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John Dow has no illusions about 
the challenges facing the team 
organising Tribute08, and 
strongly believes it will be a 
signifi cant and valuable event for 
all participants and New Zealand 
as a nation.

As Event Director, he is 
responsible overall for creating 
the key components that will 
make this a very special weekend. 
And while it’s important to ensure 
that the various events happen as 
they should, it’s just as important 
to John that they are relevant 
to the main participants – the 
New Zealand Vietnam Veterans 
and their families.

The challenges, however, are 
nothing new for the seasoned 
event director and communications 
specialist. After being approached 
by Vietnam Veteran Paddy Driver, 
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Hearing the Vietnam Veteran story
is important for all New Zealanders  
Tribute08 Event Director John Dow John earned his stripes as Event 

Director for Parade ’98.
“We copped fl ak then from all 

sorts of areas, including in the 
early stages from the media, and 
some of it was very nasty,” John 
says. “The people trying to 
organise Parade ’98 – initially 
Paddy Driver and Lindsay 
Skinner, who were joined by 
Brian Monks as chair – were, 
as Veterans, very close to the 
issues and it was easy for them 
to get emotionally involved and 
lose objectivity.”

However, even as a non-
Veteran, John received personal 
threats over the phone, by letter 
and fax from people who objected 
to any recognition for the Veterans. 
Several anti-Vietnam War 
organisations undertook an 
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It’s going to be a big year, full of milestones, 
for Vietnam Veteran Pete Ramsay BEM.

Pete is returning to New Zealand from 
Perth, Western Australia, for Tribute08, but 
he won’t be alone. His wife, Bev, and 10 
other members of his family are also coming, 
using Tribute08 as an opportunity to get 
together and tour the country. 

They are typical of the registrations 
received at the Tribute08 offi ce in Wellington. 
It’s not just the Veterans looking forward to 
the event – most are also bringing family 
members. Like the Ramsays, many have 
developed strong bonds with families they 
have met at other Veteran reunions.

The Ramsay family trip will include a son and 
daughter-in-law who are fl ying in from Sweden. 

www.tr ibute08.com
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Register for Tribute08:

John Dow – “The experiences of Veterans in Vietnam and when 
they came back are very human – they are vivid and powerful.”

Pete Ramsay (centre left), and his wife, Bev (left),  
with Daniel and Lita Hall, the son and widow 
respectively of Brian Hall MC. The photo was taken 
at last year’s Victor 4 Company reunion in Auckland. 
Brian was Pete’s platoon commander in Vietnam 
and the families have been friends since.

Reunion a family affair
“The rest of the family will be coming 

in from Perth with Bev and me, making 
a total of 12. It will be very special and 
no doubt emotional, having the whole 
family with me in Wellington.”

He says fl ights, accommodation and 
rental vehicles are all booked.

Pete urges all Vietnam Veterans to 
attend Tribute08 with their families 
to enjoy the “special friendship which 
service life creates, and to give the 
children the opportunity to carry on 
representing Vietnam Veterans in the 
future when the parade state reads zero”.

This year’s personal milestones will 
bring back many memories for Pete. 

It is 40 years since he marched into 
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extensive graffi ti campaign in 
Wellington, and the statue of 
former Prime Minister Sir Keith 
Holyoake had its hands painted 
red because he was said to have 
“blood on his hands”, and actions 
such as this were featured on the 
6 o’clock television news.

But Parade ‘98 was a major 
success because, as John says, 
the march down the main street of 
the capital city made an emphatic 
statement to New Zealand and the 
Government that the Veterans 
deserved proper recognition.

While John believes some 
people will still object to Tribute08, 
he also believes New Zealand has 
“moved on” in 10 years and a 
more mature attitude will prevail.

The focus for John now is to 

ensure that Veterans and their 
families are able to commemorate 
and reunite in a way that is fi tting 
and memorable for them.

“The experiences of Veterans 
in Vietnam and when they came 
back are very human – they are 
vivid and powerful. It’s not like 
on the movie screen,” John says. 
“It is often hard for Veterans to 
express what it was like. Some 
never talk about it.

“Tribute08 aims to put people 
in a safe place where they can 
share their grief and sorrow, 
where they can talk to their mates 
who have shared life-and-death 
situations, and collectively 
express who they really are.

“They all have a valid story 
to tell that the rest of the country 
needs to listen to and understand. 
It is not about them asking people 

to feel sorry for them. They are an 
important part of New Zealand 
history, the present and where we 
go in the future.

“I believe Veterans embrace 
that and want the story told. It is 
a unique story. Tribute08 is about 
getting that story out there.”

John says it’s not for the organisers 
to tell the story – it will come 
from the Veterans and their 
families themselves. “We simply 
want to create the environment in 
which it can be told.”

John and his company, Agenda, 
have operated in the Wellington 
events market since 1985. 
He helped with the sponsorship 
and promotion of the fi rst 
New Zealand International 
Festival of the Arts in 1986, and 
Agenda became the marketing 
agency for the 1990 and 1992 

festivals, each winning the NZ 
Tourism Award for marketing of 
special events.

Agenda’s work has also 
included marketing big sporting 
events such as the All Whites 
versus England soccer internationals, 
Tall Blacks and Tall Ferns 
basketball tours, three competition 
AFL (Aussie Rules) matches at 
the Basin Reserve and Westpac 
Stadium, and the World Dragon 
Boat Festival.

John has recently been the 
Project Manager for several major 
international “Maori Art to the 
World” initiatives in places such 
as Vancouver and San Francisco, 
and including a special promotion 
alongside the America’s Cup 
campaign in Valencia last year. 
In 2007 he was also responsible 
for securing the A League licence 

for Wellington which has now 
transformed into the Wellington 
Phoenix Football Club.

John has been actively involved 
for the past three years as an 
EVSA representative on the 
Joint Working Group and as 
part of the team that negotiated 
the MoU with the Government, 
which has led, among many 
other things, to Tribute08.

He still maintains that 
Parade ‘98 was his best and 
most rewarding project to 
date, the success of which he 
believes was due to the 
exceptional Veteran/non 
Veteran team working so well 
together. He is committed to 
ensuring Tribute08 is equally 
important and of as much value 
as possible to New Zealand’s 
Vietnam Veteran community.

John Dow story continued from front page

Pete Ramsey story continued from front page

1 Battalion Depot in Burnham as 
a raw recruit; he is expecting the 
birth of his third grandchild in 
February; he and Bev celebrate 
their 37th wedding anniversary 
while in New Zealand; he turns 
60 in November; and there will be 
many memories rekindled when 
he meets his mates from Victor 4 
Company in Wellington. 

Pete says he always looks 
forward to catching up with his 
“other family”, and at each 
reunion more of the company turn 
up. One thing he and Bev still talk 
about is how at Parade ‘98 the 
Veterans’ children all joined in as 
if they’d known each other their 
whole life. The Ramsay family 
is looking forward to rekindling 
those friendships.

Like all Veterans, Pete is very 
much aware that each time he 
catches up with members of the 
company it could be the last time. 

Pete moved with his family to 
Perth in 1982. He became 
involved in Veterans’ issues and 
was for six years State President 
of the Vietnam Veterans 
Association of Australia (VVAA). 
During that time, and working 
under the motto he created, 
“once victims, now achievers”, 

he completed several large 
projects that brought Vietnam 
Veterans into the public eye on 
days of the year other then Anzac 
Day and Vietnam Veteran’s Day 
(previously Long Tan Day in 
Australia.)

Over a period of 10 years he 
managed the restoration of Anzac 
Cottage in Perth, which was built 
in one day by 400 people in 1916 
to house the fi rst Western 
Australian soldier wounded at 
Gallipoli. He also managed a 
two-year, federally funded 
project to name six streets in 
a new subdivision at Baldivis, 
30 minutes south of Perth, after 
the six Australians listed as missing 
in action in Vietnam (see photo).

Pete says that in Australia some 
Vietnam Veterans have let one 
year of their life, which was 
Vietnam, affect the rest of their life.

“Irrespective of years of 
service, we have skills which 
have a place in the community 
and we should take every 
opportunity to display those 
skills,” he says.

Pete has an air conditioning 
hire company in Australia, is the 
Australian distributor for an 
English company specialising in 
hard-water management, and with 

fi nancial assistance from Veterans 
Affairs New Zealand, is working 
towards a Certifi cate 4 in Training 
and Assessment on-line at TAFE 
(polytechnic). To complete the 
practical aspects of the training he 
is a contract instructor to a 4-wheel-
drive and performance driving 
centre in Perth.

Although no longer holding an 
executive position with the VVAA 
he still sits on the committee and 
represents the New Zealand RSA 
and the Ex Vietnam Services 
Association in Australia, acting 
as a link for expatriate Kiwis and 
their families requiring advice 
and support.

Pete says none of this activity 
would be possible without the 
support of Bev and his family, 
all of whom have been involved 
with Australian Veterans’ issues 
over the years and led to Operation 
Anzac coming to New Zealand 
in 2006. 

Natassja, the eldest daughter, 
played an important part in the 
operation, speaking on the issues 
Veterans’ children have had to 
deal with. The Kids of Veterans 
in Australia offers a support 
mechanism to the children of 
Veterans of all eras.

A message from the Minister of 
Veterans’ Affairs, Hon Rick Barker
Happy New Year to SitRep readers. 2008 
will be an important and busy year for 
Vietnam Veterans and Veterans’ Affairs NZ. 

Tribute08 is set to take place this Queen’s 
Birthday Weekend and a lot of work is 
going into ensuring this reunion is a special 
event for Veterans and their families. 
The organising team are doing an outstanding 
job and I thank them for that.

I hope that all who are able to will attend 
Tribute08. It will be a great opportunity to 
catch up with old mates and share 
memories. It will also be an opportunity to continue the process of 
reconciliation which began with the signing of the Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) in 2006.

In an effort to ensure that as many Veterans as possible attend, I have 
signed off travel subsidies in the form of one-off grants which will be 
made available to those who need assistance with travelling to Wellington. 
This assistance will help ensure all who wish to attend can do so.

The size of the grant depends on how far you need to travel. You should 
visit www.Tribute08.com or call 0800 VIETNAM (0800 843 8626) for 
more information on how to apply – see details on page 6.

Tribute08 forms an important part of the implementation of the MoU, 
and I would like to take this opportunity to provide a further update on 
the progress being made.

Prior to Christmas I welcomed the news that 4,664 Vietnam Veterans 
and family members had registered with Veterans’ Affairs.

Once registered, Vietnam Veterans will be contacted with information 
about how to access their free medical check. 

Not only will the free medical check help identify the effect of service 
on individual Veterans, but also it will help provide a fuller picture of the 
overall health and wellbeing of Vietnam Veterans as a group. I would 
like to encourage all Vietnam Veterans and their family members to 
register with Veterans’ Affairs New Zealand to ensure they are receiving 
any support they may be entitled to.

In addition to the good progress being made in registering Veterans 
and their families, 54 ex gratia payments have alse been made to date 
under the MoU.

The Viet Nam Veterans and Their Families Trust is also now seeking 
applications and has already made a number of grants. These will be an 
addition to the support for Veterans provided directly by the state through 
VANZ.

Queen’s Birthday Weekend will be a great weekend. The planning has 
been impressive. 

I am looking forward to it as I am sure you are.
See you there.

Rick Barker, Minister of Veterans’ Affairs

See Travel Subsidy details on the back page

Pete Ramsay stands with the street signs for The Chase subdivision in Baldivis, south of Perth, that 
commemorate the six Australians listed as missing in action in Vietnam. Photo: The West Australian



We’re very keen to hear from anyone with a point of view about anything 
relating to Tribute08 or issues for Vietnam Veterans and their families. 
Send SitRep an email [mail@tribute08.co.nz] or write to ‘Letters to the 
Editor’ (SitRep), Tribute08, PO Box 11 034, Wellington. Please make 
letters no more than 400 words.
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Do you have an answer to this...?
What is the Vietnam connection between New Zealand units and the 
173rd Airborne Brigade (US)?
Give us your answers on this question and we’ll publish the most 
interesting and accurate. Use address details above.

The answer to the previous SitRep question 
(November 2007)
The use of “Vietnam” or “Viet Nam” has caused debate. We asked 
for answers to this question.
This answer from Noel Benefi eld (abridged slightly):
Originally the area of country (sic) was called Nam Viet, later to become 
Viet Nam. Former NZ Prime Minister Sir Keith Holyoake was renowned 
for his pronunciation of the two words.
There are a number of claims for the amalgamation of the words, with 
most citing the Western reporters’ use of cable systems where charges 
were by the word.  Certainly during the Western period of involvement 
in South Vietnam, in most written documents the one word prevailed.

RW and YM Harris have this to offer (abridged slightly):
Viet Nam was two countries; North Viet Nam and South Viet Nam. 
So nowadays it is one country, ‘Vietnam.’

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,

I am pleased at the initiative of those responsible for producing SitRep.
I have one or two comments to make here. They refer to the message 

printed in the November 2007 issue attributed to the Hon Phil Goff.
The inference I gleaned from this article is that the Minister has 

persisted with the old Labour Party idea that this confl ict was a 
controversial one. It may well have been so in the eyes of some, but that 
is their business. 

As an artilleryman with the original 161 Bty RNZA in Vietnam, it never 
did appear as controversial to me and to others with whom I served in 
1965. On the contrary, I still fi rmly believe, that as a member nation of 
ANZUS in 1965, this country needed to show credibility at the time and 
support our allies. I never regretted going to Vietnam in 1965 and I don’t 
regret it now.

I think it is fi tting that some form of apology to ex Vietnam Vets from 
the Government is fi tting. That apology should only be for the dreadful 
way that successive Governments of this country denied the fact that 
exposure to anti defoliant sprays had seriously affected the health of our 
servicemen who served in Vietnam.

However, I for one will not accept any apology for having been sent to 
Vietnam. Like my past comrades we had all taken an oath on joining the 
service that we would serve our country anywhere in the world. I was 
proud to uphold that oath at the time and I still am.

Don T. Donaldson QSM JP
Retired Gunner RNZA, 17 January 2008.

Anger in the past, 
but apology applauded 
By Ian Carson

Dave Orbell (back centre) with his daughters (from left) Donna, 
Elizabeth and Victoria, wife Mary and son Johnathon

Dave Orbell was an angry man, 
and as a Vietnam Veteran he felt he 
had every right to be. However, his 
anger is now controlled, tempered 
even, by the support of a tight 
family unit, and a better 
understanding brought about 
through quality counseling. 

Initially the counseling came not 
from New Zealand, but Australia, 
where he was treated by a clinical 
psychologist with the Department 
of Veteran Affairs in Melbourne. 

“I’d gone to Australia in 1978 
to assist in the commissioning 
and management of a complex 
wastewater treatment plant,” Dave 
says. “The consultants in Victoria 
had just introduced ‘state of the 
art’ process systems and I was 
under a lot of pressure. Staffi ng 
issues added further pressure and 
I then started having trouble 
handling the stress. 

“At that time, I had no idea what 
the beast was, but my behaviour 
was brought to my attention as 
being inappropriate. I had to look 
hard at what I was doing, so I 
went to counseling through the 
Department of Veterans Affairs in 
1980 – I think my wife made the 
call – for more than two years. 

“The counseling programme 
included family members – 
my wife and my children started 
going. It was the best thing I 
ever did.”

While still admitting to having 
a cynical streak, Dave nowadays 
takes a more relaxed attitude to 
life.

He applauds the current 
government attitude to the 
Veterans. He and his family are 
coming to Tribute08 because he 
says the apology has to be made 
and he would be disappointed with 
himself if he wasn’t there. 

“I’ve thought about whether 
I would go just to hear a lot of 
bureaucratic crap, but then I put 
another cap on and think it’s time 
for genuine regret to be expressed.

Another motivation for coming 
to Tribute08 is the camaraderie 
between his fellow Veterans.

“I’m especially looking forward 
to Victor 3’s 40th reunion.”

Dave now also talks more about 
his experiences. The counseling in 
Australia got him talking about his 
pent-up emotions; things he had 
not talked about before. He talked 
about the war and how he was 
made to feel by an uncaring 
society after the war. The talk 
was not only with his counselor, 
but also with his family, and later, 
to anyone else who took a genuine 
interest in his experiences.

“It was therapeutic. When those 
opportunities have come my way 
[to talk] I’ve not got emotionally 
choked up as I used to.” 

He was diagnosed with post 
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) 

and chronic fatigue, and now lives 
in Palmerston North with wife 
Mary on a Veteran’s pension.

“At this time in our life – and 
I’ve known Mary since she was 13 
– she’ll tell me if I’m a bit off and 
she’ll ask if I’ve taken my meds or 
if I need to put my head down for a 
while. We talk openly and candidly 
about the whole experience.”

He feels he was lucky to receive 
the counseling at a crucial time in 
his life. He also felt sorry for his 
fellow Veterans who didn’t have 
that opportunity in New Zealand.

“There was nothing here for the 
boys. I came back to New Zealand 
in 1985 and I was gob smacked 
that New Zealand vets were so far 
behind. 

“I was angry, about the situation. 
It was an anger that couldn’t be 
directed at anyone. I was angry 
that my fellow combatants had 
been denied the service that I had 
experienced in Australia. I had a 
young family, and as we all came 
out of that system, we found new 
strength for ourselves.” 

Dave joined the Army in 1966 
as a mechanical draughtsman with 
RNZEME (Electrical Mechanical 
Engineers) and was designated as 
“home service” because of his 
trade. However, at the Trentham 
(1 Base) Workshops, he found 
that he could rotate out of EME 
on a loan posting to 1RNZIR. 
His training as a mechanical 
draughtsman was the ideal 
prerequisite for an intelligence 
clerk, so he did his intelligence 
training in Papakura. He then went 
back to 1 Battalion Depot at 
Burnham, as an intelligence clerk, 
but decided he wanted to be with 
some of his new mates, such as 
Paddy Driver. He transferred to 

a rifl e company. 
“I was probably one of the only 

EME personnel who ended up 
being a combat infantryman in 
Vietnam.”

He fl ew out for Vietnam from 
Whenuapai in November 1967, 
spending six months of intensive 
training at Terendak, and the 
JWS at Jahore Baru in Malaysia. 
He was posted to Victor 3 
Company. The company fl ew 
by Bristol freighter to Vung Tau, 
South Vietnam, in May 1968, 
relieving Victor 2, and returned 
to Terandak in June 1969. 

He came back to Whenuapai 
in December 1969, arriving in 
darkness and without fanfare to 
an indifferent – even hostile – 
New Zealand. Anti-war protests 
continued throughout the country, 
and no one much wanted to know 
about the Veterans. However, Mary 
recalls an incident in Auckland 
when she and Dave encountered 
a university protest.

“Dave just went over and talked 
to this group of the protesters and 
told them what it was like to 
actually be there,” Mary says. 
“He wasn’t angry with them, but 
he felt it was important that they 
know a side of the story they’d 
never heard before.”

Dave says the students he spoke 
to were most attentive.

“They listened for quite some 
time and then thanked me for 
giving them another perspective 
on the war.

“I served diligently and 
professionally. I took the Queen’s 
shilling and I did my bit. I’ll take 
the government apology in the 
spirit that it’s given and will 
continue onward with my life. 

“Kia kaha.”

Editor replies
It is a fact of history that the Vietnam War was controversial. 
New Zealanders were divided over the war and whether New Zealand 
troops should be involved.

The Prime Minister will ultimately determine the fi nal form and 
wording of the Offi cial Apology that is to be delivered in Parliament. 
From discussions that have taken place to date, it is understood that the 
Government will in no way be apologising for the fact that New Zealand 
servicemen and women took part in the Vietnam War. Rather, it will 
emphasise that Veterans served New Zealand honourably and 
professionally in the best ANZAC tradition.

It is intended that the Apology will be made to Vietnam Veterans and 
their families for the treatment received after Veterans returned from 
Vietnam service. It is expected that the Apology will cover such things as:

• The disrespectful way Veterans and families were treated by some 
members of the public, especially anti-war protesters.

• How for too long, successive Governments ignored the legitimate 
and real concerns of the Veterans. 

• That public servants performed to less than satisfactory standards 
in dealing with Veterans’ concerns and needs.

• That one part of the Government knew Veterans had been exposed 
to toxic chemicals etc, and that other parts of the Government acted 
as though they had not been.  

It is expected that all Parties in Parliament will be encouraged to 
support the Apology to Vietnam Veterans for the wrongs that have been 
done and to thank Vietnam Veterans for their important contributions to 
New Zealand and the NZDF.
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‘I’m here to help with registrations and much more.’
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Downtown Cnr Waterloo Quay and Bunny Street
Holiday Inn 75 Featherston Street
Quest on the Terrace 120 The Terrace
Hotel Ibis 153 Featherston Street
James Cook Grand Chancellor 147 The Terrace
Quest Atrium 154 The Terrace
Copthorne Cnr Boulcott Street and Gilmore Terrace
West Plaza 110-116 Wakefield Street
Nomads 118-120 Wakefield Street
Central City Apartments 130 Victoria Street
Abel Tasman 169 Willis Street
Bay Plaza  40-44 Oriental Bay
YHA 292 Wakefield Street
Wellywood 58 Tory Street
Base 21-23 Cambridge Terrace
Cambridge 28 Cambridge Terrace
Comfort Hotel 213 Cuba Street
Quality Hotel 223 Cuba Street

Sub-Unit Representatives
Victor One Company, 1 RNZIR  May 1967 to December 1967
Red (Ray) Beatson 09 445 3526 (a/h) rayb@clear.net.nz
Guv Grey 06 753 2460 guv1@orcon.net.nz

Victor Two Company, 1 RNZIR  December 1967 to May 1968
Bukit (Bob) Hill 06 377 2979 (a/h) bukithill@xtra.co.nz

Victor Three Company, 1 RNZIR  May 1968 to May 1969
Matiu Rangiuia  03 688 5325 vikmer@xtra.co.nz

Victor Four Company, 1 RNZIR May 1969 to May 1970
Gordon Benfell 07 78 0252 (a/h) 
 0274 555 539 benfellfamily@hotmail.com

Victor Five Company, 1 RNZIR  May 1970 to May 1971
Bill Rawiri  04 938 9898 (a/h)  greenstone.jade@paradise.net.nz
 04 496 0999 (day) 
Tweet Bird 06 378 8184 (a/h)  chirp@xtra.co.nz
 06 378 8535 (day) 

Victor Six Company, 1 RNZIR  May 1971 to December 1971
Ray Potter 00 61 7 544 243 83 (a/h) raypot@bigpond.com
Des Panui 04 236 6096 (a/h)  lindes89@hotmail.com
 021 172 8562

Whiskey One Company, 1 RNZIR  December 1967 to November 1968
Mike Perreau 06 834 3142 
 027 243 8085 mm_mortgagebrokers@clear.net.nz

Whiskey Two Company, 1 RNZIR  November 1968 to November 1969
Ross Milne 03 338 9980 ross@katrinagordon.co.nz

Whiskey Three Company 1 RNZIR  November 1969 to November 1970
Evan Torrance 06 354 9914  Evan.zilla@xtra.co.nz

161 Battery, Royal New Zealand Artillery June 1965 to May 1971
Mike Dakin 09 475 5227 rnza.assocation@gmail.com

4 Troop, New Zealand Special Service Squadron (NZSAS)
Ken McKee Wright  09 377 9054, 021 895 898 ken@mckeewright.com

NZ Svcs Med Team
Tom Neve 04 970 7502 (a/h) tomarg@paradise.net.nz

Headquarters New Zealand Vietnam Force (HQNZ V Force) and Newzad
Evan Black 04 236 8122, 021 153 0347 medals@xtra.co.nz

The New Zealand Component, 1st Australian Task Force – Nui Dat
George Mathew  06 354 9933 (a/h) 
 021 539 231 george.mathew@xtra.co.nz

New Zealanders attached to the 1st Australian Logistic Support Group – 
Vung Tau
David Moloney 04 973 6230 (hm)

Royal New Zealand Air Force (RNZAF) – crews of transport aircraft 
(40 and 41 Squadrons) and helicopter pilots (attached to 9 Squadron RAAF)
Robin Klitscher 04 476 9838 (hm) robnk@xtra.co.nz

The Manager of the Tribute08 
Offi ce in Wellington, Sheridan 
Bruce, is one person who is 
happy to hear the phone ring – 
which it has regularly since the 
offi ce was established.

“I’ve been delighted to have 
the opportunity to talk to and help 
some really nice people,” Sheridan 
says. “It’s a very enjoyable part of 
the job.”

The phone calls to the freephone 
number – 0800 VIETNAM – 
have come from Veterans and 
their families inquiring about 
registration for the event, travel and 
accommodation enquiries, and the 
programme of events throughout 
the Queen’s Birthday weekend.

“I can help people get registered 
and book accommodation – 
including any extra nights they 

Accommodation Map

might want – and sort out special 
requirements. And if there’s 
anything else you want to know 
about the weekend, just give me 
a call. We aim to make it easy for 
everyone to come so they have 
a memorable weekend.”

Sheridan can send a registration 
form, or it can be downloaded 
as a PDF from the website – 
www.tribute08.com – then fi lled 
out and mailed or faxed back. 
Alternatively, register fully online 
– step-by-step instructions make 
this easy.

The website also has a list 
of Wellington accommodation 
providers, and pages showing 
event locations and other useful 
landmarks.

Sheridan says she is very 
pleased with the registration 

The Tribute08 Programme
Friday 30 May

Check In
9am to 11pm at the TSB Bank Arena, Queens Wharf.
Collect Registration Packs and visit the EVSA and Tribute08 booths.
The Civic Welcome
From approx. 4pm at Civic Square followed by The Beating of the Retreat 
– at sunset.
Sub-Unit Family Gatherings
In the evening at the TSB Bank Arena and Town Hall, Wakefi eld Street.

Saturday 31 May

The Tribute including:
The Honour March to Parliament
Gather at Civic Square from 8am and commence marching at 
9am to arrive at Parliament at 10am.
The Whakanoa followed by The Parliamentary Welcome Home 
and the commencement of The Vigil.
Inside Parliament Grounds, Molesworth Street, 10am to noon.
The EVSA Annual General Meeting
 From approx. 1.30pm at the Town Hall, Wakefi eld Street.
All EVSA members welcome. Light buffet lunch provided.
Theatre performances of ‘Ka Mate’
Capital E Theatre in the Civic Square. Performances held at 2pm and 5pm.
Sub-Unit Family Reunions
From 3pm onwards and held at various venues.
The Tribute Concert
To be held at the TSB Bank Arena, Queens Wharf in the evening.

Sunday 1 June

The conclusion of The Vigil at 8am
The Memorial Service
Held at the National War Memorial, Buckle St from approximately 9:30am.
The Commemoration followed by The Celebration
Held at the Basin Reserve, south end of Cambridge/Kent Tce 
from approximately 11am.
Formal part of the weekend concludes at approximately 12noon on 
Sunday 1 June.
The Theatre season of ‘Ka Mate’ runs from 14 May to 2 June and 
Veterans and families can attend a performance at 2pm or 5pm 
throughout the weekend.
The Vietnam Era Exhibition will be open over the weekend, with the 
full season running from 27 May to 8 June. Venue to be advised.

numbers so far, and has been 
surprised by the large number of 
people who have registered from 
overseas, particularly Australia. 
Currently, for every Veteran who 
registers, on average, two family 
members are also registering.

“Obviously many Veterans and 
their families have moved to 
Australia and are keen to return 
for the event.”

She says she is looking forward 
to meeting everyone in person on 
registration day, Friday 30 May, 
at the TSB Bank Arena, open 
from 9am until late.

Call Sheridan on freephone 
0800 VIETNAM (0800 843 8626) 
or a Sub-Unit Representative 
listed below with any queries 
about Tribute08.

Sheridan Bruce
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Paul Diamond – looking forward to meeting Veterans and their 
families at Tribute08.

Memories preserved 
in oral history project
There are no more poignant reminders of events than the spoken 
memories of those who participated in them.

It’s certainly the case with Vietnam Veterans and their families, 
many of whom are telling their stories to historians with the Ministry 
for Culture and Heritage.

The Vietnam War Oral History Project, led by Senior Oral Historian 
Paul Diamond, is the fi rst ever large scale project of its type. It is in the 
fi rst year of a four-year programme.

The project came about as a result of the Joint Working Group of 
Veteran and government representatives which was established in 2005 
to address the concerns of Vietnam Veterans. It was incorporated into 

the recent Memorandum of Understanding.
The Ministry will be represented at Tribute08, where Paul and his 

team are hoping to make contact with many Veterans and their families.
“It will be a unique opportunity for us to talk with them about the 

project,” Paul says. “It’s exciting and rewarding for us to meet people 
and hear about their experiences.

“The stories help to build a picture of an important piece of 
New Zealand history.”

There are two elements to the project. The fi rst is the recorded 
interviews with the Veterans and their families. At present, Paul and 
11 other interviewers are working throughout the country, recording 
the stories of Veterans and family members.

The recordings are archived at the Alexander Turnbull Library’s Oral 
History Centre in Wellington. Access to them is subject to any conditions 
imposed by the interviewees. While some people, for example, might 
allow the recordings to be released only after their death, generally 
participants are happy to allow unlimited access.

The second element of the project is a digital history through the 
website www.vietnamwar.govt.nz, which is due to be up and running in 
March.

The digital history component will allow people involved in the war 
and the wider community to add their own memories and memorabilia – 
such as photos, or images of medals, uniforms, notes etc – to a digital 
archive. The website will help the Ministry and other organisations to 
develop educational and historical resources on New Zealand’s 
involvement in Vietnam.

Both elements of the project will build on previous war oral history 
work completed by the Ministry.  

The work complements the offi cial history of the combat and medical 
relief operations during the Vietnam War by Ministry historian and 
General Editor - War History, Ian McGibbon.  Ian’s book, due to 
be published in early 2009, follows Roberto Rabel’s 2005 book, 
New Zealand and the Vietnam War, which surveys the diplomatic, 
political, and social dimensions of New Zealand’s involvement in 
the confl ict. 

The Vietnam War Oral History project can be contacted at: 
info@vietnamwar.govt.nz 

Application for medals

The Tribute08 website is open 
for registrations and is packed 
full of information, news and 
background material. Take a 
look at www.tribute08.com

Tribute08 is a unique opportunity 
to honour the contribution to 
New Zealand of our Vietnam 
Veterans and their families. 

In view of the signifi cance of 
Tribute08, secondary school 
students might wish to embrace 
New Zealand’s involvement in the 
Vietnam War by choosing the topic 
for their entry into the 2008 
RNZRSA National Secondary 
Schools Speech Competition. 
They might choose the topic in 
its totality, profi le an individual 
New Zealander’s experience, 

examine the legacy of Vietnam for 
New Zealand, or choose an aspect 
of its commemoration. 

The competition, this year 
entitled New Zealanders at War — 
Honouring Their Service, also 
recognises 2008 as the 90th 
anniversary of the Armistice, 
as well as New Zealanders who 
served overseas at any time in our 
nation’s history – in the South 
African War, World War I, World 
War II, the occupation force in 
Japan, the Korean War, operations 
in Malaya and Borneo, Vietnam, 
Afghanistan, and numerous peace-
keeping operations such as East 
Timor and in the Middle East. 
Speechmakers may choose a 
particular war/operation or cover 
them collectively; or they may 

choose to profi le a veteran; 
examine the legacy of war for 
New Zealand society; or an aspect 
of the commemoration of war.

It is open to Year 12 and 13 
students who are able to travel 
independently to regional and 
national competitions. Travel and 
associated expenses to the regional 
fi nals and the national fi nal will be 
met by the Royal New Zealand 
Returned and Services Association. 
Speech duration is 6–8 minutes.

Regional winners will receive 
$1000, plus $1000 for the winner’s 
school. The national winner will 
receive $5000 and $1000 for their 
school.

For more information and entry 
details, visit www.rsa.org.nz

Call to secondary school students
2008 NATIONAL SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS SPEECH COMPETITION 
Royal New Zealand Returned and 
Services’ Association marks Tribute08 
A Vietnam Commemoration and the 
90th Anniversary of the Armistice.

Headquarters New Zealand Defence Force will shortly accept 
applications from Vietnam Veterans, and the surviving spouses and 
families of deceased Veterans, for the New Zealand General Service 
Medal 1992 (Warlike), with clasp “Vietnam”.

Anyone eligible is therefore invited to complete an application form 
(enclosed with this issue of SitRep), and forward the form to: 

The Medals Offi ce
Headquarters New Zealand Defence Force
Private Bag 905
Upper Hutt.

Copies of the form can also be downloaded from the medal application 
forms page of the New Zealand Defence Force medals website: 
http://medals.nzdf.mil.nz/info/forms.html

A written application is required to establish eligibility and to 
ensure that the correct information is engraved on individual medals. 
The application includes a section where the applicant can indicate if 
he or she wishes to have the medal presented during Tribute08 in 
Wellington, or delivered by courier.

The Government’s decision, announced in October last year, to award 
the NZGSM with clasp “Vietnam” is a key part of the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the Government and representatives of Vietnam 
Veterans, the RNZRSA and the EVSA.

Acting Prime Minister Jim Anderton said in October that the 
Memorandum of Understanding “recognised that Vietnam Veterans were 
exposed to a toxic environment. It also refl ected public acknowledgement 
of the service performed by all New Zealand Vietnam Veterans.

“So this decision is an important step in addressing Vietnam Veterans’ 
grievances as we move towards Tribute08.”

The ribbon is dark blue with a light red centre and a narrow central black stripe. The design and colours of 
the ribbon are based upon the New Zealand Medal 1845-1847 and 1860-1866, thus are directly linked with 
the beginnings of New Zealand’s military history.



Once you’ve fi nished reading SitRep, please pass it on to a friend or family member. We’d like to see you, your mates and whanau at Tribute08. Use the Tribute08 website for all up-to-date information.
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Subsidy announced for 
Veteran travel to Tribute08
The Minister of Veterans’ Affairs, Hon Rick Barker has agreed to a 
government contribution towards travel costs for New Zealand Vietnam 
Veterans attending Tribute08 during Queens Birthday weekend, 30 May 
to 1 June 2008 – see the Minister’s message on Page 2.

This special government travel grant is available to all New Zealand 
Vietnam Veterans registering to attend Tribute08 from outside of the 
Wellington region including those Veterans living overseas. The grant 
can be applied to any mode of public or private transport. This grant is 
specifi cally for New Zealand Vietnam Veterans only and is in addition to 
the generous accommodation subsidy (two nights for the price of one or 
better) available to all Veterans and family members attending 
Tribute08. 

This one off grant is not related to any entitlement that Veterans might 
have under the Ministerial Commemorations Discretionary Fund. 
Veterans who accept the special travel grant to Tribute08 are still able to 
seek funding from the Ministerial Commemoration Discretionary Fund 
to travel to commemorations or undertake battlefi eld visits. 

Access to the travel subsidy will be activated upon receipt of your 
registration for Tribute08. The Tribute08 team will then work with 
VANZ so that the appropriate grant can be paid. 

The grants that will be paid are outlined in the following table:

Travel to Wellington from One off Grant

The Northland area $150

The area from Auckland to Taupo $100

The area from South of Taupo to Wellington $70

The area from Nelson/Blenheim to Christchurch $100

The area from Christchurch South $130

Western Australia $550

Northern Territory $700

South Australia, Queensland, NSW and Victoria $340

Tasmania $400

Pacifi c $400

Europe, Asia, Africa, North and South America $1,000

Please note that Air New Zealand recently announced to the public 
special airfares for travel around New Zealand. You are urged to register 
early and book these special fares to secure the best travel and 
accommodation arrangements.

Air New Zealand fare schedule current at 31 January 2008 

Auckland To Wellington $69 one way

Christchurch to Wellington $79 one way

Dunedin to Wellington $89 one way

Tauranga to Wellington $99 one way

Hamilton to Wellington $89 one way

Napier/Hastings to Wellington $74 one way

Invercargill to Wellington $163 one way

These fares are subject to availability and can be purchased on-line at 
www.airnewzealand.co.nz or by phoning 0800 737 000 or through an 
Air New Zealand Travel Centre.

Please address any questions about the special Tribute08 Travel Grant 
to the Tribute08 offi ce - 
Phone: 0800 VIETNAM (0800 843 8626) 
Email:  mail@tribute08.co.nz

MoU news update

Vietnam Veteran Bill Scott is organising a motorcycle ride from Auckland to 
Wellington for Tribute08. But Bill says it’ll depend on getting suffi cient 
interest. The ride departs from Auto Barn Bombay about 10am on Thursday 
29 May. It will proceed south to Tirau for lunch and to meet anyone from Bay 
of Plenty, restarting about 1pm and heading to Waiouru for the night via 
Putaruru, Tokoroa, Mangakino and the Western Access Road to Turangi. 
Next morning depart for Palmerston North and on to Wellington. Hawke’s 
Bay riders can join at Turangi, Taihape or Palmerston North. The ride 
will return north on Sunday 1 June after lunch, staying overnight at Waiouru 
or Ohakune. Riders will disperse or arrive back in Auckland on the Monday. 
Expressions of interest can go to Bill Scott by email at billder@slingshot.co.nz 
by mid April.

Progress with implementing 
long-term key provisions of the 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU)
After much preparatory work 
we’ve fi nally got to the starting 
blocks for three far-reaching 
projects arising from the MoU:
• the review of VANZ 

(MoU clause 16)
• establishing the Expert Panel 

(MoU clause 8)
• re-writing the War Pensions Act 

(MoU clause 7)
 (To view the MoU visit 

www.evsa.org.nz).
All three are now proceeding. 

Review of VANZ
Minister of Veterans’ Affairs 

the Hon Rick Barker is very keen 
to settle the fundamental question, 
is VANZ correctly placed as an 
agency within the Defence Force? 
Another question is, does something 
have to be done about the War 
Pensions Unit which is currently 
a part of the Ministry of Social 
Development rather than of 
VANZ? We can expect decisions 
on these things shortly. We will 
then be able to make progress on 
other aspects of the review of 
VANZ including its functions, 
responsibilities, structure and 
resources. 

The Expert Panel
Progress is also being made 

on setting up the Expert Panel. 
The EP will provide us for the 
fi rst time with independent 
capabilities similar to Australia’s 
Repatriation Medical Authority, 
although with the signifi cant 
difference that we will retain 
the principle of reverse onus of 
proof in favour of the Veteran. 
The Panel will be of great value 
to Veterans and their families. 
It will examine health issues in 
modern service well beyond the 
effects of shot and shell. In that 
capacity it will also be of obvious 
worth to the serving Defence 
Force. It must therefore be set up 
in such a way that it is independent 
of standing Government 
bureaucracies yet is also able to 
support both current and future 
Veterans. A Cabinet Paper is right 
now being drafted seeking the 
necessary authorisations, and 
funding detail, to bring all this 
into effect.

Re-writing the War Pensions Act
This is the biggie. An RNZRSA-

led team is working with the Law 

Commission. They have had their 
fi rst meeting with Sir Geoffrey 
Palmer and the Law Commission 
on re-writing the War Pensions 
Act 1954. Sir Geoffrey himself 
has described the Act as seriously 
outdated, administratively 
ineffi cient and diffi cult to 
understand – even incomprehensible. 
Everyone agrees it is high time it 
was re-written. 

New Zealand’s war pensions 
legislation dates from 1866. In the 
ensuing 88 years to 1954 it was 
superseded six times and was 
subject to four additional 
Commissions of Inquiry. In the 
half-century since 1954 it has 
had no equivalent examination. 
So what is happening now is well 
overdue, and is by far the most 
important task we have had for 
decades. It is vital that we get it 
right, rather than rush at it and get 
it only half right, or worse. 

 But this will be no closed-shop 
process. The RNZRSA through 
the National Executive Committee 
and in parallel with the Affi liates 
Forum (comprising 20 other Veteran 
and service cohorts) has begun 
processes of internal consultation. 

Consultation won’t end there, 
however. The Law Commission is 
very determined indeed to include 
an active public consultation 
phase later this year. They will 
issue a comprehensive discussion 
document and invite submissions 
from any individual or group who 
wants to make one. They will also 
make themselves available for 
regional meetings with veterans 
to discuss the options.

While this is shaping up to be a 
good process there is a long way 
to go, and we shouldn’t count 
chickens too soon. It will 
certainly take time. Allowing for 
the need to incorporate the public 
consultation phase, the Law 
Commission expects to report to 
Cabinet in 2009. The rewritten 
Act will then enter the legislative 
programme as soon as feasible. 
Sure, that is some way ahead – 
but we should also remember 
that, had the project been retained 
by the standing bureaucracy, 
it would have taken about twice 
as long. Giving the job to the 
Law Commission was a very 
smart move by the Government. 
All Veterans are likely to see 
the results much more quickly.

STOP PRESS
Free medical checks update
Preparations are almost complete 
for the Free Medical Checks 
for Vietnam Veterans provided 
for in clause 17 of the MoU.
It is proposed to conduct a 
trial of the system with a small 
number of Veterans in each 
region during March 2008. 
Once the system has been 
tested, the Medical Checks 
will then be rolled out 
throughout New Zealand 
and for New Zealand Vietnam 
Veterans living in Australia. 
Veterans can access their 
Free Medical Check by 
ensuring they are registered 
with VANZ. Registration forms 
are available from 
www.veteransaffairs.mil.nz or 
freephone 0800 4 VETERAN 
(0800 483 8372) or 
from overseas +64 4 495 2070.

Vets on bikes

The indications from early registrations is that Tribute08 will be very well attended. If we achieve that we will 
demonstrate to the Government and all political parties that Vietnam Veterans are a group to be taken seriously. 
This will maintain momentum for MoU implementation and provide support for the issues that remain unresolved.


