FOREWORD

In Apnl 2006 someone inside the caucus of the Hur garian Socialist Pany recorded Prime
Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany at a closed sitting of his party. This is what he said- *You
cannot quote any significant government measure we can be proud of. other than at the
end we managed to bring the government back {rom the brink Nothing. If we have to
give account to the country about what we did for four years, then what do we sav'? W
lied in the moming; we lied in the evening.* Someone inside this caucus. like the
National Party people who leaked matenial to Nicky Hager, wished for *mor principl
and democratic behaviour® within the Socialist Party. Nicky is not alone in having |
access (o private communications, and making the choice to disclose

The resulting book is extracrdinarily comprehensive in its coverag the topic. This
is assisted by the range of correspondence and key informant information Nicky ha
amassed i the past three vears. To my knowledge, there has been no New Zealan '.
politics thesis containing this amount of detail, Nicky would never, though, have beer
able to-enrol in a New Zealand university to write this as a thesis: because of the
extraordinary access he has had to private and personal communications he would never
have received ethics approval, And even if his enrolment were permitted. the thesis
would have been buried alive and nol made available to the public

micky deals with this in his preface, and there should be concern about these
extraordmary breaches of prnivacy. While none of the detail was surprising, the extent of
the leaks was shocking to me

But this must be balanced with the choices that faced those who possessed th

material, Before emails, | was a sophisticated leaker, and 1 was also good at getting other:

to leak to me. Documents *fell off
this in the public interest. As a student of politics myself | studied The Pentazon Papers
thanks to Damiel Ellsberg, and Al the President ¥ Men. Carl Bernstein and Bob
Woodward were much lauded for their work in these leaks with former FBI official W
Mark Felt, and Woodward continues such disclosure in respect of the Irag War. The Blai
Cabinet leaks. Robert Noval leaked the ident v of CiA agent Valene Plame

Nicky's approach 1s thorough. He generally assembles the subject matter in each "case
study’ chronologically, so we can trace the emals, any other correspondence, the diary
entries and the newspaper coverage, point by point, In the social sciences we call this
‘sophisticated rigour” and Nicky would mark very highly in this respect. And The Hollon
Men is a damn good read. Nicky writes well. The book is always accessible, never turg
He handles a great deal of material very competently, and each chapter has its point and
purpose.

In an effort to undermine and distract from the contents of The Hollow Men, Nicks

trucks’ and were “left on photocopiers'. | believed | dic

will undoubtedly be criticised and called some lefty names. Some will trv to find oftence

i the commentary he makes. There will be accusations that he has commutted any
number of breaches. There will be witch hunts and blaming and name calling. But th
work meets so scademic standards. | also believe, as Nicky siates in hus preface
that this is a story about democracy, and the public of New Lealanc
they have when they speak of such an deal. | would expect to se¢ much of the evidenc
set out in the book reported to the Electoral Commission, Parliamentary Services, the

deserve 1o know wh



police and the Auditor-General.

‘There is nothing in this book that surprises me. But [ think only a few hundred peaple
in New Zealand would be in this camp. My own history and my current work mean that |
pay attention to this aspect of the world, and how democracy does or doesn't work |
'M‘Iuldexpacl ﬂ'lﬂ content of Tli"h' Hollow Men to be very th‘h._'km;l_: 10 a sermons numbe
those in the current National caucus, people who ran in the election believing the
*inoculated” versions of policies, and were then advised that they *owed” their marginal or
party list win to Brash, which meant he couldn’t be changed or challenged. (1'm not naive
enough 10 believe that there weren't also those who worked out exactly what was poing
down and liked it.) The book will also shock the good, genuine party people | remember
from my own campaigning days, and those | know now
example — who support the National Party,

In'some ways not a lot of the principles raised are new. There has always been church
engagement in politics. The Catholic church was a big plaver in my vears in Parliarment
That tight cabal of Robert Muldoon, Wellington lawyer and SPUC president Des Dalpety
and Tabler editor John Kennedy worked very closely 1ogether: the Tubler was at times a
Muldoon mouthpiece. Muldoon frequently pushed the Tabler position, on private schools
for example, in caucus, so there's nothing new there. | always had a bill in my drawe:
ready for intreduction to remove the tax-deductible status of their *education’ campaigns
if they drove me too crazy. Dalgety was also very helpful to the government in the
aftermath of the Erebus disaster as Muldoon had appointed him to the Board of Air New
Zealand. There are a lot of untold stories there.

Those who paid attention could work out who the National Party's larger funders
were. We were reminded about the brewery contribution every time a conscience hill
came 10 the House on the drinking age or similar. The viticultural industry was cleverly
even-handed in a party political sense, but a number of protected manufacturers were
very close to Muldoon.

Nicky Hager describes the different person Don Brash has chosen to become. Politics
can drive people to become ‘other’. In Three Masquerades 1 wrote about this process
happening to me and the self-contempt I developed figured largely in my own decision to
leave palitics ~ though the need to *seize the moment” precipitated this departure a little
earlier than [ had presumed. Many women politicians have spoken and written about the
pressure to become what you aren’t, but generally they have meant a change in character.
pot a consciously contrived change in what they believed in and stood for, which was an
mvitation to lie constantly,

Politicians have been trained in dealing with the media for vears, since the advent of
television. Ignore the question and say the same thing over and over again’ is not a new
trick. | ulsud to lh.mk that was all right, because | trusted the New Zealand public had
enough lml'nr'mmum to see through the trick and into the shallow content. But with the
popularity of talkback radio and the absence of good jonrnalism as opposed 1o
columnists, 1 now despair of that happening.

_ Th:r:re‘,s r"rnth.'mg new, either, .1|':I.l]!:II political parties going to an election with no
intention of Ir:g!slai.mg for the policies they espouse. Sometimes this is also a
consequence of their choosing ignorance _"-"-'c find I!lua every election in the human rights
field, where there is always a raft of policies, especially from minor parties who are
untroubled by such cthics, that contravene New Zealand's fundamental human rights
obligations. The policy on criminal linbility for children of twel ;

; S ve.. 15 in this camp. And
it will yet be demonstrated, as the Supreme Lourt found in Canada, that New Ze .|im1.-.i s
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Civil Union right is a breach of these fundamental principles,
mories demonstrate why Nicky's book is so important. | can recall these
5, but no one has ever held them up to the light, and it is time that this
hat New Zealanders can decide the nature of the democracy they want.
many of the events and communications recorded in The Hollow Men were
.... by people going about their lawful business. W mightn't like their
ﬂ!ﬂ}"wﬂﬂ]d pm!’m as genuine a love and concern for this country as [ do.
see it in a completely different way. But I don't have their business interests.
not too much conspiracy in some of the letters quoted from old politicians, |
1o John Banks agreeing with something he had said. but | certainly wouldn't
hing to be inferred about my political ideology from that!). There will
ledly be a lot of commentary of that nature, but Nicky has undertaken an excellent
§ analysis. You cannot take isolated and separate instances away from the whole.
ill make sense of the analysis. The constant build-up of data and texture means the
ast be examined as a whole. | hope the reviewers will see that,
must admit to a sense of anticipated despair about the treatment The Hollow Men
ht receive. Most of the people 1 know (and a number of them sit in parliamentary
are disgusted with the sandpit the House has become - und it was certainly this bad
1 was an MP. We are desperate for a government and an opposition with policies
ve content. We are desperate for intelligent debate about the wrinkles around the
s of grey that are the real choices. There's tremendous impatience from many of us
the present simplistic black/white approach. We feel ashamed that a country with
basically decent and principled population can be so manipulated.
ere's a real chance that both politicians and the media. and especially the talkback
will see this book as more grist to the sensationalist mill. The focus may be on
for and condemning the leakers, as opposed 1o serutinising an appallingly
pus political campaign. This is not the outcome Nicky intends. 1 am sure, a8 he
that there are unpleasant little stories in the emails of other political parties. They
Y be best to stay well away from the task that now lies in front of National. There have
ways been people of integrity, intelligence and liberal disposition in the National Party,
have aften been spurned for the cheap sensation of the poll-driven leader. But
duntry may now like the look of such a refreshingly different group of people: |
S | the honesty of politicians who agonise in the grey areas,
h 1984 I wrote a piece for the New Zealand Listener on ‘Leaving Parliament’
ihe essay | quoted from Adrienne Rich's writing in Women and Honowr Some
*Lying: *We assume that politicians are without honour. We read their statements
crack the code. The scandal of their politics. Not that men in high places lie,
they do so with such indifference, so endlessly, still expecting to be believed.
tomed to the contempt inherent in the political life.’
hq:e that the ultimate effect of The Hollow Men will be the return of honour
1o our de . I thank Nicky Hager for his courage and extraordinary



