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Our National Values— 

� Humour—smile and the world smiles with you; laugh at ourselves and with others, but never 

at others; be quick to praise and slow to judge; a stranger is someone you haven’t made a 

friend of; take the rough with the smooth; and the glass is always part full, never give up 

hope: 

� Endeavour—front up, don’t expect others to lead, don’t let fear control you, it takes courage 

to control fear; find a way, never give up; expect the worst and accept the risk, without 

blaming failure, the unknown is waiting for discovery, look beyond appearances; verify the 

facts and seek the reason why: 

� Common sense—achieve the rational and practical; discretion is the better part of valour; 

you learn nothing with your eyes shut and your mouth open; a team is a product of effort and 

worth more than the sum of its parts; plan when to use your reserve, serve to lead, don’t ask 

of others that which you’re not prepared to do yourself: 

� Integrity—know we’re equal to the best and acknowledge we’re no better than anyone else; 

be honest and reliable: discreet truth is always better than a lie; build trust by giving and 

returning favours; know what is right, do what is right and get it right: 

 

Strong and Gentle 

with 

True Grit and Wit 

 

[Dedicated to the memory of Sir Edmund Hillary 

who more than most showed us what is possible.] 

 

 

 


