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Embargoed until 13 April 2008

NEW ZEALANDERS’ VIEWS ON TAX CUTS
The ShapeNZ survey was undertaken between March 27 and April 8, 2008.

The 2882 respondents are weighted by age, gender, income, employment status, ethnicity and party vote 2005 to provide a nationally representative sample. The maximum margin of error is 1.8% on the national sample.
Results in the first panel for each question are for the national sample.
Results in the second panel are for a sub group of 639 business decision maker respondents (selected by occupation business manager, proprietor, self employed). The maximum margin of error on the business sample is 3.9% on the national sample.

Personal taxes

Do you believe the Government should lower personal income taxes this year?

	Yes
	
	85%

	No
	
	12%

	Don't know
	
	3%


Business decision makers

	Yes
	
	85%

	No
	
	12%

	Don't know
	
	3%


Do you believe the Government can afford to reduce personal income tax rates this year?

	Yes
	
	81%

	No
	
	11%

	Don't know
	
	8%


	Yes
	
	83%

	No
	
	10%

	Don't know
	
	7%


Thinking about how a political party’s personal tax policy will influence which party you will vote for at the next general election, please select from the following

	A.
	Personal income tax cuts will be the main influence on which party I vote for at the next general election
	
	18%

	B.
	Maintaining social spending will be the main influence on which party I vote for at the next general election
	
	7%

	C.
	A balance between personal income tax cuts and maintaining social spending will be the main influence on which party I vote for at the next general election
	
	40%

	D.
	Issues other than personal taxation and social spending will be the main influence on my party vote at the next general election
	
	28%

	E.
	I will not vote
	
	1%

	F.
	Don't know
	
	5%


	A.
	Personal income tax cuts will be the main influence on which party I vote for at the next general election
	
	22%

	B.
	Maintaining social spending will be the main influence on which party I vote for at the next general election
	
	10%

	C.
	A balance between personal income tax cuts and maintaining social spending will be the main influence on which party I vote for at the next general election
	
	34%

	D.
	Issues other than personal taxation and social spending will be the main influence on my party vote at the next general election
	
	31%

	E.
	I will not vote
	
	1%

	F.
	Don't know
	
	2%


A $10 per week tax cut given evenly to all personal tax payers would cost the government around $1 billion dollars ($1000 million) a year.

In dollar terms what size of tax cut would be personally acceptable to you?

	No personal tax cut
	
	12%

	$5 per week (costing $500 million a year)
	
	9%

	$10 per week (costing $1000 million a year)
	
	20%

	$20 per week (costing $2000 million a year)
	
	22%

	$30 per week (costing $3000 million a year)
	
	7%

	$40 per week (costing $4000 million a year)
	
	9%

	Don't know
	
	13%

	Other (please specify)
	
	8%


	No personal tax cut
	
	15%

	$5 per week (costing $500 million a year)
	
	3%

	$10 per week (costing $1000 million a year)
	
	15%

	$20 per week (costing $2000 million a year)
	
	24%

	$30 per week (costing $3000 million a year)
	
	8%

	$40 per week (costing $4000 million a year)
	
	14%

	Don't know
	
	10%

	Other (please specify)
	
	10%


Given a personal tax cut of $10 per week would cost $1 billion a year, would you support or oppose a tax rate reduction if it meant less spending in social areas like benefits, health and education?
	Strongly support
	
	7%

	Support
	
	22%

	Oppose
	
	39%

	Strongly oppose
	
	22%

	Don't know
	
	10%


	Strongly support
	
	10%

	Support
	
	27%

	Oppose
	
	32%

	Strongly oppose
	
	24%

	Don't know
	
	7%


Would you support or oppose a cut in personal income tax rates if a reduction meant a rise in prices and inflation?

	Strongly support
	
	4%

	Support
	
	18%

	Oppose
	
	49%

	Strongly oppose
	
	20%

	Don't know
	
	9%


	A.
	Strongly support
	
	7%

	B.
	Support
	
	26%

	C.
	Oppose
	
	41%

	D.
	Strongly oppose
	
	18%

	E.
	Don't know
	
	8%


Would you support or oppose a cut in personal income tax rates if a reduction meant a rise in prices and interest rates?
	Strongly support
	
	4%

	Support
	
	17%

	Oppose
	
	51%

	Strongly oppose
	
	20%

	Don't know
	
	9%


	Strongly support
	
	7%

	Support
	
	23%

	Oppose
	
	47%

	Strongly oppose
	
	17%

	Don't know
	
	6%


Given a choice of the following which is the most important to you this year?

	A personal tax cut
	
	30%

	A company tax cut
	
	2%

	Lower mortgage interest rates
	
	23%

	Maintaining the same rate of spending on social services (like health, education and benefits)
	
	8%

	Increased spending on social services (like health, education and benefits)
	
	28%

	Don't know
	
	3%

	Other (please specify)
	
	5%


	A personal tax cut
	
	33%

	A company tax cut
	
	7%

	Lower mortgage interest rates
	
	28%

	Maintaining the same rate of spending on social services (like health, education and benefits)
	
	9%

	Increased spending on social services (like health, education and benefits)
	
	18%

	Don't know
	
	1%

	Other (please specify)
	
	5%


	
	

	


ShapeNZ methodology
This question and answer report prepared by Tasman Research and Consultation Limited outlines how the Business Council's ShapeNZ online research panel is recruited and its methodology.
The Business Council runs the national online survey panel, ShapeNZ, to allow public input on major issues. The panel is primarily built from purchased lists and weighted results are representative of the population as a whole, compared with the 2006 census. At 8 April 2008 the panel had 9001 members. ShapeNZ members register and provide demographic and previous party vote information to ensure results can be accurately weighted to reflect the New Zealand population. Registration is also available at www.shapenz.org.nz.

This research may be used and published with the prior approval the Business Council.

For further information please contact:

Graeme Colman, Communications Manager, NZBCSD

Telephone 64 9 525 9727, 021 325 377

E-mail:

graeme.colman@nzbcsd.org.nz


office@nzbcsd.org.nz
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