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29 March  2008 

Alan Thompson 
Chief Executive 
MoT 
PO Box 3175  
Wellington 

Dear Alan, 
 
Funding of Manukau Harbour Crossing (MHX) 
 
Thank you for hosting the stakeholder workshop in Auckland earlier this month. It was an 
excellent opportunity to share views and understand different perspectives. 
 
I am writing to you to express our concern at the manner in which the LTNZ board are allocating 
funding for the Manukau Harbour Crossing (MHX).  Please refer to the attached letter from 
LTNZ, which outlines the funding approach, including the following:  

 
 
We have expressed the following concerns to LTNZ’s representative at the RLTC meetings, but 
they have not been acknowledged:  
 

1. LTNZ’s approach to funding the MHX appears to be undermining the funding process.  
There are minimum cost benefit criteria that apply to the ‘R’, ‘N’ and ‘C’ funds,  yet LTNZ 
is choosing to ignore these for MHX.   
 

2. LTNZ is rushing to fund the MHX so that it can be built in time for the Rubgy World Cup 
in 2011 – however connectivity into the city will not be improved as the MHX will double 
the existing motorway over the harbour from 4 lanes to 8 lanes, yet the route into the city 
still requires the use of 2 lane urban roads, such as Dominion or Manukau Rd.  
 



 
FAST is an umbrella group of organisations and individuals who support sustainable transport solutions to meet 

the economic, environmental and social challenges of transporting people and goods in the Auckland region. 
 

3. LTNZ and Transit are advancing the plans for the MHX in time for the 2011 Rugby World 
Cup based on the assumption that most tourists will be driving their own vehicles and 
will be arriving on mass.  However, oversees tourists are more inclined to use public 
transport, and as was the case for the Lions Rugby Tour, their arrival is spread out over 
the weeks before the event, and they did not use a single access way (eg: MHX) into 
Auckland. 
 

4. LTNZ and Transit continue to ignore rising oil prices.  The traffic modeling for MHX is 
based on low oil prices.   
 

5. LTNZ and Transit  continue to ignore the research on ‘Induced traffic’ effects of 
increasing the amount of roading capacity, the resulting increase in traffic cause: 

a. Reduced safety for cycling and walking 
b. Community severance 
c. Increased overall carbon emissions 
d. Delays bus services which in turn affects patronage 
e. Worse traffic congestion in other parts of the roading network. 

 
6. In rushing through the MHX, Transit and the LTNZ board appears to be ignoring the 

findings of the ATSAP report which identified “the need for a significant shift to public 
transport… starting immediately”. Additionally Transit’s obligations under section 77 of 
the Land Transport Management Act 2003 do not appear to have been adhered to. 
 

7. ARTA is investigating the option of a rail link to the airport via the same corridor as the 
MHX and is due to report back in April 2008.  By doubling the capacity of the Manukau 
Harbour Crossing, LTNZ and Transit reduce the viability of the rail connection as 
potential patrons are instead encouraged to use their cars.  

 
We would appreciate your response and would happy to meet with you to discuss them in 
person.  
 
We commend the work MoT is doing as part of its Next Steps review and we hope that in 
highlighting this troubling example that the MoT’s Next Steps work will deliver significant 
changes to the transport sector in order to prevent this kind of situation reoccurring.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Bevan Woodward 
Spokesperson, Forum for Auckland Sustainable Transport 
E-mail: bevan@fast.gen.nz Mob: 021 122 6040 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 


