
Defending our oceans
"Greenpeace is committed to defending the health of the world's oceans 
and the plants, animals and people that depend upon them."

MY Esperanza – “Hope” for the Oceans
“and the sea will grant each man new hope”

Christopher Columbus



Launched in 2002, the MY Esperanza is the newest and largest of Greenpeace’s three
ships. Named Esperanza – Spanish for “Hope” - following an on-line vote by
Greenpeace supporters, she is about to embark on a year long voyage of discovery in
defence of our oceans. 

Freshly painted and refitted for what will be an arduous task taking her through four
of the world’s five oceans, the Esperanza now has ‘Defending our Oceans’ emblazoned
on her hull. She has also been fitted with the very latest in communications equipment,
including a permanent high-speed Internet connection to allow us to share the highs
and lows of the voyage, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. A ‘below the water line’
camera system has been added to the bow, along with other hi-tech equipment that
will allow us to take images from depths of up to 500 meters. 

The 72-metre ‘ice class’ ship, with a top speed of 15 knots, usually carries 19 crew
from around the world, but has berths for up to 35. From November 2005 to February
2007, the Esperanza will be home, office, workshop and action drop off point for a
wide variety of people - activists, sailors, scientists, journalists and campaigners 
- each with a role to play and a story to tell.  

One of 14 fire-fighting ships ordered by the Russian Navy, she was built in the world
famous Polish shipyards of Gdansk in 1984, the birthplace of Nobel Peace Laureate
Lech Walesa’s Solidarity movement.

After a few years of active service in Murmansk, on the Kola Peninsula, and home to
Russia’s vast Northern Fleet, a cash crisis left her languishing in port until she was
sold and used as a supply vessel in Norway. 

And then she appeared on Greenpeace’s radar. For Greenpeace chief engineer, David
De Jong, it was love at first sight: “Full of thoughts and excitement and questions, 
I walked off the gangway after my first visit to the Echo Fighter (the ships original

name) when a rainbow appeared. The Echo fighter had the potential we were looking
for, even if we were looking at a major refit.”

In 2000 work began to transform the Echo Fighter into the Esperanza, an extreme
‘make-over’ so she would be as environmentally friendly and technologically advanced
as possible: a symbol of hope and a demonstration good practice. 

First, she was stripped bare and cleaned of asbestos, a special fuel system was fitted to
avoid fuel-spillage and a more efficient diesel-electric propulsion system was installed
to reduce the ships CO2 emissions. The system to purify the bilge waters – which on
many ships cause a large amount of marine pollution – has been built to exceed 
current legal requirements. A heating system was installed that recycles the waste
energy produced by engines. Finally, she was given a toxic free paint job.

As her new role was to defend the oceans, deploying activists in fast moving and 
dramatic direct actions, new cranes for launching her 6 inflatables were installed as
was a helicopter deck fitted for ‘Tweetie’, the Greenpeace helicopter.

Despite major reconstruction some of the instrument panels still bear the original
Russian Cyrillic symbols, saved from her fire fighting days, as do some of the signs on
the doors, including the ships toilets. 

At the start of her first major campaign, during the Earth Summit of 2002, the
Esperanza and her crew received a blessing, in Cape Town, from another Nobel Peace
Prize winner, Archbishop Desmond Tutu: “We thank you for the people of today and
the people of tomorrow, the ones not yet born, who because of what you have been
doing will be able to live in a world that is clean. … Thank you for the witness of all
in Greenpeace and thank you for those travelling on the Esperanza. We bless this boat 

……Go well and be successful in the name of peace.”   
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The Esperanza and crew have been taking action on a variety of campaigns: 
confronting shipments of illegal wood from ancient forest, challenging dangerous 
shipments of nuclear fuel, campaigning for peace and against the war in Iraq.

In 2005 alone, she has been instrumental in many campaigns to defend ocean life. 

In the English Channel she has confronted ‘pair trawling’ ships from across Europe,
whose nets routinely trap and kill dolphins. She has carried out vital investigations
including scientific research on one of the oldest and least explored habitats on Earth:
The Mingulay coral reef complex, off the west of Scotland. It is thousands of years
old, but almost nothing is known about it or the life it supports. The Esperanza crew
worked with scientists to learn more about the coral complex. Coral reefs and 

underwater mountains, known as seamounts are being destroyed at an alarming rate
by bottom trawlers. Bottom trawling wipes out undiscovered worlds in a single drag of
weighted nets, smashing ancient corals and indiscriminately dredging up all the marine
life. What is not wanted is thrown dead or dying over the side.       

In November 2004, the Esperanza crew worked in gale force winds to confront 
bottom- trawling vessels in the North Atlantic and in 2005 sailed from Canada to 
continue to push for an international moratorium on high seas bottom trawling. 

Over the next year the Esperanza will be Greenpeace’s main platform in arguing for a
network marine reserves or parks covering 40% of the world’s oceans: places that will
be protected from industrial exploitation and destruction, and places from which our
oceans can begin the process of repair and recovery. Such marine reserves has been a
core part of the Esperanza’s work in the North, Baltic and Barent Seas in the last
couple of years, it is now time to widen the protective net.
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Greenpeace is an independent, campaigning organisation, which uses non-violent, creative confrontation to 
expose global environmental problems, and to force solutions essential to a green and peaceful future
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