natural world, to other writers and artists, to journeys and distant places.
History

Age Of Enterprise: Rediscovering the New Zealand Entrepreneur 1881–1910 
Ian Hunter 
Auckland University Press 
978-1-86940-381-2 
RRP $50.00 pb
Dr Ian Hunter, MCom (Hons) (UoA), PhD (Massey), teaches in the School of Management and Employment Relations at The University of Auckland Business School. He has previously lectured at Massey University and was the visiting lecturer at the Centre for International

Business History, University of Reading (UK), from September 2005 to February 2006, where he also undertook joint research projects with Professors Mark Casson and Andrew Godley.

Ian Hunter is a business historian specialising in entrepreneurship and economic development. His research has been published in leading scholarly and management journals including the Business History Review, the Australian Economic History Review and the University of

Auckland Business Review. An article he e, ‘Tapping Our Entrepreneurial Heritage’, won the Prize for the Best New Zealand Business Research Article in 2003.

His previous books include the biographies David Levene: A Man and His Business and Robert Laidlaw: Man for Our Time (9000 copies sold), to research and write which he received a NZ History Research Fund Award. He was until 2006 a director of the Auckland Business

History Project (www.businesshistory.auckland.ac.nz/) and was joint editor of the Project’s first publication, City of Enterprise: Perspectives on Auckland Business History (AUP, 2006).

This important book, which covers an area little touched by traditional historians, shows how entrepreneurship and innovation transformed New Zealand in the late 19th-century. By focusing on the shape of our economic history and its entrepreneurial players Ian Hunter fills a major gap in our knowledge of the colonial period. 

Devils on Horses 

Terry Kinloch 
Exisle Publishing 
978-0-90898-894-5 
RRP $55.00 hb
Lieutenant-Colonel Terry Kinloch has held a commission in the New Zealand Army since 1983. He has completed operational tours in Bougainville, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and Egypt, and training courses in the United Kingdom and Australia. He spent much of his regimental career in Queen Alexandra’s Mounted Rifles, an armoured unit that is the last Regular Force link to New Zealand’s horse-mounted units. This is his second book about the New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade in the First World War, completing the story begun in his highly praised Echoes of Gallipoli (Exisle 2005).

Lieutenant-Colonel Kinloch was made a Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit (MNZM) in 2006. He has recently returned from a posting in Washington D.C., as New Zealand’s staff officer in the American, British, Canadian, Australian, and New Zealand Armies Program. He lives in Wellington with his wife Carol. 

Few New Zealanders know the gripping story of the New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade (‘perhaps the finest body of New Zealanders ever to serve overseas’) in Sinai and Palestine during World War One. Now, using the soldiers’ original letters and diaries wherever possible, and with 150 superb photographs, Terry Kinloch vividly describes every battle and skirmish in their long campaign against the Turks.

Te Tau Ihu o Te Waka Volume II: Te Ara Hou – The New Society 

Hilary and John Mitchell 
Huia Publishers 
978-1-86969-294-0 
RRP $95.00 hb
John Mitchell of Ngati Tama, Te Atiawa, Taranaki Tuturu, Ngāti Toarangatira and Ngāti Kinohaku descent is tangata whenua of Mohua (Golden Bay). He has been involved with iwi affairs in Te Tau Ihu (north of the South Island) in many different capacities over nearly thirty years. He has lectured at the University of Canterury and was School Director of the Outward Bound School in Queen Charlotte Sound. 

Hilary Mitchell, of West Coast Irish stock, has been a secondary school teacher and a Nelson City Councillor. She was involved in establishing the Nelson Provincial Museum, and is currently a councillor of the Nelson Marlborough Institute of Technology. 

Hilary and John wrote the first volume in the Te Tau Ihu series in 2004. 

The most comprehensive account of the impact of colonisation up to the start of the twentieth century throughout Nelson and Marlborough.  This second volume in the series details Māori participation in the European settlement society and shows how Māori culture and language were swamped by assimilation.  
Reference & Anthology
Look This Way: New Zealand Writers on New Zealand Artists 

Sally Blundell (editor) 
Auckland University Press 
978-1-86940-371-3 
RRP $44.99 pb
Sally Blundell has been a freelance journalist for nearly 20 years. She has written for a range of magazines specialising in art, literature and education. Her written work includes previews, reviews, artist profiles and articles. She is currently completing a PhD in English Literature at

the University of Canterbury.

What is it about a particular work of art that seizes your attention? That holds your gaze, pulls you back again and again? Here, 17 writers answer these seemingly straightforward questions, each writing on a New Zealand artist of their choice. They tell stories, find treasures and make connections but above all they look hard at the art works and engage with the artists, while inviting the reader to share their perspective. 

A Nest of Singing Birds: 100 years of the New Zealand School Journal 
Gregory O'Brien 
Learning Media Limited 
978-0-79031-963-6 
RRP $59.95 hb
Also available in paperback 978-0-79032-627-6 RRP $39.95 pb
Gregory O’Brien was born in Matamata in 1961, grew up in Auckland, and has lived in Wellington since 1989, where he divides his time between literary and visual arts projects. His book about contemporary art for young people, Welcome to the South Seas, won both the non-fiction section of the New Zealand Post Book Awards 2005 and the Elsie Locke Medal. He has edited numerous anthologies and has published poetry, fiction, art criticism, and essays on New Zealand culture. His most recent publications are a book of poems, Afternoon of an Evening Train (2005), a memoir, News of the Swimmer Reaches Shore (2007) and Back and Beyond: New Zealand painting for the Young and Curious, a follow-up to Welcome to the South Seas, published in May 2008 by Auckland University Press.

A Nest of Singing Birds: 100 years of the New Zealand School Journal celebrates, in lively words and gorgeous images, the publication that over the last hundred years has shaped the country we live in – and the luminaries of New Zealand arts and letters who have featured in it.

The Transit Of Venus

Mary Varnham (editor) 
Awa Press 
978-0-95826-297-2 
RRP $25.00 pb
Mary Varnham is a writer and editor, and the publishing director of Awa Press. A former columnist for Wellington's Evening Post, she founded Awa Press in 2003 to publish high-quality contemporary non-fiction. Her previous books include Heading Nowhere in a Navy Blue Suit and Beyond Blue Hills. She presently divides her time between Wellington and Tokyo.

On 8 June 2004, the planet Venus moved across the face of the sun. This rare historic event last took place 121 years before. In June 2012, Venus will again traverse the sun, providing an amazing spectacle to people on Earth. In this book, scientists and historians write of the extraordinary impact these cosmic events have had on the exploration and colonisation of our own planet.

Lifestyle & Contemporary Culture

InForm: New Zealand Graffiti Artists Discuss Their Work 

Elliot O'Donnell 
Raupo Publishing 
978-0-79001-146-2 
RRP $39.99 pb
Elliot “Askew” O’Donnell has been at the forefront of New Zealand graffiti for many years. He is part of the world-conquering T.M.D. crew – the team that won the 2006 Write4Gold competition held in Germany.

Graffiti as an art form is and has fast become a recognised cultural phenomenon worldwide. InForm investigates the development of graffiti art in New Zealand, showcasing 15 influential and innovative graffiti artists. Each artist is profiled by a contributing writer, and each essay is accompanied by imagery that showcase techniques used through the progress of a single piece. 

Mau Moko: The World of Māori Tattoo 

Ngahuia Te Awekotuku 
Penguin Group (NZ) 
978-0-67004-561-7 
RRP $65.00 hb
Ngahuia Te Awekotuku is a cultural activist, writer, research professor, and frustrated artist. Her PhD (1981) focussed on tourism and Maori culture. Since then, she has served on various governance boards in the arts, and the academy.  She has worked as a museum curator, art historian, and repatriation consultant.  Now at the University of Waikato, she is interested in heritage issues, gender, the arts, and cultural studies. She enjoys haka, cats and half marathons which take her home to Waiariki, along the Waikato, and towards Waikaremoana.

This magnificently illustrated book by a group of Māori scholars from the University of Waikato is the closest there has ever been to a ‘complete’ book on moko. Mau Moko examines the use of moko by traditional Māori, notes historical material including manuscripts and unpublished, aural sources, and links the art to the present day. It explores the cultural and spiritual issues surrounding moko and relates dozens of stories, many of them powerful and heart-warming, from wearers and artists.

Shot In New Zealand: The art and craft of the Kiwi cinematographer 

Duncan Petrie 
Random House NZ 
978-1-86941-791-8 
RRP $55.00 hb
Professor Duncan Petrie is Professor of Film, Television and Media Studies at the University of Auckland. He has written numerous books on British and Scottish film-making including The British Cinematographer (1996), Screening Scotland (2000) and Contemporary Scottish Fictions (2004). Duncan moved to New Zealand in 2004 and lives in Auckland with his wife and daughter.

Much of the visual impact of New Zealand films can be attributed directly to the cinematographer, the creative individual primarily responsible for the look of a film. Shot In New Zealand explores the distinctive visual qualities of many iconic New Zealand films and charts the achievements and resourcefulness of our best cinematographers, who all exhibit the classic Kiwi ‘can do’ attitude.

Environment 

Southern Alps 

Alison Ballance 
Random House NZ 
978-1-86941-875-5 
RRP $89.99 hb
Alison has a BSc in zoology from Auckland University, and an MSc(Hons) in zoology from Massey University. She worked as a park interpreter in Mount Aspiring and Fiordland National Parks, and for DOC and DSIR before starting work for the television production company Natural History NZ Ltd in 1990. She has produced and directed 15 wildlife documentaries for broadcasters such as National Geographic and Discovery Channels. She has made films on animals such as weta, kakapo and tigers, and on places ranging from Mongolia to Ecuador's Andes. She is currently working on her 25th book.

Follow the path of an icicle, unravel the complexity of an alpine garden, become part of the birth and death of a stand of beech trees and wonder at early efforts to explore, cross and climb the backbone of the country – the Southern Alps. This literary and photographic exploration reveals intimate insights alongside the vastness of our most phenomenal landform.

The Surface of the Sea: Encounters with New Zealand's Upper Ocean Life 

Iain Anderson 
Raupo Publishing 
978-0-79001-157-8 
RRP $44.99 pb
Iain Anderson (PhD, ME, BE) is a Principal Investigator for the Auckland Bioengineering Institute, Senior Lecturer, with the Department of Engineering Science, The University of Auckland and a scientist (adjunct) with the Earth and Oceanic Sciences Research Institute (EOS) of the Auckland University of Technology. He is an avid underwater photographer and photojournalist with over 35 years diving experience. Since 1997 he has contributed over 60 articles for Dive New Zealand. He has also produced articles for New Zealand Geographic and other journals. His books include: “A Photographic Guide to New Zealand Sea Shells” with Margaret Morley (New Holland Publishers, 2004) and “The Surface of the Sea “ (Raupo NZ Publishers, 2007).

Born in Dundee, Scotland, Iain now lives in Titirangi, Auckland and shares a house with his son who is completing a BSc with The University of Auckland.

In The Surface of the Sea, Iain Anderson’s text, thoroughly vetted by scientists from around the world who are specialists in their fields, is accompanied by his astounding photographs. Introducing readers to things familiar and no-so-familiar, Iain explains why, how and when these creatures can be seen, and provides a wondrous and delightful adventure into the seas that surround New Zealand.

Wetlands of New Zealand 

Janet Hunt 
Random House NZ 
978-1-86941-904-2 RRP $69.99 hb
Janet Hunt is the author of A Bird in the Hand, winner of the non-fiction category and Book of the Year award at the 2004 NZ Post Children’s and Young Adults Book Awards; From Weta to Kauri, shortlisted for the same awards in 2005; and Hone Tuwhare: A Biography. Janet currently works from Waiheke Island as a graphic designer and writer.

Beautiful and yet fragile – the story of wetlands in New Zealand is one of celebration and sorrow. This book takes us on a journey through a selection of these special landscapes, from the internationally acclaimed to the humble and lesser-known; from high mountain tarn to bog, swamp and tidal flat on the coast; from isolated pristine wildernesses to working wetlands in cities. 

Illustrative 

Aberhart 

Laurence Aberhart, with essays by Gregory O'Brien and Justin Paton 
Victoria University Press 
978-0-86473-556-0 
RRP $125.00 hb
LAURENCE ABERHART was born in Nelson in 1949, and since 1983 has lived and worked in Russell, Bay of Islands. His photographs have been exhibited widely in New Zealand, Australia and elsewhere, and significant holdings of his work are to be found in public galleries on both sides of the Tasman. 

GREGORY O’BRIEN is primarily a poet and painter, and is also a Curator at City Gallery Wellington and the author of or a contributor to many landmark art books, including Lands and Deeds, Hotere—Out the Black Window, Rosalie Gascoigne—Plain Air, Parihaka—The Art of Passive Resistance, Welcome to the South Seas—Contemporary New Zealand Art for Young People and Back and Beyond; New Zealand Art for the Young and Curious (2008). His book-length essay News of the Swimmer Reaches Shore was published by VUP in 2007.
JUSTIN PATON is one of New Zealand’s leading art writers and essayists, and is currently Curator of Contemporary Art at Dunedin Public Art Gallery. In the 2006 Montana New Zealand Book Awards, his book How to Look at a Painting (Awa Press) won the Leisure and Lifestyle category, and Jeffrey Harris (DPAG/VUP) was shortlisted in the Visual Art category. Among his recent exhibitions are World’s Edge, Shadowplay and Tall Tales and History Lessons: Contemporary New Zealand Art from the Nineteenth Century, all of which have included photographs by Laurence Aberhart. His essay ‘Black Box’ appears in the catalogue The Interior: Laurence Aberhart, McNamara Gallery Photography, 2003.
Laurence Aberhart has been at the forefront of New Zealand photography since the late 1970s, and is recognised as a major international figure. Like the paintings of Colin McCahon – an artist with whom Aberhart is frequently paired – his photographs are a sustained meditation on time, place and cultural history. They are also virtuoso pieces of photographic craft.
Bill Hammond: Jingle Jangle Morning 

Jennifer Hay, with Ron Brownson, Chris Knox and Laurence Aberhart; 
designed by Aaron Beehre 

Christchurch Art Gallery 
978-1-87737-513-2 
RRP $79.95 hb
JENNIFER HAY is assistant curator at Christchurch Art Gallery Te Puna o Waiwhetu. She spent two years researching the works of Bill Hammond to bring together the major survey exhibition Jingle Jangle Morning. Other recent curatorial projects for Christchurch Art Gallery include Out of Erewhon, an exhibition of thirteen emerging Canterbury artists. In 2000 she co-curated Intervention, an international symposium of performance and post-object art. Jennifer wrote for Julia Morison: a loop around a loop, which was a finalist in the 2007 Montana New Zealand Book Awards, and has contributed to the New Zealand Journal of Art History, Art New Zealand and Sculpture International. She has also written extensively on the work of sculptor Andrew Drummond. 

A spectacular publication tracing the career of one of New Zealand’s most sought-after contemporary painters. Taking its title from a line in Bob Dylan’s ‘Mr. Tambourine Man’, Jingle Jangle Morning reveals the development of Bill Hammond’s practice – from his frenetic, music-inspired work of the 1980s, through the rock surrealism of the 1990s, to the evolution of his signature bird paintings. 

Comma dot dogma  
Aaron Kreisler (editor) 
Umbrella 
978-0-47312-030-6 RRP $60.00 pb
Aaron Kreisler is currently the curator at Dunedin Public Art Gallery. He has work in the New Zealand visual arts community for a number years as a critic, educator, art gallery manager and writer.  In 2006 he won the Best Arts Review and named Best Reviewer at the Qantas Media Awards. 

Heavy card covers and recycled stocks bracket a comprehensive insight into Tom Kreisler's prolific career. These materials embrace his understated, often overlooked, presence in New Zealand's Art History and associate with his everyday and low-brow focus. The unapologetic title-block, formally type-set essays and over 100 reproductions reintroduce Kreisler to his audience.
