Prominent lecturer Paul
Buchanan dismissed

Pau! Buchanan, Politics Department celebrity, international
relations expert and former ‘security advisor; has been terminated
with extreme prejudice. Craccum can confirm almost nothing
because nobody is saying anything, but this much is certain: Dr
Buchanan has been sacked.

When questioned about Buchanan’s dismissal, the University
of Auckland’s Senior Communications Advisor Bill Williams
commented, “all I can say is that he is no longer employed by the
University” Williams refused to discuss the circumstances leading
up to Dr Buchanan's dismissal, and would net disclose when Dr -
Buchanan’s employment was terminated.

Dr Buchanan gained 2 reputation as a commentator on issues of international
security, in both mainstream and alternative media, According to his CV on the
University web site {which you can no longer see, because it has been removed)
he has lectured or conducted research at the Universities of Arizona, Chicago,
Notre Dame, California at Berkeley, California at San Diego, California at Santa
Crug, the Naval Postgraduate School, the Library of Congress, the US Air Force
Special Operations School, the US Army School of the Americas, The US Navy
Special Operations Command, CEDES in Argentina, [UPER] in Brazil, and CIESU
in Uraguay. He has served in the US State and Defense Departments, and as a
consultant to various US security agencies as well as the Agency for International
Development, McArthur Foundation, and other private entities.

Other web pages on the University server which have recently been medified
includes those of the NZ Centre for Latin American Studies and the Working
Group on Alternative Security Perspectives, both of which Dr Buchanan was
involved with.

There are those who say that influential elements in global politics conspired to
have Dr Buchanan removed, because they wanted to silence hirn for speaking out
on matters of international security; but then these people are plainly nuts.

So why has he been sacked? Craccum’s sources could best be described as
“tight-lipped.” At worst they could be described as “ignorant” In short, they know
nothing. However, one source speculated that Buchanan was dismissed following a
strongly-worded email to an international post-graduate student from the United
Arab Emirates. Craccum received a copy of Dr Buchanan's supposedly contentious
email from its receipient, who had asked the lecturer for an extension on the
grounds that her father had died:

I say this reluctantiy but not so subtly: you are not
suitable for a graduaie degree. It does not matter if
¥uur father died er if you have a medical certificate.
have been too nice and given you too high marks all
atong {at C+). I do not anticiﬁate that you will do
better in the final exercise. You are already a day
late- The extension is meaningless because you have
nat attended the last few classes and are the worse
erformer in the class. 0f course by a far stretcha
?ou will have the obiturary ef your father. but even
if available and the student health people might have
believed you-: I do not. You are close te failing in
any events se¢ these sort of excuses—culturally driven
and preying on some sort of Western liberal guilt--are

simply lame.

Prove that your father died and your were distraught
and unable to complete assignments--in spite of your

abysmal record to date as an underperforming and .
underquallifed student--- and perhaps you might qualify
for an extension to get a (-. But as it stands. you

will flunk since your are already a day+ late. and you
trrack record is poer.

By the way--are you a Hoadley student? That would
explain a let of things-

In & word: NO--I do not accept your extensuon reguest.

Dr Buchanan’s reputation as the Chuck Norris of the Politics Department can
only be enhanced by the tough love he displayed in this letter. However, Craccunn’s
legal advisers suggest that it would not be enough te get someone sacked, and the
University is refusing to comment. There must be more. If you know more, we want
to know the more you know.

Craccum also understands that reports of Associate Professor Stephen Hoadley

skipping gleefully down Symonds St may be exaggerated.




