1.2.3
Use of Parliamentary Frank Stamp

The Speaker has approved the following rules for the use of the parliamentary frank stamp and pre‑franked envelopes:—

1
A parliamentary frank stamp or pre‑franked envelopes may be used by a member of Parliament or a parliamentary political party only for mail sent on parliamentary business.

2
(a)
‘Parliamentary business’ means all business relating to the work of a member of Parliament or parliamentary political party and may include:—

· material of an informational nature sent to inform the recipient of the member's or parliamentary political party’s views on public issues of the day;

· similar material of an informational nature prepared for distribution to those to whom a member has been assigned responsibilities by the Caucus.

2
(b)
‘Parliamentary business’ does not include:—

· soliciting subscriptions or other financial support for a political party;

· sending party political, promotional or electioneering material by mail for the purpose of supporting the election of any person or party;

· any work undertaken as a Minister of the Crown and Member of the Executive Council.

3
Mail posted outside of Parliament Buildings must be stamped in the normal way.

4
The frank stamp or pre‑franked envelopes may not be used by a member or a parliamentary political party to distribute material solely on behalf of other persons or organisations.  However, while it is permissible to include information on behalf of another person or organisation with a communication from a member or parliamentary political party, that other information cannot breach rule 2(b) above.

5
Except as provided in rule 6, when the frank stamp or pre‑franked envelopes are used for communications sent in the ordinary course of correspondence on parliamentary business, each piece of the correspondence must be signed personally by the member.

6
When sending a mailout on parliamentary business using standard envelopes, it is not necessary for each piece of correspondence to be personally signed.

7
Party names may be used in material and correspondence distributed by members and parliamentary political parties in carrying out their parliamentary responsibilities.  The party name to be used, and any abbreviation thereof, shall be in accordance with the name and abbreviation approved and registered by the Electoral Commission.

8
The parliamentary crest must be displayed in correspondence, mailouts and all other material.  Where a party logo is also displayed it should not be the dominant feature.

In all cases, the material distributed must display in an obvious way the Parliament House address of the Leader, or parliamentary political party, or member, or the member’s out-of-Parliament office address.  Parliamentary-funded resources shall not be used for material or mailouts bearing the party name and/or logo only.

In the event of material being sent out using the frank stamp or other Vote: funded resources and which is subsequently determined as being in breach of these rules, then the Speaker will usually require the member to personally reimburse the Vote for the costs incurred.

