
FACT SHEET

• Shelf Respect is a cross-industry supermarket campaign modeled on the success of the
SupersizeMyPay.com campaign

• The campaign is currently focusing on Progressive, but Foodstuff workers who have seen the
campaign on TV and heard it on the radio are joining the campaign

• 2006 negotiations with Progressive start on Wednesday the 19th and Thursday the 20th of July.

• Progressive delegates and activists will be meeting at the Alexander Racecourse on Thursday
the 27th of July to discuss the company’s response and vote to ratify any settlement or escalate the
campaign

General

• We spent over $10 billion at checkouts last year

• Nearly $1 in every $10 is spent at a Supermarket in New Zealand

Workers

Company Shop Assistant Adult
Rate

Youth Rate Union
membership

Woolworths Australia $15.26-$16.06 (+ penal
rates and overtime)

$6.10-
$14.45 (+
penal rates
and
overtime)

80%

Progressive (New Zealand
branch of Woolworths
Australia)

$11.11-$12.38 $6.25-$8.20 21% and
rising

Pak N Save $10.25+ $6.25-$8.20 Less than
3%

• Adult workers in Progressive earn on average $12 an hour

• From 1991 to 1994 Youth wages in supermarket were cut by 44% and adult wages by 11%

• Between 2001 and 2005 wages increased more slowly in wholesale and retail jobs than the
average for all jobs.



Customers

• Comparing the prices of some basic items sold by Woolworths on both sides of the Tasman
show that not only do their Aussie staff get paid more, but their customers get charged less.

Product Australia ($NZ) NZ
Harris Coffee $6.71 $7.17
Nescafe Gold 100 $9.28 $9.67
Kelloggs Just Right $6.08 $7.20
Signature Range peaches
in syrup

$1.55 $1.89

Signature Range Olive Oil
500ml

$4.33 $5.40

Milk 2 lt standard $2.88 $3.25
Panadol 24/20 $3.65 $3.93
Totals $34.48 $38.51
 (Sourced from Woolworths online shopping in NZ and Australia)

• Skyrocketing food prices (and petrol prices) have a more severe impact on low and minimum
wages workers

Suppliers

• Progressive have a supplier “hall of shame” in their entrance office ranking the worst suppliers in
New Zealand

• The consolidation of supermarkets into two companies has increased their control of the food
supply chain which allows them to pressure suppliers to depress their prices.

• The introduction of the Warehouse into the supermarket business is likely to increase the race to
the bottom, affecting both supplierers and workers

• One concern suppliers have is the requirement to provide enough product for both NZ and
Australia which could put small suppliers out of business.

Company

• New Zealand’s supermarket industry is a ‘duopoly’ of two huge companies –Foodstuffs controls
56% of the market and Progressive Enterprises controls 44%

• Progressive is owned by Woolworths Australia, a gigantic company with turnover of $A32 billion
last year, excluding Progressive Enterprises.

• The CEO of Woolworths Australia, Roger Corbett, takes home $A8.5 million a year – 340 times
more than a full time checkout operator

• Mr Corbett earns in a day as much as a full-time New Zealand checkout operator earns in a year.


