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The TVNZ 7 Colmar Brunton Kingmaker Research Poll

Summary

Poll Conducted

Evening of 5th – 19th March 2008 inclusive

Sample Size


n = 750, Eligible Voters

Sample Error:
Based on the total sample of 750 Eligible Voters, the maximum sampling error estimated is plus or minus 3.6%, expressed at the 95% confidence level.

Parliament And New Zealand’s Constitution

“Please can you name the political parties currently represented in Parliament? What other parties are represented in Parliament?”



Labour
94%

National
91%

Green Party
82%

The Maori Party
71%

NZ First
61%

ACT NZ
39%

United Future NZ
22%

Jim Anderton’s Progressive
16%

Alliance
5%

Christian Heritage
1%

Kiwi Party
0.4%

Democrats for Social Credit
0.3%

Family Party
0.2%

Aotearoa Legalise Cannabis Party 
0.1%

The Republic of New Zealand Party
0.1%

Other
12%

Don’t Know
3%

“Are you happy with the current voting system in New Zealand, known as MMP?”



Yes
59%

No
37%

Don’t Know
4%

Total
100%

“Under MMP it is most likely that either the National Party or the Labour Party will form a government, but in order to do this they will need the support of one or more of the ‘smaller parties’. So thinking about these smaller parties, for each one I read out, please tell me whether you feel they would work better with Labour or National in a coalition government. So, starting with [NAME OF SMALLER PARTY], do you think they would work better with Labour or National? And now thinking of [NAME OF SMALLER PARTY], do you think they would work better with Labour or National?”



Green Party
73%
15%
13%

Maori Party
64%
22%
15%

Jim Anderton’s Progressive
59%
24%
18%

NZ First
39%
42%
19%

United Future New Zealand
31%
45%
25%

ACT NZ
18%
67%
15%

“As well as the 62 ‘general’ electorate seats in New Zealand there are an additional 7 Maori seats. To vote for a political party in one of these seats you need to be of Maori descent and register on the Maori electoral roll. Some political parties disagree with having these Maori seats, whilst others believe they are fine. Do you believe the Maori seats should remain or do you think they should go?”

Remain
48%

Go
47%

No opinion either way
4%

Don’t know
2%

Total
101%*

* Some does not equal 100% due to rounding

“Do you believe New Zealand should become a republic, or stay as it is, with the Queen as head of state?”

Become a republic
28%

Remain as it is, with the Queen as head of state
66%

Don’t Know
6%

Total
100%

The Economy

“And do you think that during the next 12 months the economy will be in a better state than at present, or a worse state?”

Better
22%

Same
13%

Worse
65%

Total
100%

“Thinking about the economic policies of the different parties, which one of the following issues will be most important to you when deciding which party to vote for?

Levels of personal taxation
30%

Housing affordability
20%

Wage levels
20%

Interest rate levels
17%

The level of the New Zealand dollar
9%

None of the above
2%

Don’t know
2%

Total
100%

“Would you prefer to live overseas somewhere or would you prefer to remain in New Zealand?”

Live overseas somewhere
14%

Remain in New Zealand
85%

Both
1%

Don’t know
1%

Total
101%

* Some does not equal 100% due to rounding

Race Relations

“Overall, which of the following best describes the amount of racism that you personally believe exists in New Zealand: a great deal, some, only a little or none at all?”

A great deal
21%

Some
53%

Only a little
23%

None at all 
3%

Don’t know
1%

Total
101%

* Some does not equal 100% due to rounding

“Which groups do you feel are the most privileged in New Zealand?”



New Zealanders of Maori Descent
43%

New Zealanders of European Descent / Pakeha
32%

Caucasians in general
6%

Asians
3%

Pacific Islanders
2%

New Zealanders of Pacific Island Descent
1%

Other Europeans
1%

Some other ethnic group
1%

Groups not based on ethnicity (e.g. lower class, immigrants etc)
16%

Refused
7%

Don’t know
3%

“Which groups do you feel are the least privileged in New Zealand?”



New Zealanders of European Descent / Pakeha
16%

New Zealanders of Maori Descent
14%

Pacific Islanders
14%

New Zealanders of Pacific Island Descent
12%

Asians
6%

Some Other Ethnic Group
6%

Caucasians in general
4%

Indians, Pakistanis or Sri Lankans
2%

Other Europeans
2%

Groups not based on ethnicity (e.g. lower class, immigrants etc)
34%

Refused
9%

Don’t know 
11%

“How long do you think it will be before the Treaty of Waitangi settlements process is fully complete and all disputes have been settled? Would you say it would be…?



Within the next 5 years
18%

Within the next 10 years
23%

Within the next 15 years 
8%

Within the next 20 years 
9%

Longer than this
28%

Never
9%

Don’t know
5%

Total
100%

The Environment

“Thinking about the environment, will this be an important factor for you when deciding which party or parties to vote for?”



Yes
66%

No
32%

Don’t know
3%

Total
101%

* Some does not equal 100% due to rounding

Law & Order

“Do you feel that the next government should make gangs, that are believed to be involved in criminal activities, illegal in New Zealand?”



Yes
80%

No
18%

Don’t know
2%

Total
100%

“Do you think New Zealand should bring back the death penalty?”



Yes
37%

No
58%

Maybe/Depends/Possibly
3%

Don’t know
3%

Total
101%

* Some does not equal 100% due to rounding

The TVNZ 7 Colmar Brunton Kingmaker Research Poll was conducted for The Kingmaker Debate on TVNZ 7
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